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The Second Sunday of Easter 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: O give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
P: God’s steadfast love endures forever 
L: Blessed are those who have not seen   
P: and yet have come to believe. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the hope 
of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith and receive the 
fullness of Christ’s blessing, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, forever and ever.   Amen. 
 
HYMN: B- 121      “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”  
 
1 That Easter day with joy was bright, The sun shone out with fairer light, 
When to their longing eyes restored, The apostles saw their risen Lord. 
 
2  O Jesus, King of gentleness, Do all our In most hearts possess,  
And we may give to You will ever raise the tribute of our grateful praise. 



 
3 From every weapon death can wield, Your own Redeemed for every 
shield; O Lord of all, with us Abide In this our joyful Easter tide. 
  
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the 
power of sin and death.  We confess that we remain captive to doubt 
and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death.  We overlook the poor 
and the hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the 
cries of the oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise 
the weak, and abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. 
Help us to trust your power to change our lives and make us new, that 
we may know the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen 
Lord.  
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
L: Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-293     “Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!” 
  

1 Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days! 
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder: all creation is amazed. 



In the desert all-surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 
 
2 Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair. 
Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend. 
Jesus is our strong companion.  Joy and peace shall never end. 
 
3 Christ is risen! Earth and heaven evermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!” 
God the First and Last is with us, Sing Hosanna, everyone! 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Revelation 1:4-8 

4 John, To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 

Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, 
who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the 
kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has 
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him 
be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 

7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 
    and “every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him”; 
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 
So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who 
was, and who is to come, the Almighty.” 

PSALM:  Psalm 150 
 

1 Praise the LORD. 
Praise God in his sanctuary; 
    praise him in his mighty heavens. 
2 Praise him for his acts of power; 



    praise him for his surpassing greatness. 
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet, 
    praise him with the harp and lyre, 
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing, 
    praise him with the strings and pipe, 
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals, 
    praise him with resounding cymbals. 
6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 20:19-31 

19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were 
together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 20 After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed when 
they saw the Lord. 

21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them and said, “Receive the 
Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do 
not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with 
the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have 
seen the Lord!” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my 
finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not 
believe.” 

26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with 
them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger 
here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop 
doubting and believe.” 

28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 



30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which 
are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name. 

MESSAGE:       Believe In Me    Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  
 

This morning let’s try to imagine being one of Jesus’ disciples in the days 
following the crucifixion.  Surely, if you had been one of the disciples you 
would have been more than a little paranoid.  You would have been looking 
over your shoulder wondering if the Sanhedrin would be hunting you down 
in order to have the Roman Empire slaughter the remaining followers of 
your Rabbi, Jesus.    
 
Self-preservation would have been a priority, but that might prove to be 
difficult as this was a high profile case.  Everyone knew about the teacher, 
preacher and healer Jesus.  He had been front page news for his healing 
ministry and call to repent and believe the Good News of God’s love.  But 
the word spread rabidly most especially during the travesty of a flamboyant 
trial involving the Sanhedrin and two Roman procurators ending in the 
torture and murder by crucifixion of Jesus.  You would be justified to think 
that you might be next in line if the authorities found you and the rest of the 
disciples who followed him.  
 
As a disciple, you had once thought Jesus would be unstoppable.  You 
were convinced that he would be the mighty king in David’s line that would 
save the Jewish people from the oppression of the Roman Empire.   You 
felt certain that there would be a reversal of fortunes.  The Roman Empire 
would be vanquished; the Jewish nation would be no longer under their 
control.  But alas, that would never come to pass.  Jesus was dead.  No 
one would dare take up the mantel as it would be a death sentence and 
only a zealot or a fool would attempt it.   
 
Going into hiding seems to make sense.  Somewhere where you hope it 
will be safe behind locked doors.  Some of the disciples will want to stay 
together and some will run as far away as they can get from Jerusalem.   
Those who remain are huddled together – doors and windows closed and 
locked to keep out any prying eyes, hoping that no one will alert the 
authorities to your presence in that location.  You hope that the media fire 



storm will dissipate quickly and everyone will move on to the next big 
headline of the day sooner rather than later.   
 
And when you feel as safe as you can under the circumstances, then your 
mind shifts to the death of Jesus.  Grief is palpable; you can feel the 
heaviness weighing you down.  How can Jesus be gone?  It is the first day 
of the week and you think that if Jesus were still alive you would all be 
heading somewhere to teach or preach or heal the people there.  What 
about them? What would happen to the ones who never heard the saving 
message or felt the healing touch of Jesus?   
 
Just when your heart feels so heavy that it might drag you to your knees, a 
movement catches your eye.  You can barely believe what you are seeing.  
Surely this is your mind playing a trick on you because you see that one 
person which you desire to see more than anything else standing in front of 
you; your teacher, Jesus.   Just when you are about to ask someone to 
pinch you to make sure you are awake, Jesus speaks saying, “Peace be 
with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  Then he breathes 
the Holy Spirit into you.   
 
 Whoa!  This is great!  All of your thoughts that Jesus was really and truly 
God’s Son have been confirmed.  You know with certainty that He is alive!  
Things are back to normal – Jesus is here and can go on in ministry as 
before. Just as you begin to let this sink in, Jesus is gone.  But that is okay, 
you know that he lives!   
 
So is it any wonder when Thomas returns from having been out, that 
everyone is jumping for joy sharing their excitement over seeing Jesus 
alive and well. Thomas thinks that your grief has gotten the better of you 
and you are all imagining Jesus’ appearance.  Thomas makes it clear that 
he is made of sterner stuff and will not let his grief get in the way.  So 
declaring that the only way he will believe it is Jesus is for him to be able to 
touch the wounds in Jesus’ hands and feel where the spear pierced Jesus’ 
side, Thomas puts an end to any conversation about Jesus being alive. 
Dead men don’t show up and talk because Thomas knows without a doubt 
that Jesus is dead – he was there to see Jesus die with his own eyes.  End 
of story.  No discussion.   
 
You can understand how Thomas feels and you are fairly certain that you 
would feel the same way if the situation was reversed.  But you know who 



you saw and you heard what Jesus said. So what if Thomas doubts your 
experience? You continue to hold in your heart the beauty and light that 
entered the room with Jesus, You know what happened and you are 
assured; having no doubt that Jesus is alive.  
  
A week goes by and Thomas has continued to grumble when anyone 
mentions Jesus being alive.  Thomas tells you in no uncertain terms that 
you are deceiving only yourselves because dead men don’t walk, dead 
men don’t talk and dead men don’t just appear out of nowhere.   Thomas 
believes that it must have been a mass hallucination that arose from the 
gathered disciples collective pain and desire to see Jesus again.  Period.  
Nothing more.  Thomas insists that this experience you had together is 
simply not real. 
 
Just then a movement catches Thomas’ eye and there in the middle of the 
room stands Jesus saying “Peace be with you” offering his hands and side 
for Thomas to touch.   Well here it is, Thomas’ opportunity to prove that you 
are wrong.  Jesus stands still as Thomas puts his finger into the wounds of 
Jesus.  With each exploration of the wounds, you watch as Thomas moves 
rapidly from disbelief to total believer. This cynical, fact checking man ready 
to claim everyone else’s experience as mass hysteria has now 
encountered the living Christ and he has been transformed.  Once filled 
with doubt, now Thomas no longer doubts.  Once denying the risen Christ, 
now a true believer. 
 
What about you who lives in such a cynical, disbelieving world? When you 
hear other people testify to their experience witnessing how it is that they 
have seen Christ in the world, do you discount their experience as mass 
hysteria; a figment of their imaginations?  Have you witnessed their 
transformation from being cynics to becoming true believers?   
 
What about you?  Deep down are you more like Thomas telling Jesus that 
you need a personal audience to prove that Jesus lives? Or maybe you 
don’t need to see.  Maybe you believe from the top of your head to the tips 
of your toes that Jesus Christ is alive.  If that is you, I wonder how is it that 
you have been transformed when you encountered the risen Christ.  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN: B- 118     “The Day of Resurrection”  



1 The day of resurrection!  Earth, tell it out abroad; 
The Passover of gladness, The Passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, From this world to the sky, 
Our Christ hath brought us over With hymns of victory. 
 
2 Our hearts be pure from evil, That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal Of resurrection light; 
And, listening to His accents, May hear, so calm and plain, 
His own "All hail!" and, hearing, May raise the victor strain. 
 
3 Now let the heavens be joyful, Let earth the song begin, 
Let the round world keep triumph, And all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen Their notes in gladness blend, 
For Christ the Lord is risen, Our joy that hath no end. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

Christ Jesus, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 
God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form he 
humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death – even death 
on a cross.   

Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should 
confess to the glory of God:  Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.            
(Philippians 2:5-11) 

 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures  
Here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

God of Hope and Healing, we confess to You that we have hidden wounds, 
scars that run deep. We confess that we do not know the pain of those 
around us. We have become good liars, telling others we are fine when we 
are not. We have accepted the false witness from others that everything is 
okay when it is not. Call us to be deep listeners. Help us to understand 
when others are experiencing trauma how to be present, how we might 
best listen. Help us in our own journey of healing to recognize our pain and 
trauma, to seek help when needed, to know that though we may be broken, 
we can experience healing and wholeness. Great Physician, help us to 
heal each other, through the love of Christ, who was broken because of us, 
and who lives again with his scars.  
 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  We 
lift before you those concerns we have as we pray for those in need. 
  
We lift before you those things that have brought joy into our lives. 
 
We ask travel mercies on all who are traveling. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to you alone. Give comfort to those who 
mourn.  
 
We take just a moment to pray for ourselves… 
 
Wise God, You have granted us wisdom and insight. You have sparked in 
us the curiosity to understand our universe. You have called us to question 
what we know, to explore more deeply what You have created, but also to 
explore our faith and understanding in You. Sometimes those questions 
lead us to doubts. Wise God, help us to navigate our journey of faith so that 
we do not fear doubts and questions, but welcome them, knowing that 
uncertainty leads us forward. Help us to rest in unknown, content that You 
hold everything for us. Alpha and Omega, Beginning and End, You are the 
Wise God our Savior. It is in the name of the same Jesus Christ our Lord 
that we pray the prayer he taught us, 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 



bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

*HYMN: B-123             “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today” 

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 
 
2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 
 
3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He's King, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 
 
4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as God’s love; Alleluia! 
Praise our God, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 

Charge and Benediction 
We believe in the risen Christ, who comes to us with scars. We believe in 
the risen Christ, who was beaten and killed by the world. We believe in the 
risen Christ, who comes to all and says, “Peace be with you.” We believe in 
the risen Christ, who embodies healing and hope. There is life. There is 
hope. Love is eternal. Know that you are beloved of God, and no matter 
what you have been through, Christ loves you, accepts you, and in Christ 
there is the hope of healing, and the promise of eternal life.  
And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Choral Amen 
Postlude 


