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EASTER SUNDAY 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence  
Going to the Tomb 

HYMN: B-102                              “Were You There?”  (verse 4) 

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?  

              Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

At the Tomb 

L: Whom do you seek? 
P: We are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified on Friday. They 
have taken away our Lord, and we do not know where they have laid him. 
L: Do not be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He 
is not here, for he has risen. Go and tell his disciples. 

Word of Jesus' Resurrection Spreads 

L:  Christ has risen! 
P: Christ has risen!  
L:  Christ has risen! 
P: Christ has risen! He has risen indeed! Hallelujah! 

The Light of the Resurrection 

L: The light which the world tried to extinguish cannot be put out. Today we light 
these candles again, proclaiming the transforming power of God. As the light 
returns, we give thanks that God’s transforming love has been, is now, and will 
ever be at work within us. Today we celebrate: new life, new joy, new 
possibilities. Christ is alive and living among us! 

As we light the candles, we acknowledge that there is still pain and suffering in 
the world, but we place our trust in God and in the way shown by Jesus Christ. In 
the midst of darkness, there is light. In the pain of death, there is life. In the face 
of what appear to us to be overwhelming odds, God is at work in us and in the 
world, working for justice and peace, compassion and love, and life abundant. 



Christ is risen; Christ is risen in us, for wherever we gather in his name, he is 
there. 

(All candles are re-lit.)  

All: Alleluia, Christ is risen; Christ is risen indeed! 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy morning, we gather with the 
whole company of God's people in heaven and on earth to share in Christ's 
victory over death. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. The light of Christ.  
P: Thanks be to God! 

The Glory of the Risen Christ 

L: Do not be afraid; I know you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.  He is 
not here; for he has been raised, as he said. 
P: Alleluia! 
L: Christ is risen! 
P: Christ is risen, indeed! 
 

HYMN: B-113                       “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today!” 
 
1 “Christ the Lord is risen today!” Alleluia!  All creation, join to say; Alleluia! 
Raise your joys and triumphs high; Alleluia!  Sing, O heavens, and earth reply, 
Alleluia! 
 
2 Love’s redeeming work is done, Alleluia!  Fought the fight, the battle won; Alleluia! 
Death in vain forbids Him rise; Alleluia!  Christ has opened paradise. Alleluia! 
 
3 Lives again our glorious King; Alleluia!  Where, O death, is now your sting? 
Alleluia! Jesus died, our souls to save; Alleluia! Where your victory, O grave? 
Alleluia! 
 
4 Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven! Alleluia!  Praise to You by both be given; 
Alleluia! Every knee to You shall bow, Alleluia!  Risen Christ, triumphant now. 
Alleluia! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died for us.  
Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with confidence.  In faith and 
penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one another as we pray together 
saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION:    



Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power of sin 
and death.  We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, bound by the 
ways that lead to death.  We overlook the poor and the hungry, and pass by 
those who mourn; we care deaf to the cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to 
calls for peace; we despise the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive 
us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us 
new, that we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen 
Lord.  
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
L: This is the good news: The tomb is completely empty. Sin is totally powerless. 
Death has been defeated forever.    
P: On this Easter day, and every day, we will walk as God's people, forgiven 
and made whole.  Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
*RESPONSE:                                     “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word    
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-291     “Alleluia No. 1” 

 
Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to His name! 
 
1 Jesus is Lord of all the earth. He is the King of creation.  Refrain       
  
2 Spread the good news o'er all the earth; Jesus has died and has risen.  
Refrain   
 
3 We have been crucified with Christ. Now we shall live forever. Refrain 
 
4 Come let us praise the Living God, joyfully sing to our Savior. Refrain      

                                     
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 65:17-25 

17 “See, I will create 
    new heavens and a new earth. 
The former things will not be remembered, 
    nor will they come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 
    in what I will create, 



for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight 
    and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem 
    and take delight in my people; 
the sound of weeping and of crying 
    will be heard in it no more. 

20 “Never again will there be in it 
    an infant who lives but a few days, 
    or an old man who does not live out his years; 
the one who dies at a hundred 
    will be thought a mere child; 
the one who fails to reach a hundred 
    will be considered accursed. 
21 They will build houses and dwell in them; 
    they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 No longer will they build houses and others live in them, 
    or plant and others eat. 
For as the days of a tree, 
    so will be the days of my people; 
my chosen ones will long enjoy 
    the work of their hands. 
23 They will not labor in vain, 
    nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; 
for they will be a people blessed by the LORD, 
    they and their descendants with them. 
24 Before they call I will answer; 
    while they are still speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox, 
    and dust will be the serpent’s food. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain,” 
says the LORD. 

PSALM                      Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever. 

2 Let Israel say: 
    “His love endures forever.” 
19 Open for me the gates of the righteous; 
    I will enter and give thanks to the LORD. 
20 This is the gate of the LORD 
    through which the righteous may enter. 



21 I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 
    you have become my salvation. 
22 The stone the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone; 
23 the LORD has done this, 
    and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 The LORD has done it this very day; 
    let us rejoice today and be glad. 
25 LORD, save us! 
    LORD, grant us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD. 
    From the house of the LORD we bless you. 
27 The LORD is God, 
    and he has made his light shine on us. 
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession 
    up[b] to the horns of the altar. 
28 You are my God, and I will praise you; 
    you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
29 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
    his love endures forever. 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:    Acts 10:34-43 

34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not 
show favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does 
what is right. 36 You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, 
announcing the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of 
all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning 
in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good 
and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with 
him. 

39 “We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised him from 
the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all 
the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen—by us who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the 
people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

GOSPEL LESSON: John 20:1-18     

about:blank#fen-NIV-15897b


Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she 
came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and 
said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they 
have put him!” 

3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but 
the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and 
looked in at the strips of linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter 
came along behind him and went straight into the tomb. He saw the strips of 
linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around Jesus’ 
head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the 
other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and 
believed. 9 (They still did not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise 
from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 

11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she wept, she bent over to look 
into the tomb 12 and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had 
been, one at the head and the other at the foot. 

13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have 
put him.” 14 At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did 
not realize that it was Jesus. 

15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell 
me where you have put him, and I will get him.” 

16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means 
“Teacher”). 

17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. 
Go instead to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father, to my God and your God.’” 

18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” 
And she told them that he had said these things to her.         



MESSAGE:                   Ideals of Easter                   Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 

 

Mary was the first human being who knew about God’s plan to send the Son for 
the redemption of the world.  When the angel came to her to explain that as a 
virgin she would carry God’s Son she was confused and puzzled, yet Mary had 
faith in God.  She had a desire that the people of the world who had lost their 
way by sinning against God, then turning away from God would be reconciled 
and brought back into the family through God’s Son.  Mary’s faith and humility 
allowed her to accept what was happening even if she did not fully understand 
the ramifications of being the maid servant of the Lord.   
 
Mary’s faith was deepened as she raised this child Jesus.  Time and again 
people and events affirmed the divinity of Jesus for Mary.  She watched with a 
mother’s eye and felt the pride swell as her son continued to grow in grace and in 
knowledge.  Then after Jesus’ entry into ministry, Mary followed and was always 
in the background.  Even through the mock trial that was meant for nothing more 
than to eliminate Jesus so that the power Caiaphas yielded would no longer be 
questioned, the anxiety of watching that event had to twist Mary’s heart.  Then to 
see her child beaten, crucified and dying had to make Mary feel as if she too was 
dying.  She remained to the end receiving Jesus’ body into her arms as he was 
lowered from the cross.  Yet, Mary’s faith did not waver.  Mary knew that God 
had a plan for all of humanity and somehow that plan would come into being 
through this Jesus.   
 
Mary Magdalene was a woman which in her society meant that she was less 
than a second class citizen or even less than human.  We do not know Mary’s full 
story but she has been attributed with the inauspicious title of harlot, prostitute, 
and whore.  What is absolutely clear is she was a fallen woman, someone who 
had no protector, no family, no safety net to keep her from falling into the depths 
of poverty.  To most of the people of her day, Mary Magdalene would have been 
someone to ignore.  No one wanted to be seen with the likes of her.  No one saw 
anything of value or worth within her.  No one cared about what happened to her.   
 
It was not until Jesus the Rabbi saw Mary Magdalene as one of God’s children 
did anyone ever treat her with dignity.  Jesus showed her the promise of the 
kingdom of God where neither male nor female were held one above the other, 
but all would be loved and honored as God’s people. Jesus claimed Mary 
Magdalene as a person of ability and worth and because of this - redeemed her 
from the life of a forgotten person who would have been left in the gutter to die 
alone.  Jesus redeemed Mary Magdalene, and because of her redemption she 
stayed nearby during the betrayal, the trial, the torture and the death of Jesus.  
She returned on that first Easter day to take care of Jesus’ body, to wrap it with 



perfumes and spices only to find the stone rolled away from the tomb.  Mary 
Magdalene wept in the garden outside of the tomb until a man asked her why 
she was crying, and who was she looking for.  Only then did she realize that she 
was looking into the face of her redeemer, her teacher, her savior and her Lord, 
Jesus the Christ. 
 
While many were amazed at her story of being brought back from the brink of 
death by Jesus, Jarius’ daughter’s experience was forgotten amidst the hue and 
cry of the trial, persecution, and inhumane death of Jesus.  This young girl had 
been dead, but Jesus gave her new life and with that new life came a new 
purpose.  Jarius’ daughter knew that she had been given a gift that was precious 
and she intended to make her life count.  She chose to lead a life in service to 
God as a disciple of Jesus Christ her risen Savior.  There was absolutely no 
question in her mind that Jesus had been raised from the dead as Jesus had 
raised her.  Jarius’ daughter chose to do her best in thought, word and deed in 
this broken and sin filled world to share the miracle of the resurrection with 
everyone and to reflect the beauty of the kingdom of God even as she served 
God’s people.   
 
Each of these women had a personal experience with Jesus.  Each one 
celebrates an ideal of Easter.  Mary’s model of faith can uplift us and be an 
example of the tenacity of God in good times and difficult times in our lives. We 
can know without the shadow of a doubt that God is present to us always.  Mary 
Magdalene, having been redeemed demonstrates that even the worst behaved 
and hard hearted among us can be transformed by the Good News of God’s 
love.  No matter what our past has been, we can be assured that we are loved 
and valued in the eyes of Jesus.  Jarius’ daughter shows us that we have been 
given new life through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.  When we claim 
that new life for ourselves, we have the opportunity to use that life to serve God’s 
people as we follow Jesus, the light of the world.  We are made into new people 
as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 
It is by God’s amazing love and grace that Jesus now lives.  Christ is risen! Christ 
is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
We Respond with Thanksgiving 

 
HYMN: B-302                          “I Danced in the Morning” 
 
 Verse 1: I danced in the morning when the world was begun,  

   And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,  
   And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth;  
   At Bethlehem I had My birth. 



 
 Refrain: Dance, then, wherever you may be;  

   I am the Lord of the Dance, said He, 
    And I’ll lead you all, wherever you may be,  

  And I’ll lead you all in the dance, said He. 
 
Verse 2: I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,  
    But they would not dance and they would not follow Me; 
    I danced for the fishermen, for James and John; 
    They came with Me and the dance went on. (Refrain) 
 
Verse 3: I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame; 
    The holy people said it was a shame. 
    They whipped and they stripped, and they hung Me high, 
    And left Me there on a cross to die. (Refrain) 
 
Verse 4: I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black; 
    It’s hard to dance with the devil on your back. 
    They buried My body and they thought I’d gone;  
    But I am the dance and I still go on. (Refrain) 
 
Verse 5: They cut Me down and I leap up high; 
     I am the life that will never, never die;  
     I’ll live in you if you’ll live in Me; 
     I am the Lord of the Dance, said He. (Refrain) 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

This is the good news which we have received, in which we stand, and by which we 
are saved, if we hold it fast: that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, 
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to 
the women, then to Peter, and to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus Christ is the first 
and the last, the beginning and the end; he is our Lord and our God. Amen.  
(See 1 Cor. 15:1–6; Mark 16:9 (16:1–9); Matt. 16:16; Rev. 22:13; John 20:28) 
 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 45140) 

 
DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures  
Here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen. 



 
JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your joys 
and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the weekly 
ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

On this Easter, just like on that very first day, you come, Bearer of the love of 

God, walking with us so we may discover the good news of the empty 

grave, then we will run to tell everyone we meet.  

On this Easter, just like on that very first morning, you wait and 

watch, Omnipotent God, as we seek to understand this mystery which leaves 

us bewildered and scratching our heads.  We are baffled until we turn to you for 

answers and discover all we need to know when you call us by our names.  

On this Easter, just like these first moments, you whisper to us, Holy Spirit, of 

love which rolls away fears, of hope which folds grave clothes, of grace which 

upends every assumption.  

God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  We lift 
before you those concerns we have as we pray for those in need… 
We lift before you those things that have brought joy into our lives… 
 
We ask travel mercies on all who are traveling… 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, and 
those whose faith is known to you alone.  Give comfort to those who mourn. 
We take just a moment to pray for ourselves… 
 
On this Easter, just like on all days, you are our grace, our hope, our peace, God 
in Community, Holy Three in One, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and so we pray 
these and all things in the Name of Jesus, the one who taught us to say as we 
pray,  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

*HYMN: B-122                           “Thine Is the Glory”  
 



1 Thine is the glory, Risen, conquering Son; Endless is the  
victory Thou o’er death hast won. Angels in bright raiment 
Rolled the stone away, Kept the folded grave-clothes 
Where Thy body lay. 
 
Refrain:  
Thine is the glory, Risen, conquering Son; 
Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won! 
 
2 Lo! Jesus meets us, Risen from the tomb; Lovingly He  
greets us, Scatters fear and gloom. Let the church with gladness 
Hymns of triumph sing, For the Lord now liveth; 
Death hath lost its sting.                             Refrain      
 
3 No more we doubt Thee, Glorious Prince of life!  Life is nought  
without Thee; Aid us in our strife. Make us more than conquerors 
Through Thy deathless love; Bring us safe through Jordan 
To Thy home above.                                                 Refrain 
 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds 
in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; and 
the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son , and the Holy Spirit remain 
with you always.   
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
 Choral Amen 
 
 
 


