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We Enter Into God’s Presence  
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: If you have been raised with Christ, 

P: seek the things that are above, 
L: where Christ is, 
P: seated at the right hand of God. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry with the bread of his life 
and the Word of his kingdom.  Renew your people with your heavenly grace, 
and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread, Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.    Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-281               “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” 
 

1 Guide me, O Thou Jehovah, Pilgrim through this  
barren land; I am weak, but Thou art mighty; Hold me  
with Thy powerful hand; Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
Feed me till I want no more. Feed me till I want no more. 
 



 
2 Open now the crystal fountain, Whence the healing 
stream doth flow; Let the fire and cloudy pillar Lead me  
all my journey through; Strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
Be Thou my strength and shield, Be Thou my strength and shield. 
 
 
3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, Bid my anxious  
fears subside; Death of death, and hell's destruction, Land me 
safe on Canaan's side; Songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever sing to Thee, I will ever sing to Thee.  

 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  In humility and faith let us confess our 
sin to God as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of grace, love, and communion, we confess that we have failed to 
love you with all our heart, soul, and mind; and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves.  We ignore your commandments, stray from your way, and 
follow other gods.  Have mercy on us.  Forgive our sin and raise us to 
new life that we may serve you faithfully and give honor to your holy 
name. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays 
for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new 
life has begun. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be to 
God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                             “Gloria Patri”      

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   

Amen, Amen. 
 



We Hear God’s Word 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R 88  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” 
 
Lord I lift Your name on high Lord I love to sing your  
Praises I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us You came from heaven to earth 
to show the way, from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay; 
from the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift your name on high. 
 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Ephesians 4:1-16 
As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the 
calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, 
bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the 
Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as 
you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 
 
7 But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is 
why it says: 
“When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his 
people.” 
9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, 
earthly regions? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher 
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself 
gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth 
in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who 
is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as 
each part does its work.                                                      
 



 
PSALM: Psalm 78: 23-29 

23 Yet he gave a command to the skies above 
    and opened the doors of the heavens; 
24 he rained down manna for the people to eat, 
    he gave them the grain of heaven. 
25 Human beings ate the bread of angels; 
    he sent them all the food they could eat. 
26 He let loose the east wind from the heavens 
    and by his power made the south wind blow. 
27 He rained meat down on them like dust, 
    birds like sand on the seashore. 
28 He made them come down inside their camp, 
    all around their tents. 
29 They ate till they were gorged— 
    he had given them what they craved. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 6:24-35  

24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, 
they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, 
“Rabbi, when did you get here?” 

26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not 
because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves 
and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that 
endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God 
the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 

28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 

29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has 
sent.” 

30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and 
believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’[a]” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+6%3A24-35+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26289a


32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given 
you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true 
bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that comes down 
from heaven and gives life to the world.” 

34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

MESSAGE:                A Life Worthy 
        Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  

In the Ephesians passage this morning we hear Paul calling us to live a life 
worthy of the calling that we have received.  We are to exercise the 
attributes of humility and gentleness, having patience and upholding one 
another in love. We are to do our best trying over and over again to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in a peaceful manner.  
 
My observation is that in this moment in history, I fear that all of us have 
fallen far short of a life worthy of the calling to which we have been called, 
and I have to wonder why that has occurred.  As a people right now, we are 
self-centered and only think our needs and desires are worthy to be dealt 
with by others.  No one else’s opinion has merit in our eyes.  We do not 
wish to negotiate or make concessions for others.  We only want what we 
want and will do our best to intimidate, threaten or force others to bend to 
our will.  Just how did we come to this place that is so far away from the 
calling to live a life worthy that we have received from Jesus Christ? 
 
Perhaps this response has come out of the trauma that we are all facing 
during this seemingly unending global pandemic.  Most of us have been 
isolated to some degree or another.  We have only our own countenance to 
keep and, without realizing it, we have been living in an echo-chamber of 
our own creation.  We only hear what is rolling around in our head and the 
voices we have chosen to invite into our lives that influence our thinking.  I 
believe that these voices have had a major influence on why we no longer 
care about other people and their well-being. 
 
I invite you to think about this with me by asking yourself: who do you follow 
on social media? Does that person or group help to direct you to live a life 
worthy as a disciple of Jesus Christ or do they or it create turmoil and 



dissension? What about the outlet from which you get your news?  Is it a 
balanced report that tells both sides of the story, or is it skewed to only one 
opinion? Does it create an “Us” against “Them” situation? How does that 
news outlet help you to live a life worthy of a disciple of Jesus, or does it 
creating conflict and is dehumanizing other people?  
 
I wonder if we have forgotten that the goal of any social media post or news 
outlet is to get as many people to listen to them as possible.  I wonder if we 
forget that these people and industries will use tabloid journalism to 
sensationalize and increase the intensity to which we will respond to a post 
or a story.  If you are resistant to considering these questions: Is it because 
you are used to being in your echo-chamber and you are uncomfortable 
that someone is knocking on the door with other ideas? Is it simpler for you 
to continue listening to your echo-chamber so you don’t have to think? Is it 
because you are not used to having to having a conversation and 
negotiating compromise with anyone anymore?  
 
I have come to believe this idea of an echo-chamber affirms the kind of 
behavior that leads us on a path in the opposite direction of being loving to 
our sisters and brothers in the faith and being open to hearing their voices.  
Rather, this echo-chamber effect hardens our heart against anyone who 
does not agree completely with what it is that we think and believe in this 
moment.   
 
We no longer think with our frontal cortex that allows for conversation, 
consideration, and compromise.  Instead, we have allowed our reptilian or 
primal brain which controls our innate and automatic self-preserving 
behavior patterns which focuses on ensuring our personal survival to take 
control.  The primal brain has no room to care for others, it only cares about 
self. By allowing our primal brain to take control, we have lost the ability to 
think critically, to hear both sides of a particular situation and to make a 
rational decision. With that loss, we have become more representative of 
creatures in the wild and something less than human.    
 
We need to break out of our personal echo-chamber so that we can look 
around and realize that there is more than what we have been hearing all 
these many months.  We need to turn off the news, unplug from social 
media, connect with one another, and listen to each other to hear the 
concerns of others.  We need to be humble and gentle with one another.  
We need to relearn patience as few things happen overnight.  We need to 



stand by one another out of the love that God has freely given to us.  We 
need to follow the Spirit’s leading to work for unity within our homes, our 
community, our world, and our church in peace.  We have a lot of work to 
do to live into the calling to which we have been called.  
 
I believe that if we are faithful and obedient servants of God, saved by 
Jesus and following the guidance of the Holy Spirit – we will find our way to 
reclaim the use of our critical thinking skills preparing us to love and think of 
others once again. There is no getting off the hook that we have all sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God. Yet, I have no doubt that the God who 
loved humanity so much that God sent Jesus to save all of creation and 
gave us the Holy Spirit to guide us HAS GOT THIS!  Thanks be to God!     

 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
HYMN: W & R-358  “Help Us Accept Each Other” 
 
1 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, Lord, among us and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 
 
2 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 
 
3 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
to practice your acceptance until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness, and laughter's healing art. 
 
4 Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness, and bread, 
we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from 
heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became 
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  (The Nicene Creed) 

 
OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel 
Murdoch Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, 
Loveland, Ohio 45140) 
 
DOXOLOGY    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – (Please send your joys and concerns to 
the church email and we will publish them in the weekly ENews)  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray.  Guide us by your Holy 
Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will and show your 
steadfast love. 

God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you 
save us.  We pray for the whole creation.  Overthrow evil powers, right 
what is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your 
children may freely enjoy the earth you have made, and joyfully sing your 
praises. 



Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. Look with compassion on 
those who are sick in body, mind or spirit.  Cheer them by your word, and 
bring healing as a sign of your grace. 

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be sure that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, shall separate 
them from your love. 

God of all generations, we praise you for all your servants who, having 
been faithful to you on earth, now live with you in heaven.  Keep us in 
fellowship with them, until we meet with all your children in the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept 
our prayers and further those which will bring about your purpose for the 
earth; through Jesus Christ, Amen. 

 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you.   
L: Lift up your hearts.   
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Holy God, Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, with joy we praise 
you and give thanks to your name. You raised up Christ to rule over all 
creation, giving him the name, which is above all other names, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee shall bow. We praise you that, lifted in power, he 



lives and reigns forever in your glory and so fulfills his promise to be with us 
always to the end of time. 
 
Great and wonderful are your works, Lord God almighty. Your ways are just 
and true. Therefore we lift our hearts in joyful praise, joining our voices with 
choirs of angels, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who 
forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 
P: “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.” 
 
We praise you, most holy God, for sending your only Son to live among us, 
sharing our joy and sorrow. He told your story, healed the sick, and was a 
friend of sinners. Obeying you, he took up his cross and died that we might 
live. We praise you that he overcame death and is risen to rule the world. 
He is still the friend of sinners. We trust him to overcome every power that 
can hurt or divide us, and believe that when he comes in glory, we will 
celebrate victory with him.  Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, 
we break bread and share one cup giving thanks for your saving love in 
Jesus Christ. As you raised our Lord from death and call us with him from 
death to life, we give ourselves to you to live for him in joy and grateful 
praise. 
 
According to his commandment: 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ that 
we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. Send 
us out in the power of the Spirit to live for others, as Christ lived for us, 
announcing his death for the sins of the world, and telling his resurrection 
to all people and nations. By your Spirit draw us together into one body and 
join us to Christ the Lord, that we may remain his glad and faithful people 
until we feast with him in glory. 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament, untied 
us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your 
eternal kingdom.  Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to 
your praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

BLESSING AND CHARGE 
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
 Choral Amen 
 
Postlude 
 


