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The First Sunday of Christmas 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
 
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you. 

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: The bread of God is that which comes down from heaven  
P: and gives life to the world. 
L: The grace of God has appeared,  
P: bringing salvation to all. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate 
Word.  May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HYMN:B-293 “This Is My Father’s World” 
 
1 This is my Father's world,And to my listening ears All 
nature sings, and round me rings The music of the spheres. 
This is my Father's world:I rest me in the thoughtOf 
rocks and trees, of skies and seas--His hand the wonders wrought. 
 



3 This is my Father's world:Oh, let me ne'er forgetThat 
though the wrong seems oft so strong,God is the Ruler yet. 
This is my Father's world: The battle is not done; 
Jesus who died shall be satisfied, And earth and heaven be one. 
 

 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence.  In faith and penitence, let us confess our sins against God and 
our neighboras we pray together saying, 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light 
shining in darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the 
light, or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to 
glory in our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.  Forgive our 
doubt, and renew our hope, so that we many receive the fullness of 
your grace, and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON    
L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you 
in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  May the God of mercy who 
forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of 
the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                        “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: 1 John 3:1-10 
See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be 
called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does 
not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children 
of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know 
that when Christ appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he 
is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you 
know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is 
no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues 
to sin has either seen him or known him. 

7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what 
is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is 
sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s 
work. 9 No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God’s 
seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been 
born of God. 10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who 
the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do what is right is not 
God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister. 

PSALM: Psalm 8 
 

1 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
    in the heavens. 
2 Through the praise of children and infants 
    you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
    to silence the foe and the avenger. 
3 When I consider your heavens, 
    the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars, 
    which you have set in place, 
4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
    human beings that you care for them?[c] 
5 You have made them[d] a little lower than the angels[e] 
    and crowned them[f] with glory and honor. 
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6 You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 
    you put everything under their[g] feet: 
7 all flocks and herds, 
    and the animals of the wild, 
8 the birds in the sky, 
    and the fish in the sea, 
    all that swim the paths of the seas. 
9 LORD, our Lord, 
    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Mark 10:13-16 
13 People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was 
indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell 
you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will 
never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on 
them and blessed them. 

 

MESSAGE:Three Ways to Make the Christmas Spirit Last 
        Elder Mike Schepers 

 

Well, it’s the morning after Christmas.  Once again, we have survived the 
stress and busy-ness of another Christmas.  Everyone, please join me:  
Take a deep breath...now let it out slowly.  Yes, we have survived another 
Christmas.  I hope it was a time of joy for you.  Even if Christmas, like for 
many, is a sad time for you, I hope you got at least some enjoyment out of 
spending some time with friends and family. I hope you got to enjoy some 
Christmas traditions that brought back fond memories.  
 
Time with family and friends and reliving holiday traditions makes the 
season bright for us adults. But Christmas is all the more special for 
children.  No one is filled with excitement and anticipation for Christmas 
quite like a young child.  I’ll bet some of your own best Christmas memories 
are from your own childhood.  The excitement, the joy in a little child’s eyes 
on Christmas morning is the spirit we would all like to experience again and 
again and keep alive all year.  If only we could remain child-like all the year 
long. Well, this morning I would like to share with you three ways to be 
child-like and keep the Christmas spirit going all year long.  
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+8&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14019g


Being child-like is not easy to do. The tendency to squash and repress our 
inner child is strong among us adults.  It has always been this way.  Even in 
Jesus’ day, the grown-ups were trying to keep the children and their 
excitement about Jesus out of sight.  As we read in today’s Gospel Lesson, 
when children were trying to get close to Jesus, the disciples tried to keep 
them away.  We could also look at Matthew 21, the story of the Triumphal 
Entry of our Lord into Jerusalem just one week before his crucifixion and 
resurrection.  A huge crowd of all ages welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem 
and a spontaneous parade into the city erupted and ended up at the 
temple.  Then we read in verse 15 the following: “But when the chief priests 
and the teachers of the law saw the wonderful things he did and the 
children shouting in the temple area, “Hosanna to the Son of David,” they 
were indignant.  “Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked 
him.  “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, ‘From the lips of children 
and infants you have ordained praise’?”  What angered the religious 
leaders—and before that, the disciples--was not the adoring crowds, but 
the joy and wonder in the eyes and on the lips of little children—this had to 
stop! 
 
But Jesus was indignant at this.  “Let the little children come to me and do 
not hinder them,” He said. And then Jesus says something very important 
that has puzzled me for years, “I tell you the truth, anyone who will not 
receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.”  What does 
that mean?  The kingdom of God is a gift from God. What does it mean to 
receive a gift like a little child? 
 
I puzzled over this question for a long time until one Christmas some years 
ago, I was at a family holiday gathering when I observed a curious but 
common scene that made it all clear to me.  We were exchanging gifts.  
The children were allowed to open their gifts first.  As the wrapping paper 
was eagerly torn off each brightly wrapped package, each child smiled 
broadly or even giggled with delight.  There was a spontaneous heartfelt 
cry of “thank you!  This is just what I wanted” often followed by a call to the 
other kids in the room, “Look what I got, let’s play with it.” And off they 
would go to a corner of the room to share in each other’s joy.    
 
Then it was the grown-ups turn to open gifts.  As each gift was opened, it 
was not unusual to hear a quiet, uninspired “thank you,” as the gift was set 
aside.  Other comments might be made such as, “you really shouldn’t 
have...I told you I really didn’t need anything this year...this was much too 



expensive, you should take it back...this is so much nicer than what I got for 
you, now I owe you something better.”  Do those kinds of grown-up 
responses to a gift sound familiar? 
 
So who had the true Christmas spirit at that family gathering?  Who is most 
likely to keep the Christmas spirit alive in the days after Christmas? For 
joyous and excited children, what makes Christmas so wonderful?  For 
underwhelmed grown-ups, what kills the spirit and excitement of 
Christmas?  Like I said, there are three things I can tell you that are surefire 
ways to keep alive the holiday spirit we say we want.  There are three 
things that children do when they receive a gift—three things we grown-ups 
often do not do and thus smother the Christmas spirit like a wet blanket.  
And therein lies the answer to how we all should receive not just Christmas 
presents but even more so, the greatest Christmas gift of all—the coming 
of the kingdom of God in our world and into our hearts. So, what are the 
thee things that children could teach us to do better? 
 
The first way to ignite a lasting Christmas spirit is to simply accept the gift 
of God’s kingdom.  That’s it!  Just accept it and say, “thank you.”  How 
many times as adults do we say, “Oh, I can’t accept this.  This is just too 
much, this is just too expensive, I could never repay you for a gift like this.  
Please, take it back.”  When you say that on Christmas morning you snuff 
out the Christmas spirit in an instant.  But I tell you the truth, whoever says 
to God regarding the greatest gift of His son Jesus--”Oh, this is just too 
much, this can’t be for me, I don’t deserve a gift like this, I could never 
repay you for this”--does not receive the Kingdom of God like a child with 
joy and a simple but heartfelt “thank you!”   
 
The second way to keep Christmas alive is to use the gifts you have been 
given.  Leaving a gift unused is hurtful to the one who gave you the gift.  
Children will occasionally do this.  You as parents take the time and spend 
the money to get your child something they said they really wanted, only to 
find the gift abandoned and unused, sitting in a corner a day or two after 
Christmas.  Or as adults, we get a gift from a friend or our spouse, only to 
be asked a couple of weeks later, “Why don’t you wear that new sweater I 
got you for Christmas?” or,  “Aren’t you ever going to try out that new 
fishing pole I got you, the one you said you really wanted?”   
 
Likewise, we disappoint our Lord when we leave his greatest gift unused. 
The great gift of the Kingdom of God comes with many accessories, and no 



assembly is required.  We are each given gifts of the Spirit intended to be 
used—gifts such as hospitality, giving, teaching, or leadership. Using these 
gifts—like a child who plays with a new toy for hours at a time—keeps the 
wonder of Christmas alive all year.  
 
The third surefire way to keep Christmas alive is to share your joy over the 
gifts you have received.  Children run to their friends to show what they 
received and invite them to play with the new game or toy they just got for 
Christmas. I remember well the first day back to school after Christmas 
break when I was in Grade School.  The teacher would devote a large part 
of the first morning back to give each child a turn to tell what they got for 
Christmas.  The wise teacher new we were bursting with excitement and 
itching to share the good news about our new toys. How much more so 
should we as adults be eager to talk about the greatest gift God could ever 
give to us, about a baby in a stable who has brought God close to us.  The 
joy and awe of that great gift lasts longest when it is shared. 
 
This morning the world is recovering from a sugar high of commercialized 
Christmas, the syrupy, sentimental, feel-good spirit of Christmas that the 
world seeks and strives for.  The feeble attempt to create joy through 
material gifts and trappings of the holiday.  What I would ask you to focus 
on is how to maintain the TRUE spirit of Christmas, the joy, awe, and 
wonder in your very soul as you consider the birth of our Savior.  The deep 
spiritual joy and peace of the season.  Not the “chestnuts roasting on an 
open fire, I’m dreaming of a white Christmas, rocking around the Christmas 
tree” stuff, but the awe and reverence for a baby in a manger who is 
Immanuel, God with us.   
 
The superficial spirit of “the holidays” as the world now calls it will soon 
fade as soon as the tinsel and decorations are put away and life goes back 
to whatever normal may be. But the true spirit of Christmas can and will last 
all year if we accept God’s greatest gift with child-like joy and thanks, if we 
will use the gifts God has given us to help build faith in others, and if we will 
share that gift with others who don’t have it.  To quote Linus from the 
Charlie Brown Christmas Special, “That’s what Christmas is all about, 
Charlie Brown.”  Amen.   
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN: B- 25 “Away in a Manger” 



1 Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, The little Lord  
Jesus laid down His sweet head.  The stars in the sky looked  
down where He lay, The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 
2 The cattle are lowing, the poor Baby awakes, But little Lord  
Jesus no crying He makes.  I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look  
down from the sky, And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
 
3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay Close by me  
forever and love me, I pray.Bless all the dear children in  
Thy tender care And take us for heaven to live with you there. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
I believe in God the creator and giver of life, who sent to earth His Son, our 
Lord, to be born at Christmas.  As He is our Savior, I believe it is my 
responsibility to carry His message in my person and behavior, and with 
the Church universal relate His Gospel so that He may be born in the 
hearts of all the people of the earth.  I believe in the love and mercy of His 
Father, and in the sustaining comfort of His Holy Spirit, and with their help, 
the coming of His kingdom on earth.  Amen.  (The Christmas Creed) 
 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  Alleluia! 
P: Shout to the Lord, all the earth.  Alleluia! 
O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty Word, sustaining the 
universe: Renew our lives by your presence. 
P: Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the liberation of all 
creation: Release all into your promised freedom. 
P: Lord, have mercy. 



O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a stable at 
Bethlehem: May your church be a sign of hope and joy. 
P: Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in fulfillment of their 
expectations: Fulfill our desires in you. 
P: Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, child of wonder and splendor, mighty God 
of all ages, Prince of Peace: May the whole world live in peace and justice. 
P: Lord, have mercy. 
 
All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 
brightened weary hearts with peace.  Teach us to proclaim the birth of your 
Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  It is in the name of the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord that we pray the prayer he taught us, 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN:R-136   “Safely through Another Week” 

1 Safely through another weekGod has brought us on our way; 
Let us now a blessing seek, Waiting in His courts today; 
Day of all the week the best, Emblem of eternal rest. 
Day of all the week the best, Emblem of eternal rest. 
 
2 While we pray for pardoning grace Through the dear Redeemer's name, 
Show Thy reconciled face; Take away our sin and shame; 
From our worldly cares set free, May we rest this day in Thee. 
From our worldly cares set free, May we rest this day in Thee. 
 
3 Here we come Thy name to praise; Let us feel Thy presence near; 
May thy glory meet our eyes While we in Thy house appear; 
Here afford us, Lord, a taste Of our everlasting feast. 
Here afford us, Lord, a tasteOf our everlasting feast. 



 
4 May Thy gospel's joyful sound Conquer sinners, comfort saints; 
Make the fruits of grace abound, Bring relief for all complaints; 
Thus, may all our Sabbaths prove,'Til we join the Church above. 
Thus, may all our Sabbaths prove,'Til we join the Church above. 
 

Charge and Benediction 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your 
mind; and love your neighbor as yourself. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.   
 
Choral Amen 
 
Postlude 


