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The Second Sunday in Lent 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Is not this the fast I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice; 
P: to share your bread with the hungry; 
L: to bring the homeless poor into your house;   
P: When you see the naked, to clothe them? 
L: Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
P: and your healing shall spring up quickly. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
God of mercy, you are full of tenderness and compassion, slow to anger, 
rich in mercy, and always ready to forgive.  Grant us grace to renounce all 
evil and to cling to Christ, that in every way we may prove to be your loving 
children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-476       “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above”  

 

1 O worship the King, all glorious above! 
O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love; 



Our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, 
Pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 
2 O tell of God’s might, O sing of God’s grace, 
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy space. 
The chariots of heaven the deep thunderclouds form, 
And bright is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 
 
3 The earth with its store of what wonders untold, 
Almighty, Thy power hath founded of old; 
Hath stablished it fast by a changeless decree, And 
round it hath cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 
4 Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, And 
sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
 
5 Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail; 
Thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 

 CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.  We 
confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your 
way.  We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are 
stained and great when we are small.  We have failed in love, 
neglected justice, and ignored your truth.  Have mercy, O God, and 
forgive our sin.  Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      



L: Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-350  “The Summons” 
 
1 Will you come and follow me if I but  
call your name? Will you go where you don't  
know and never be the same? Will you  
let my love be shown, will you let my  
name be known, will you let my life be   
grown in you and you in me? 
 
2 Will you leave yourself behind if I but  
call your name?  Will you care for cruel and  
kind and never be the same?  Will you  
risk the hostile stare should your life  
attract or scare?  Will you let me answer  
prayer in you and you in me? 
 
3 Will you let the blinded see if I but  
call your name? Will you set the prisoners  
free and never be the same? Will you  
kiss the leper clean, and do such as  
this unseen, and admit to what I  
mean in you and you in me? 
 
4 Lord your summons echoes true when you but  
call my name. Let me turn and follow  
you and never be the same. In your  
company I'll go where your love and  



footsteps show.  Thus I'll move and live and  
grow in you and you in me. 
 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Philippians 3:17-4:1 

17 Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as 
you have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18 For, 
as I have often told you before and now tell you again even with 
tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ. 19 Their destiny is 
destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their 
shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 20 But our citizenship is in 
heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his 
control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious 
body. 

4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy 

and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 

PSALM:  Psalm 27 
 

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation— 
    whom shall I fear? 
The LORD is the stronghold of my life— 
    of whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When the wicked advance against me 
    to devour[a] me, 
it is my enemies and my foes 
    who will stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army besiege me, 
    my heart will not fear; 
though war break out against me, 
    even then I will be confident. 
4 One thing I ask from the LORD, 
    this only do I seek: 
that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 
    all the days of my life, 
to gaze on the beauty of the LORD 
    and to seek him in his temple. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+27&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14288a


5 For in the day of trouble 
    he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 
he will hide me in the shelter of his sacred tent 
    and set me high upon a rock. 
6 Then my head will be exalted 
    above the enemies who surround me; 
at his sacred tent I will sacrifice with shouts of joy; 
    I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
7 Hear my voice when I call, LORD; 
    be merciful to me and answer me. 
8 My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 
    Your face, LORD, I will seek. 
9 Do not hide your face from me, 
    do not turn your servant away in anger; 
    you have been my helper. 
Do not reject me or forsake me, 
    God my Savior. 
10 Though my father and mother forsake me, 
    the LORD will receive me. 
11 Teach me your way, LORD; 
    lead me in a straight path 
    because of my oppressors. 
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 
    for false witnesses rise up against me, 
    spouting malicious accusations. 
13 I remain confident of this: 
    I will see the goodness of the LORD 
    in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD; 
    be strong and take heart 
    and wait for the LORD. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 13:31-35 

31 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 

32 He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and 
healing people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my 



goal.’ 33 In any case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next 
day—for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 

34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 
you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 35 Look, your 
house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

MESSAGE:             Layer of Grief           Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  
 

I have been thinking about the human heart.  How is it that we whose 
beating hearts were created by a loving God turn away from our God? We 
have been born in the image of God as a reflection of our God.  How do our 
hearts not simply long for being in the presence of God?  Why does the 
human heart grow cold and hard against God? 
 
In my experience, one human emotion that can douse even the strongest 
fire is grief.  Grief enters our lives without notice demanding our complete 
attention.  There is no way that we can truly prepare for the emotion of 
grief.  We may think we are prepared, but our preparations are knocked 
over like a wrecking ball hitting a building with ultimate crushing force.  We 
are bowled over with no way to avoid the immediate emotions that grip us 
in grief. We try to keep our heads above water but the pain is unexpectedly 
strong as it pulls us under; it feels as if the pain will be unending. We are 
not sure how we will breathe again.  We are not sure how we will continue 
to press on in the face of our loss.  It is easy to convince ourselves that it 
would be easier to die than to live with the pain of grief in our loss. How 
many of you have felt that way?  
 
We often associate grief with the loss of a loved one – the time that we 
mourn our life as it will become without a particular person in it.  The loss of 
a loved one is a grief that with time we can usually learn to live with; the 
grief does not disappear, but it does mellow out seeming a bit less sharp 
for the most part.  Our grief for a lost loved one tends to morph into a less 
intense emotion over time. Yet, to be honest, while it is the most notable, 
grief for a loved one is not the only grief or loss that we encounter.   
  
We face other types of loss every day. For some, other losses can be more 
impactful in a negative way and begin an avalanche of loss for an 



individual.  Let’s consider an extreme example: the loss of a job may carry 
with it the loss of financial security.  Along with the loss of financial stability, 
may cause the loss of a home.  The loss of a home brings feelings of 
insecurity and the inability to feel safe and the stress of losing the home 
may cause the loss of a marriage or significant relationship.  The loss of 
what one thought would be a lifelong partner can bring feelings of 
unworthiness and can devastate one’s self esteem.  When one loses their 
self-esteem, they many lose the desire to care for themselves which may 
have a negative bearing on their health and well-being. 
 
With each experience of grief, we may try to shelter our hearts instead of 
facing the full blow from the wrecking ball. We may wrap our hearts tightly 
in the grief making sure to block out any light or warmth that might try to 
enter. Our hearts once covered over in our grief can no longer feel with 
empathy; we cannot see another’s pain – only our own.  We push others 
away; not wanting the warm touch of someone else’s caring. We may injure 
others with our words and actions that arise from our pain. And we wallow 
in that pain of grief giving it the place in our heart that is reserved for God. 
We would rather worship at the throne of grief than the throne of glory. 
Logic would say, “Is it any wonder that when someone faces all this loss 
that one may feel their faith losing its footing as well?”  
 
Jesus experiences deep sorrow because he has seen this kind of cold hard 
grief exposed in Jerusalem.  Jerusalem has experienced so much loss over 
time.  The overthrowing of the kingdom of Israel after the northern tribes 
refused to accept the son of Solomon as their king resulted in the diaspora. 
The Jewish people were taken from Jerusalem as prisoners of war and 
dispersed away from their homeland.  
 
The Temple was destroyed, a casualty of war. As a result, they could not 
come into the Temple singing. They could not give grain offerings and 
offerings of the first fruits in praise to God. They were a people set adrift 
without a homeland.  Yet God did not forget them or forsake them. The 
Jewish people were later reinstated in Jerusalem and the Temple was 
rebuilt but they continued to feel grief over that loss of a homeland and the 
ability to worship God in the Temple.  That grief is still very raw.  And now 
as Jesus surveys the city, there is another new invading force, more 
oppressors are in Jerusalem.   
 



The Roman Empire is in control. For the Roman Empire, there is no 
question about people abandoning their own traditions and adapting 
themselves to become Roman citizens.  Those who would rebel and speak 
against the Roman Empire would find themselves crucified with other like-
minded people, their bodies hung along the road that led into Jerusalem. 
The consequences of their actions were real; the zero tolerance policy 
solidly in place.  The Jewish leadership has a tenuous relationship with the 
Roman Empire.  They are permitted to worship God with the caveat that 
they do not stir up trouble in the rest of the city. 
 
Any prophet calling the Jewish people to return to God’s favor, to be God’s 
people even in the face of the Roman Empire – was killed out of the self-
preservation of the Jewish leaders.  The grief of losing their homeland had 
taught the leadership to fly below the radar and not draw attention to 
themselves. The Pharisees felt the need to report anyone who was not 
falling into line with the understanding of being a Jew within the Roman 
government. They did not want to have any stain upon them that would 
inspire the Romans to take what few privileges they had to worship God 
away. Nor did the Pharisees have to get their hands dirty as Rome was 
happy to kill any would be prophet calling for change. 
 
Any prophet might upset the balance of power and that was dangerous. 
Because if  a prophet were to call the people to turn back to God then the 
people would be defying the rule of the Roman Empire and the powers that 
be.  We hear clearly that King Herod would come after the prophet to kill 
the message along with the messenger. Hail Caesar! 
 
Yet Jesus sees that raw grief and he wants to wrap his arms around 
Jerusalem to soothe the pain.  Jesus wants to tell them about God’s deep 
love and comfort the people as he shelters and protects them.  But 
Jerusalem has turned to worship its grief and not the king of glory.   
 
What about us?  Have we given our grief the place of God in our hearts?  
Have we closed our heart as tightly as we can, so that nothing gets in that 
would move us beyond our grief?  Logic may say that when someone faces 
all this loss or something similar that one may feel their faith losing its 
footing, but we can be assured that God is always there for us, especially in 
times of grief. God’s faithfulness is ever present. During these difficult 
times, our challenge is to remember God’s faithfulness so that we will open 



our hearts, turn into the everlasting arms of Jesus as we accept the warmth 
and love of God even in the midst of our grief.    
  

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
B-81            “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”  
 
1 Lord, who throughout these forty days For us didst fast and pray, 
Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins, And close by Thee to stay. 
 
2 As Thou with Satan didst contend, And didst the victory win, 
O give us strength in Thee to fight, In thee to conquer sin. 
 
3 And through these days of penitence, And through Thy Passion-tide, 
Yea, evermore, in life and death, O Lord, with us abide. 
 
4 Abide with us, that so, this life Of suffering over past, 
An Easter of unending joy We may attain at last! 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures  
Here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

 



JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

God of compassion, we praise you that you look upon our frail lives with 
love and understanding, and that you desire for us all new life in Jesus 
Christ.  We are overwhelmed by your love, which goes to the cross for us, 
endures the grave, and leads us to new life. By your Spirit, strengthen our 
souls to be brave and bold in Christ’s service.  Take the offering of our lives 

and use them for your purposes. 

Jesus, remember us when you come into your kingdom.  Hear our 
intercessions. For your church around the world,  

P: we ask new life. 

For all who carry out ministries in your church, 

P: we ask grace and wisdom. 

For people who have accepted spiritual disciplines,  

P: we ask inspired discipleship. 

For Christians of every land, 

P: we ask new unity in your name. 

For Jews and Muslims and people of other faiths,  

P: we ask your divine blessing. 

For those who cannot believe, 

P: we ask your faithful love. 

For leaders and rulers in every land, 

P: we ask your guidance. 

For people who suffer and sorrow, 

P: we ask your healing peace. 

Holy God, your Word, Jesus Christ, spoke peace to a sinful world and 
brought humanity the gift of reconciliation by the suffering and death he 
endured.  Teach those who bear his name to follow the example he gave 
us.  May our faith, hope, and charity turn hatred to love, conflict to peace, 



and death to eternal life;   through Christ our Lord, the one who taught us to 
say as we pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: B-371              “Lift High the Cross” 

Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 
The Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 
 
2 Each new born servant of the Crucified 
Bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died.  Refrain 
 
3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
Your death has brought us life eternally.  Refrain 
 
4  So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory.   Refrain   
 
Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Choral Amen 
Postlude 

 


