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The First Sunday in Lent 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
P: try me and know my thoughts! 
L: See if there is any wicked way in me,   
P: and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
God of the covenant, as the forty days of deluge swept away the world’s 
corruption and watered new beginnings of righteousness and life, so in the 
saving flood of Baptism we are washed clean and born again.  Through 
these forty days, unseal within us the wellspring of your grace, cleanse our 
hearts of all that is not holy, and cause your gift of new life to flourish once 
again.  Grant this through Jesus Christ our Redeemer, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   Amen. 
 

*B-260                        “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”   



1 A mighty fortress is our God, A bulwark never failing; 
Our helper He amid the flood Of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe Doth seek to work us woe; His craft and  
power are great, And armed with cruel hate, On earth is not his equal. 
 
2 Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing; 
Were not the right Man on our side, The Man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is He, Lord Sabaoth  
His name, From age to age the same, And He must win the battle. 
 
3 And though this world, with devils filled, Should threaten to undo us, 
We will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, We tremble not for him; His rage we  
can endure, For lo! his doom is sure, One little word shall fell him. 
 
4 That word above all earthly powers, No thanks to them, abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours Through Him who with us sideth; 
Let goods and kindred go, This mortal life also; The body  
they may kill, God's truth abideth still, His kingdom is forever. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of mercy, you sent Jesus Christ to seek and save the lost.  We 
confess that we have strayed from you and turned aside from your 
way.  We are misled by pride, for we see ourselves pure when we are 
stained and great when we are small.  We have failed in love, 
neglected justice, and ignored your truth.  Have mercy, O God, and 
forgive our sin.  Return us to paths of righteousness through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
L: Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 



P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-352     “Spirit Song” 
1 Oh, let the Son of God enfold you with his  
Spirit and his love.  Let him fill your heart and  
satisfy your soul.  O let him have the things that  
hold you, and his Spirit, like a dove will descend  
upon your life and make you whole 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs 
 
 
2 O come and sing this song with gladness as your  
hearts are filled with joy.  Lift your hands in sweet  
surrender to his name.  O give him all your tears and  
sadness; give him all your years of pain, and you'll  
enter into life in Jesus' name. 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
When you have entered the land the LORD your God is giving you as an 
inheritance and have taken possession of it and settled in it, 2 take some of 
the first fruits of all that you produce from the soil of the land the LORD your 
God is giving you and put them in a basket. Then go to the place 
the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his Name 3 and say to the 
priest in office at the time, “I declare today to the LORD your God that I have 
come to the land the LORD swore to our ancestors to give us.” 4 The priest 
shall take the basket from your hands and set it down in front of the altar of 
the LORD your God. 5 Then you shall declare before the LORD your God: 
“My father was a wandering Aramean, and he went down into Egypt with a 
few people and lived there and became a great nation, powerful and 
numerous. 6 But the Egyptians mistreated us and made us 



suffer, subjecting us to harsh labor. 7 Then we cried out to the LORD, the 
God of our ancestors, and the LORD heard our voice and saw our 
misery, toil and oppression. 8 So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and 
wonders. 9 He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing 
with milk and honey; 10 and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that 
you, LORD, have given me.” Place the basket before the LORD your God 
and bow down before him. 11 Then you and the Levites and the foreigners 
residing among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God 
has given to you and your household. 
 
PSALM:  Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 
    my God, in whom I trust.” 
9 If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” 
    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
10 no harm will overtake you, 
    no disaster will come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you in all your ways; 
12 they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 
    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
14 “Because he[a] loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; 
    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 
    I will be with him in trouble, 
    I will deliver him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 
    and show him my salvation.” 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 4:1-13 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into 
the wilderness, 2 where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate 
nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+91%3A1-2%2C+9-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15410a


3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 
bread.” 

4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 

5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 
kingdoms of the world. 6 And he said to him, “I will give you all their 
authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone 
I want to. 7 If you worship me, it will all be yours.” 

8 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 
only.’” 

9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of 
the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from 
here. 10 For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you 
    to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, 
    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
12 Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an 
opportune time. 

MESSAGE:             Layer of Doubt        Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  
 

I have been thinking about the human heart.  How is it that we whose 
beating hearts were created by a loving God turn away from our God? We 
have been born in the image of God as a reflection of our God.  How do our 
hearts not simply long for being in the presence of God?  Why does the 
human heart grow cold and hard against God? 
 
For many people, faith in God is simple at first, especially as children.  We 
understand God as the creator of all things.  We understand God has great 
mercy for us when we falter.  We understand that God has heaped our 
lives with grace upon grace.  We love God with a pure love for our creator.  
We know that God is and that God’s love is enough.  It seems that our faith 
is secure and our hearts are filled with the joy of living in God’s presence.   
 



For the very reason that God loves diversity, God has created each one of 
us to be different with gifts and skills that complement one another so that 
together we can be more than conquers in the service of God; and yet 
humans are sinful by nature having inherited the guilt of the sin of our first 
parents, turning away from our loving God and putting ourselves in God’s 
place.  We are a fallen people who are subject to sin. 
 
Just as Satan had once tempted Jesus, is it any surprise that we too would 
be tempted by Satan? So when Satan, the adversary begins to whisper in 
our ear, we may not be as strong to resist that temptation to doubt God.  
We hear Satan’s whisper in the television or NetFlix programs we watch as 
he says, “Are you so sure that God is the creator of all things? Isn’t that just 
an ancient people’s understanding of how the universe came to be?” We 
may begin to think these creeping questions of doubt have some validity. 
 
We feel Satan’s nudge in the headlines as he says, “If God is so merciful 
why is there so much illness and disease in the world? Why doesn’t God 
just make the problem go away?” Our own anxiety makes us wonder the 
same thing and we might begin to think there may be something to this 
idea of doubting God. 
 
We observe Satan at work in the world in which we live as he says, “Why 
do bad things happen to good people?  Where is the grace of God in a life 
destroyed by drugs, lust, abuse and abandonment?” We may find that this 
temptation to doubt God is becoming stronger from the continued 
onslaught. 
 
We experience Satan’s handiwork throughout creation as he says, “Why is 
there conflict and war in the world if God actually loves humanity?  Isn’t it 
clear that if God loves, God would smite those who blaspheme God’s holy 
name - then the world would be at peace?”  The idea of doubt that Satan 
has tempted us with begins to take hold. A layer of doubt forms tightly 
around our hearts so that our warm and beating hearts are restricted. As 
we begin to turn away from God being lured by the siren song of Satan, the 
warmth of our hearts grows colder toward other people because if we doubt 
God’s love, why would anyone love us or why should we take a risk to love 
anyone else?   
 
In a broken and sinful world of cynics and angry people, it is pretty clear 
that Satan has been successful in placing a layer of doubt around the 



human heart.  And what Satan hopes we will forget is that God also gave 
us free will.  We do not have to live in the confinement of doubt.  We have 
the freedom of will through the guidance of the Holy Spirit so that we can 
make the choice to set aside our doubt and faithfully follow God’s truest 
expression of love, Jesus, our savior.   
 
Satan may whisper that resistance is futile.  Jesus stands in the breech for 
us to shield us.  We have a choice to listen to Satan letting that layer of 
doubt form a cocoon around our hearts as we follow our sinful nature and 
continue to turn away from God. Or we can chose to listen to the Holy Spirit 
letting the knowledge that God’s love is so deep and so wide that it warms 
our hearts and we can see clearly that God sent Jesus to cut away the 
doubt growing there.      
 
The temptation to doubt is a very easy thing for Satan to prompt us to do; a 
whisper here, a nudge there.  But I ask you - why would you willingly 
without a question give Satan the foothold into your heart allowing your 
heart to become cold and hard causing you to turn away from God’s love?    
Truth be told, there should be absolutely no doubt in your mind of the depth 
and breadth of God’s love for you because God sent Jesus to save you.  If 
you will but listen, the power of the Holy Spirit will inspire you to understand 
that you have the free will and the ability to chip away the layer of doubt 
surrounding your heart.   
 
As we begin this Lenten season, let us listen carefully for the Holy Spirit’s 
calling us to turn away from sin and turn back to God as we follow Jesus to 
the cross.  
  

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN: B- 80     “Jesus Walked This Lonesome Valley” 

 
1 Jesus walked this lonesome valley, He had to  
walk it by Himself; O, nobody else could walk it  
for Him, He had to walk it by Himself. 
 
2 We must walk this lonesome valley, We have to  
walk it by ourselves; O, nobody else can walk it  
for us, we have to walk it by ourselves. 



 
3 You must go and stand your trial, You have to  
stand it by yourself, O, nobody else can stand it  
for you, You have to stand it by yourself. 
 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures  
Here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

 
SERVICE OF INSTALLATION 

L: There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
P: There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord 
who is served.  
L: God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose 
that is accomplished 
P: To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common 
good. Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members 
of it. 
 
Statement on Installation 
Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, the Session of 
Bethel Murdoch Presbyterian Church now installs Kathy Flynn and Pat 
Stouder to the office of Elder and to active service on the Session. We 
install Paul Neumann and Patty Bradley to active service on the Deacons.  
The Session also installs to active service as Trustees: Randy Evans and 
Chuck Shebor. 
 
Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant 
Jesus calls the whole church to renewed commitment, and reminds us all 
to bear gladly the yolk of Christ given in the covenant of baptism.  Let us, 
therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows, renouncing all that opposes God 
and God’s rule and affirming the faith of the holy catholic church. 
 
Renunciations 



Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and 
renounce evil and its power in the world, if so say I do? 
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 
trusting in his grace and love? If so say I do. 
Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his 
Love? If so say I will, with God’s help 
 
Profession 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.  Do you believe in God the 
Father? 
I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Do you Believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended to 
the dead.   On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks.  In countless ways you 
have revealed yourself in ages past, and have blessed us with signs of 
your grace. 
We praise you that through the waters of the sea you led your people Israel 
out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise.   
We praise you for sending Jesus your Son, who for us was baptized in the 
waters of the Jordan, and was anointed as the Christ by your Holy Spirit.  
Through the baptism of his death and resurrection you set us free from the 
bondage of sin and death, and give us cleansing and rebirth. 
We praise you that in baptism you give us your Holy Spirit, who teaches us 
and leads us into all truth, filling us with a variety of gifts, that we might 
proclaim the gospel to all nations and serve you as a royal priesthood. 
We rejoice that you claimed us in our baptism, and that by your grace we 
are born anew.  By your Holy Spirit renew us, that we may be empowered 
to do your will and continue forever in the risen life of Christ, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, now and forever.  Amen 



 
Declaration of Ordination and Installation 
Kathy and Pat, you are now elders in the Church of Jesus Christ and for 
this congregation. Paul and Patty, you are now deacons in the church of 
Jesus Christ and for this congregation. Randy and Chuck, you are now 
trustees in the church of Jesus Christ and for this congregation. Be faithful 
and true in your ministry so that your whole life will bear witness to the 
crucified and risen Christ. 
 
Charge 
Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the word of truth.  
Welcome to ministry. 
 
JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

O Christ, out of your fullness we have all received grace upon grace.  You 
are our eternal hope; you are patient and full of mercy; you are generous to 
all who call upon you. 

P: Save us, Lord. 

O Christ, fountain of life and holiness, you have taken away our sins.  On 
the cross you were wounded for our transgressions and were bruised for 
our iniquities. 

P: Save us, Lord. 

O Christ, obedient unto death, source of all comfort, our life and our 

resurrection, our peace and reconciliation: 

P: Save us, Lord. 

O Christ, Savior of all who trust you, hope of all who die for your, and joy of 
all the saints: 

P: Save us, Lord. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

P: have mercy on us. 



Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

P: have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world,  

P: grant us peace. 

God of love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, so may we give 
ourselves to you, living according to your holy will.  Keep our feet firmly in 
the way where Christ leads us; make our mouths speak the truth that Christ 
teaches us; fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us.  In the holy 
name of Jesus Christ our Savior, we pray.  Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O God 
our creator and redeemer.  In your wisdom, you made all things and 
sustain them by your power. You formed us in your image to love and 
serve you, but we forgot your promises and abandoned your 
commandments.  In your mercy, you did not reject us by still claimed us as 
your own. 
 



When we were slaves in Egypt you freed us and led us through the waters 
of the sea.  You fed us with heavenly food in the wilderness, and satisfied 
our thirst from desert springs.  On the holy mountain you gave us your law 
to guide us in your way.  Through the waters of Jordan you led us into the 
land of your promise, and you sustained us in times of trial.  You spoke 
through prophets calling us to turn from our willful ways to new obedience 
and righteousness.  You sent your only Son to be the way to eternal life.  
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with 
all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your 
name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  He took upon himself the weight of our sin and carried the burden of 
our guilt.  He shared our life in every way, and though tempted, was sinless 
to the end.  Baptized as your own, he went willingly to his death and by 
your power was raised to new life.  In his dying and rising, you gave birth to 
your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death , and made with us 
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this 
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the 
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.   Accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives 
may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 
 
According to his commandment: 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit unite us with 
the living Christ, and with all who are baptized in his name, that we may be 
one in ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send 
us out to be the body of Christ in the world.  



 
Help us, O God, to be obedient to your call to love all your children, to do 
justice and show mercy, and to live in peace with your whole creation.  
Guide us through the desert of life, quench our thirst with the living waters, 
satisfy our hunger with the bread of heaven.  Give us strength to serve you 
faithfully until the promised day of resurrection, when with the redeemed of 
all the ages we will feast with you at your table in glory. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament, untied 
us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your 
eternal kingdom.  Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to 
your praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
Charge and Benediction 



Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Choral Amen 
 

Postlude 

 


