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The Second Sunday of Advent 

 

We Enter Into God’s Presence  
 
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  We light this 
candle for Hope.  We light this candle for Peace. 
Advent means coming.   
We are preparing ourselves for the days when the nations shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall 
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 
them. 
Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: A voice cries: 
P: In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord 
L: make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
P: We wait for new heavens and a new earth where righteousness is 
at home. 
 



OPENING PRAYER 
God of our salvation, you straighten the winding ways of our hearts and 
smooth the paths made rough by sin.  Keep our conduct blameless, keep 
our hearts watchful in holiness, and bring to perfection the good you have 
begun in us.  We ask this through him whose coming is certain, whose day 
draws near; your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN: B-13          “Prepare the Way” 
1. Prepare the way, O Zion; Your Christ is drawing near!  
Let every hill and valley A level way appear.  
Greet One who comes in glory, Fore told in sacred story.  
 
Refrain 
Oh, blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 
 
2. Christ brings God’s rule O Zion. He comes from heaven above. 
His rule is peace and freedom. And justice, truth, and love. 
Lift high your praise resounding. For grace and joy abounding. 
 
Refrain 
Oh, blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 
 
3. Fling wide your gates O Zion. Your Savior’s rule embrace. 
And tidings of salvation Proclaim in every place. 
All lands will bow rejoicing Their adoration voicing. 
 
Refrain 
Oh, blest is Christ that came In God’s most holy name. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, 
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sins 
against God and our neighboras we pray together saying, 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under 
your rule.  We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for 



we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment.  We accept 
lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your 
justice and peace.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to 
welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ 
comes to judge the world.    
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you 
in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  May the God of mercy who 
forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 

 
*RESPONSE:                             “Gloria Patri”      

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R 477 “Come and Find the Quiet Center” 
 

1 Come and find the quiet center in the crowded life we lead, 
find the room for hope to enter, find the frame where we are freed: 
clear the chaos and the clutter, clear our eyes, that we can see 
all the things that really matter, be at peace, and simply be. 
 
2 Silence is a friend who claims us, cools the heat and slows the pace, 
God it is who speaks and names us, knows our being, touches base, 
making space within our thinking, lifting shades to show the sun, 
raising courage when we're shrinking, finding scope for faith begun. 
 
3 In the Spirit let us travel, open to each other's pain, 
let our loves and fears unravel, celebrate the space we gain; 
there's a place for deepest dreaming, there's a time for heart to care, 
in the Spirit's lively scheming there is always room to spare! 
 

 



 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Malachi 3:1-4 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger 
of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty. 

2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he 
appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine 
them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring 
offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will 
be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:Philippians 1:3-11 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from 
the first day until now, 6 being confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my 
heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, 
all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8 God can testify how I long for all 
of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 

9 And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what 
is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11 filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 
and praise of God. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON:Luke 3:1-6  

 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius 
Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip 
tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2 during 
the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3 He went into all the country 



around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him. 
5 Every valley shall be filled in, 
    every mountain and hill made low. 
The crooked roads shall become straight, 
    the rough ways smooth. 
6 And all people will see God’s salvation.’” 
 

MESSAGE:  Peace Through Prayer: A Guided     

             Meditation  Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  

The world we live in has so many conflicts and divisions and it is hard to 
imagine that we will be able to find peace. God made each of us, including 
our imaginations. Today we will use our imaginations to experience a 
guided meditation. Remember, Jesus said, “Seek, and you will find.” If we 
seek Jesus and offer him our imaginations, we can sometimes meet him 
and spend time with him in a way that helps us understand how he wants 
us to live and bring us a deep sense of peace. Put your bulletin aside, listen 
deeply and be open for God’s peace. 
 
Close your eyes and relax…  Listen to your breathing…  Don’t change it, 
just listen to it. As you inhale, breathe in all the love God has for you…As 
you exhale, feel all your distractions leave…inhale God’s love…exhale any 
aches and pains…inhale God’s love…exhale  any worries…inhale God’s 
love … exhale  any distractions at all.  
 
Try to feel your heart beating …the heart God created for you. 
 
Now picturea large door right in front of you, standing all alone… 
Go to the door, push it open, and walk through…  You find yourself in a 
beautiful garden…  Take a moment to look around ...feeling the grass 
beneath your feet…smell the flowers …feel the sun warming you...  listen 
to the birds…  Enjoy!  
 
In the distance you see a stream winding through the garden…  There is a 
shade tree next to the stream, and a bench beneath the tree…  Jesus is 



there, waiting for you.  He smiles, and calls you by name…  Go to him.  
Jesus takes you into his arms with a warm hug.   
 
“I’m so glad you came,” he says. “Come, let’s sit down and be together for 
awhile.”  
So you sit on the bench and enjoy each other’s company.Think about what 
Jesus is like. 
 
Jesus takes you by the hand and says, “I have been with you always, 
through times of joy, and times of sadness.”  
 
 Then Jesus shows you moments in your life, beginning when you were 
very young…He shows you how he was there, sharing each moment with 
you. 
 
 What does Jesus show you? How do you feel?   
 
Then Jesus says, “At your Baptism, you became a child of God the Father 
and a member of the Body of Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, I will be with 
you forever, during  
the good times and the difficult times.  
 
Jesus points out the stream, and invites you to go into the water to renew 
yourself as you call to mind your Baptism.  
 
Together you go, hand in hand…  To your surprise the water is warm and 
life-giving.  With great joy Jesus gently dips you into the water…  Think 
about what it feels like.   
 
As you stand in the stream with Jesus, you hear invisible voices cheering 
and clapping. Jesus laughs and says: “You hear our family, the Church, 
greeting you! They are the family and friends you meet every day and all 
those in Heaven and around the world who pray for you each time the 
Lord’s Supper is celebrated.”  
 
The sound fades, and you and Jesus return to the bench.  As you leave the 
water, you become completely dry, and your heart fills with God’s peace…  
As you sit beside Jesus you realize you can tell him anything… What do 
you tell Jesus?  How does he respond?   
 



Jesus then tells you it is time to go, but first he has something for 
you…Something that will unite you closer with him and with all your 
brothers and sisters in the Church.  He takes from his cloak a small loaf of 
bread.  He blesses it…breaks it...  and says, “This is my Body…take and 
eat.”  
 
Together you share the meal. Now you both stand up to go.  He invites you 
to return anytime and says he will be waiting…Jesus tells you he will be 
with you throughout your journey…You will sense his presence in the 
people and events of your daily life… You will be able to hear his voice in 
the Bible and find his love in the Sacraments.    
 
Then Jesus says, “I look forward to being with you at Communion.” He 
takes you into his arms for a farewell hug.  
 
You turn to go, and you see the door is still standing open…  As you walk 
up to it, you take one last look at Jesus and remember that you can return 
at any time…  You go through the door, closing it behind you and find 
yourself back here in this room. 
 
Slowly you wiggle your fingers and toes.Stretch your arms and legs and, 
when you are ready, open your eyes.  

We will close our guided meditation with a corporate prayer for 
healing. Please join me in prayer. 

L: LORD Jesus, heal me.   
P: Heal me in whatever you see needs healing. 
L: Heal me in whatever might separate me from you. 
P: Heal my memory, heal my heart, heal my emotions. 
L: Heal my body, heal my mind, heal my soul. 
P: Lay your hands gently upon me. 
All: Heal me through Your love for me.  Amen. 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

HYMN: B-3          “Comfort, Comfort You My People” 
 

1 "Comfort, comfort all my people; Tell of peace, thus says our God; 
"Comfort those who sit in darkness, Bowed beneath oppression’s load. 



Speak you to all Jerusalem Of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell them that their sins I cover, And their warfare now is over. 
 
2 For the herald’s voice is calling In the desert far and near. 
Bidding us to make repentance Since the kingdom now is here 
O that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way; 
Let the valleys rise to meeting And the hills bow down in greeting  
 
3 Make straight what long was crooked.  Make the rougher places plain; 
Let your hearts be true and humble, As befits God’s holy reign 
For the glory of the Lord Now o'er earth is shed abroad 
And all flesh shall see the token That God’s word is never broken. 
 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel 
Murdoch Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, 
Loveland, Ohio 45140) 
 
DOXOLOGY    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – (Please send your joys and concerns to 
the church email and we will publish them in the weekly ENews) 

Let us pray, 

Almighty God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your 
love you save us. We pray for the whole creation, especially in this time of 



crisis.  Overthrow evil powers, right what is wrong, feed and satisfy those 
who thirst for justice, so that all your children may freely enjoy the earth you 
have made, and joyfully sing your praises. 

 

Eternal God, you sent us a Savior, Christ Jesus, to break down the walls of 
hostility that divide us.  Send peace on earth and put down greed, pride, 
and anger, which turn nation against nation and race against race.  Speed 
the day when wars will end and the whole world accepts your rule. 

 

O God, whom we cannot love unless we love our neighbors, remove hate 
and prejudice from us and from all people, so that your children may be 
reconciled with those we fear, or resent, and live together in your peace. 

 
We ask healing for those who are sick, in pain or experiencing dis-ease in 
their lives.   
We mourn with those who mourn, even while You welcome those who 
have taken their next step to be in heaven with you.   
 
We share with joy the exciting things that have been happening.   
We ask travel mercies on those who are traveling.  
 
We take just a moment to pray for ourselves. 
 
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray and to offer our 
petitions to you in his name.  Guide us by your Holy Spirit, that our prayers 
for others may serve your will and show your steadfast love.  It is in the 
name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord that we pray. Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  



This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you.   
L: Lift up your hearts.   
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord 
our God, creator and ruler of the universe.  You formed us in your image 
and breathed into us the breath of life.  You set us in this world to love and 
serve you, and to live in peace with all that you have made.  When we 
turned from you, you did not turn from us.  When we were captives in 
slavery, you delivered us to freedom, and made covenant to be our 
sovereign God.  When we were stubborn and stiff-necked, you spoke to us 
through prophets who looked for that day when justice shall triumph and 
peace shall reign over all the earth. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the celestial choirs and 
with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of 
your name: 
 
P: “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.” 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord. You sent him into this world to satisfy the longings of your people for 
a Savior, to bring freedom to the captives of sin, and to establish justice for 
the oppressed.  He came among us as one of us, taking the lot of the poor, 
sharing human suffering.  We rejoice that in his death and rising again, you 
set before us the sure promise of new life, the certain hope of a heavenly 
home where we will sit at table with Christ our host. 
 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your 
creation this bread and this wine, and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising, 



as we await the day of his coming.  With thanksgiving we offer our very 
selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service. 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 
Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life.  Lord 
Jesus, come in glory. 
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit make us 
one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in 
ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to 
be the body of Christ in the world. 
 
Strengthen us, O God, in the power of your Spirit to bring good news to the 
poor and lift blind eyes to sight, to loose the chains that bind and claim your 
blessing for all people.  Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in 
final victory, and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal 
realm.  
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Gracious God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 



Sacrament of his body and blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Charge and Benediction 
Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous and strong.  Let all that 
you do be done in love. And as you go out, know that you take with you the 
love of God, the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Choral Amen 
 

Postlude 
 


