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Celebrating 207 years of Faithful Service to Our God 
PALM SUNDAY 

 
We Enter Into God’s Presence  

WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

 
“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 

Surely the Presence of the LORD is in this place, 
I can feel His mighty power and His Grace. 

I can hear the brush of angels’ wings, 
I see glory on each face. 

Surely the Presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
P: Hosanna in the highest! 

 
OPENING PRAYER  
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you 
L: Let us pray 
Merciful God, as we enter Holy Week and gather at your house of prayer, turn 
our hearts again to Jerusalem, to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
that united with Christ and all the faithful we may one day enter in triumph the city 
not made by human hands, the new Jerusalem, eternal in the heavens, where 
with you and the Holy Spirit, Christ lives in glory forever.  Amen. 

 
   PROCLAMATION OF THE ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM   Luke 19:28-40 
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he 
approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two 
of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, 
you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they 
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 



35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he 
went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the 
whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles 
they had seen: 
38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

   
 *PROCESSIONAL HYMN: B-88 “All Glory, Laud, and Honor” 

 Refrain: All glory, laud, and honor To Thee, Redeemer, King! 
 To whom the lips of children Made sweet hosannas ring. 
  
 Verse 1: Thou art the King of Israel, Thou David’s royal Son,  
 Who in the Lord’s name comest, The King and blessed One. (Refrain) 
  

Verse 2: The people of the Hebrews With palms before Thee went; 
 Our praise and prayers and anthems Before Thee we present. (Refrain) 
  

Verse 3: To Thee, before Thy passion, They sang their hymns of praise; 
 To Thee, now high exalted, Our melody we raise. (Refrain) 
  

Verse 4: Thou didst accept their praises; Accept the prayers we bring, 
 Who in all good delightest, Thou good and gracious King! (Refrain) 
 
L: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
P: Hosanna in the highest! 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray, Everlasting God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son 
to take our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross. In your mercy enable us to 
share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God forever and ever.  Amen. 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC W&R-268  “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”  
 

1 Ride on, ride on in majesty!  Hear! All the  
tribes hosanna cry;  O Savior meek, pursue  
your road with palms and scattered garments strowed. 
 
2 Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly  
pomp ride on to die. O Christ, your triumphs  



now begin o'er captive death and conquered sin. 
 
3 Ride on, ride on in majesty! The host of  
angels in the sky look down with sad and  
wondering eyes to see the approaching sacrifice. 
 
4 Ride on, ride on in majesty! Your last and  
fiercest strife is nigh. The Father on his  
sapphire throne awaits his own anointed Son. 
 
5 Ride on, ride on in majesty! In lowly  
Pomp ride on to die, bow your meek head to  
mortal pain, then take, O Christ, your power and reign. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Eternal God, whose word silences the shouts of the 
mighty: Quiet within us every voice but your own.  Speak to us through the suffering 
and death of Jesus Christ that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may receive race to 
show Christ’s love in lives given to your service.  Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to 
sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens my ear 
to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was 
not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, 
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide my face from 
insult and spitting. 7The Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 
8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up 
together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9It is the Lord God 
who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

 

PSALM          Psalm 31:9-16 
9 Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am in distress; 
  my eyes grow weak with sorrow, 
     my soul and body with grief. 
10 My life is consumed by anguish 
    and my years by groaning; 
my strength fails because of my affliction, 
    and my bones grow weak. 
11 Because of all my enemies, 
    I am the utter contempt of my neighbors 
and an object of dread to my closest friends— 



    those who see me on the street flee from me. 
12 I am forgotten as though I were dead; 
    I have become like broken pottery. 
13 For I hear many whispering, 
    “Terror on every side!” 
They conspire against me 
    and plot to take my life. 
14 But I trust in you, LORD; 
   I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hands; 
    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, 
    from those who pursue me. 
16 Let your face shine on your servant; 
    save me in your unfailing love. 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING         Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in 
the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 
7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedient to 
the point of death— even death on a cross. 9Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. 

 
GOSPEL READING          Luke 22:14-23:56 

14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom 
of God.” 

17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among 
you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the 
kingdom of God comes.” 

19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This 
is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is 
going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has 



been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to question 
among themselves which of them it might be who would do this. 

24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be 
greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and 
those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you 
are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the 
youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, 
the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the 
table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood 
by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred 
one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and sit on 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed 
for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, 
strengthen your brothers.” 

33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 

34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will 
deny three times that you know me.” 

35 Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you without purse, bag or sandals, did 
you lack anything?” 

“Nothing,” they answered. 

36 He said to them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if 
you don’t have a sword, sell your cloak and buy one. 37 It is written: ‘And he was 
numbered with the transgressors’; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. 
Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment.” 

38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” 

“That’s enough!” he replied. 

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 
him. 40 On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into 
temptation.” 41 He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and 
prayed, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but 
yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened 



him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like 
drops of blood falling to the ground. 

45 When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them 
asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get 
up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” 

47 While he was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called 
Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss 
him, 48 but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a 
kiss?” 

49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should 
we strike with our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high 
priest, cutting off his right ear. 

51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and 
healed him. 

52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the 
elders, who had come for him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with 
swords and clubs? 53 Every day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did 
not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour—when darkness reigns.” 

54 Then seizing him, they led him away and took him into the house of the high 
priest. Peter followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in 
the middle of the courtyard and had sat down together, Peter sat down with 
them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at 
him and said, “This man was with him.” 

57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know him,” he said. 

58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 

59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with him, for he 
is a Galilean.” 

60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was 
speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. 
Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the 



rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And he went outside and 
wept bitterly. 

63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating him. 64 They 
blindfolded him and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many 
other insulting things to him. 

66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and 
the teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you 
are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe me, 68 and if I asked you, you 
would not answer. 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right 

hand of the mighty God.” 

70 They all asked, “Are you then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 

71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from 

his own lips.” 

23 Then the whole assembly rose and led him off to Pilate. 2 And they began to 
accuse him, saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes 
payment of taxes to Caesar and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 

3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 

4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a 
charge against this man.” 

5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by his teaching. He 
started in Galilee and has come all the way here.” 

6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that 
Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who was also in 
Jerusalem at that time. 

8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he 
had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to 
see him perform a sign of some sort. 9 He plied him with many questions, but 
Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the teachers of the law were 



standing there, vehemently accusing him. 11 Then Herod and his soldiers 
ridiculed and mocked him. Dressing him in an elegant robe, they sent him back 
to Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had 
been enemies. 

13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to 
them, “You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. 
I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges 
against him. 15 Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he 
has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will punish him and then 
release him.”  

18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to 
us!” 19 (Barabbas had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and 
for murder.) 

20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept 
shouting, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” 

22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man 
committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will 
have him punished and then release him.” 

23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that he be crucified, and their 
shouts prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the 
man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, the one they 
asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his 
way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind 
Jesus. 27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned 
and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 
do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For the time will 
come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the wombs that never 
bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then“‘they will say to the mountains, 
“Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 

31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it 
is dry?” 

32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with him to be 
executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified him 
there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus 



said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They said, “He 
saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 

36 The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine 
vinegar 37 and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 

38 There was a written notice above him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the 
Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you 
are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what 
our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 

42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in 
the afternoon, 45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last. 

47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this 
was a righteous man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this 
sight saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those 
who knew him, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at 
a distance, watching these things. 

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and 
upright man, 51 who had not consented to their decision and action. He came 
from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he himself was waiting for the kingdom 
of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. 53 Then he took it down, 
wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in which no 
one had yet been laid. 54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to 
begin. 

55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw 
the tomb and how his body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared 



spices and perfumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the 
commandment. 

 *HYMN: B-102      “Were You There?” 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? (Were you there?) 
 
2 Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  (Were you there?) 
 
3 Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?  (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble 
Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?  (Were you there?) 
 
4 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (Were you there?) 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? (Were you there?) 
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he 
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy 
catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the 
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. (The Apostles’ Creed) 

 
OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 45140)    
 
DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

L: Almighty and merciful God, from whom comes all that is good, we praise 
you for your mercies, for your goodness that has created us, your grace 
that has sustained us, your discipline that has corrected us, your patience 
that has borne with us, and your love that has redeemed us. Help us to 
love you, and to be thankful for all your gifts by serving you and delighting 
to do you will, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your joys 
and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the weekly 
ENews)  

RESPONSIVE PRAYER ON CHRIST’S PASSION 

L: Christ our teacher, for us you were obedient, even to death: 
P: Teach us to obey God’s will in all things. 
L: Christ our life, by dying on the cross you destroyed the power of evil and 
death: 
P: Enable us to die with you, and to rise with you in glory. 
L: Christ our strength, you were despised, and humiliated as a condemned 
criminal: 
P: Teach us the humility by which you saved the world. 
L: Christ our salvation, you gave your life out of love for us: 
P: Help us to love one another. 
L: Christ our Savior, on the cross you embraced all time with your 
outstretched arms: 
P: Gather all the scattered children of God into your realm. 
L: Jesus, Lamb of God, 
P: have mercy on us. 
L: Jesus, bearer of our sins,  
P: have mercy on us. 
L: Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
P: grant us peace. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER As our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to 
say:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 



into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
*HYMN:  B-89                 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

  
1 Hosanna, loud hosanna The little children sang; 
Through pillared court and temple The joyful anthem rang; 
To Jesus, who had blessed them Close folded to his breast, 
The children sang their praises, The simplest and the best. 

 
2 From Olivet they followed ‘Mid an exultant crowd, 
The victor palm branch waving, And chanting clear and loud; 
The Lord of earth and heaven Rode on in lowly state, 
Nor scorned that little children Should on His bidding wait. 

 
3 "Hosanna in the highest!" That ancient song we sing, 
For Christ is our Redeemer, The Lord of heaven our King. 
O may we ever praise Him With heart and life and voice, 
And in his blissful presence Eternally rejoice. 

 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, remain with you always. Go in peace to love and serve the 
Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

 

 


