
BETHEL MURDOCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9602 Murdoch-Goshen Road, Loveland, OH  45140 

April 3, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
Celebrating 207 years of Faithful Service to Our God 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Forgetting what lies behind  
P: and straining forward to what lies ahead,  
L: we press on toward the goal  
P: for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, our Redeemer, in our weakness we have failed to be your 
messengers of forgiveness and hope.  Renew us by your Holy Spirit, that 
we may follow your commands and proclaim your reign of love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B- 139      “Come Thou Almighty King” 
1 Come, thou almighty King, Help us Thy name to sing, 
Help us to praise: Father, all-glorious, O'er all victorious, 
Come, and reign over us, Ancient of Days. 
 



2 Come, Thou Incarnate Word, Gird on Thy mighty sword, 
Our prayer attend: Come, and Thy people bless, And give  
Thy word success; Spirit of holiness, on us descend. 
 
3 Come, Holy Comforter, Thy sacred witness bear 
In this glad hour: Thou who almighty art, Now rule in  
every heart, and ne'er from us depart, Spirit of power. 
 
4 To Thee, great One in Three, The highest praises be, 
Hence evermore! Thy sovereign majesty May we in  
glory see, And to eternity Love and adore. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
If it is true that God has recorded our failings, we hope it will never be 
published.  But in truth, if the book was opened, every page would be 
blank, for God forgives us of everything we have done, or failed to do.  So, 
let us wait for God's mercy and grace, as we come with our prayers for 
forgiveness, saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION:    
We are set free by your saving grace, Generous God, yet we must 
confess how we are still bound by our pride and arrogance.  We seem 
unable to throw off the grave clothes of our habitual sin.  We cling to 
our fears, for they are so familiar and comfortable. Yet, there in every 
corner of our lives, in every shadow we fear, into the cold embrace of 
death itself, you come, Steadfast Love.  You break the bonds of sin 
and death, calling us to new life through the love and sacrifice of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: You can put your hope in God, dear friends, for God offers us that love 
which never fades, that life which never ends. 
P: We wait for God, and God does not fail us.  God's hope, God's love, 
and God's grace are forever.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 



We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R- 177   “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord 
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 43:16-21  
16 This is what the LORD says— 

    he who made a way through the sea, 
    a path through the mighty waters, 
17 who drew out the chariots and horses, 
    the army and reinforcements together, 
and they lay there, never to rise again, 
    extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
18 “Forget the former things; 
    do not dwell on the past. 
19 See, I am doing a new thing! 
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 
I am making a way in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland. 
20 The wild animals honor me, 
    the jackals and the owls, 
because I provide water in the wilderness 
    and streams in the wasteland, 
to give drink to my people, my chosen, 
21     the people I formed for myself 
    that they may proclaim my praise. 

 
PSALM:  Psalm 126 

1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
    we were like those who dreamed. 
2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, 
    our tongues with songs of joy. 
Then it was said among the nations, 
    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3 The LORD has done great things for us, 
    and we are filled with joy. 
4 Restore our fortunes, LORD, 
    like streams in the Negev. 
5 Those who sow with tears 
    will reap with songs of joy. 



6 Those who go out weeping, 
    carrying seed to sow, 
will return with songs of joy, 
    carrying sheaves with them. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 12:1-8 

Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus 
lived, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in 
Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus was among those reclining at 
the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an 
expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her 
hair. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray 
him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not say this because he cared 
about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money bag, he 

used to help himself to what was put into it. 

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save 
this perfume for the day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor 
among you, but you will not always have me.” 

MESSAGE:             Layer of Guilt       Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  
 

All of us have experienced guilt in some shape or form over our lifetime.  
From the time we are children, we are taught to feel guilty as a deterrent for 
those things that we might have done or are thinking about doing.  The 
adults in our lives taught us to feel guilt when we engaged in inappropriate 
or unwanted behavior, like scribbling in a text book or pulling someone’s 
ponytail or fighting with a friend or sibling.  It’s appropriate to feel guilty 
when you’ve done something wrong. Feeling the emotion of guilt for an 
action deserving of regret is normal; to not feel guilty, in these cases, may 
be a sign of serious mental illness.  
 
In some ways guilt can be a very helpful guide to keep us from engaging in 
something that might be harmful to us.  When tempted to participate in an 
activity we know is wrong, we can sometimes consider the consequences: 
Can I stand to live with the guilt that this activity would produce - is a valid 



question if you are considering embezzling from your company or cheating 
on your spouse or stealing from a friend.  It is good that you can recognize 
that the guilt may be too much for you to bear.  
 
However, for many of us, guilt can become a paralyzing emotion because 
we get stuck in our guilt. The problems occur when we think about our guilt 
over and over again.  Each time we review it and wish we had never done 
whatever it is we have done adds another layer of guilt around our heart 
wrapping it tightly and choking it off and making it cold and hard toward 
God. We don’t want to accept the blame for our actions and yet we know 
we are guilty.  We don’t want to admit that we have done anything wrong 
because what the other person doesn’t know won’t hurt them.  Well at least 
until they find out.  And really who are we hurting the most with our guilt?     
 
Some of us are so in tune with our own guilt that we will try to divert 
attention to someone else.  Take Judas for example – Mary, Lazarus’ 
sister, took the perfume that she had purchased for the burial of her brother 
and after he had been raised from the dead by Jesus used it to wash the 
feet of Jesus and then dry them with her hair as an act of loving kindness. 
But Judas wanted to keep the attention off of him and his own guilty ways 
of stealing from the treasury and his ultimate act of betrayal.  So Judas 
attempted to make Mary feel guilt for the extravagant use of the perfume 
that could have been sold for a good deal of money.  Yet Jesus would not 
allow Judas to pile the guilt on Mary.  Jesus saw the action of Mary as the 
gift preparing his body for the burial he would be facing soon.  Jesus knew 
of Judas’ guilt and how far Judas would go before finding out he had gone 
too far.   
 
Perhaps the best thing we can learn from Judas is to carefully consider that 
an action in the past cannot be changed, no matter how much you wish it 
would. Remember that only when Jesus was convicted to die, did Judas 
fully realize his own complicity in the situation.  
 
How then do we get through our own paralyzing guilt? When we are 
paralyzed and tormented by our own guilt we need to accept the fact that 
whatever we have done has happened. We need to apologize to the 
person or persons we have harmed, and then we need to figure out how to 
avoid committing the same act in the future. 
 



So I have to ask: How many of you believe that Jesus, God’s Son came to 
take on the sins of the world? How many of you believe that Jesus died to 
free you in particular from your sin?  Do you know that you are forgiven by 
God?  Do you accept the love and mercy that God has offered you through 
the life, death and resurrection of the Son? Can you feel the grace of God 
washing away the guilt you harbor?  Can you let that guilt go? 
 
Does knowing without the shadow of a doubt that Jesus died to take away 
the guilt of your sin help you to break the paralyzing power of guilt in your 
life?  Does the acceptance that you are forgiven allow you to tear away the 
layers of guilt surrounding your heart?  When you do, can you live as a true 
disciple of Christ free from guilt, forgiven and filled with God’s love as you 
are led by the Holy Spirit?  
  

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN: B- 310       “Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee” 

1 Jesus, the very thought of Thee With sweetness fills my breast; 
But sweeter far Thy face to see, And in Thy presence rest. 
 
2 Nor voice can sing, nor heart can frame, Nor can the mind recall 
A sweeter sound than Thy blest name, O Savior of us all. 
 
3 O hope of every contrite heart, O joy of all the meek, 
To those who fall, how kind Thou art! How good to those who seek! 
 
4 But what to those who find? Ah, this Nor tongue nor pen can show: 
The love of Jesus, what it is, None but His loved ones know. 
 
5 Jesus, our only joy be Thou, As Thou our prize wilt be; 
Jesus, be Thou our glory now, And through eternity. 
 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures  
Here below; 



Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

 
 
JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son.  Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for the church. 
O God, enliven the church for its mission that we may be salt of the earth 
and light to the world.  Breathe fresh life into your people. Give us power to 
reveal Christ in word and action.  We pray for the world. 
 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace, that 
we may respect one another in freedom and truth.  Awaken in us a sense 
of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.  Teach us to care creatively for 
its resources.  We pray for the community. 
 
God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the 
lives of others, that all may act with integrity and courage.  Give grace to all 
whose lives are linked with ours.  May we serve Christ in one another, and 
love as he loves us.  We pray for those in need. 
 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
May they know the power of your healing love.  Make us willing agents of 
your compassion.  Strengthen us as we share in making people whole.  We 
remember those who have died and those who mourn. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
and those who faith is known to you alone.  Loving God, into your hands 
we commend them.  Give comfort to those who mourn.  Fill the emptiness 
of their loss with your never-ending peace.  We pray for ourselves and our 
ministries. 
Lord, you have called us to serve you.  Grant that we may minister in your 
name, with your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 



homecoming and the welcome of your embrace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, we pray.  Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O God 
our creator and redeemer.  In your wisdom, you made all things and 
sustain them by your power. You formed us in your image to love and 
serve you, but we forgot your promises and abandoned your 
commandments.  In your mercy, you did not reject us by still claimed us as 
your own. 
 
When we were slaves in Egypt you freed us and led us through the waters 
of the sea.  You fed us with heavenly food in the wilderness, and satisfied 
our thirst from desert springs.  On the holy mountain you gave us your law 
to guide us in your way.  Through the waters of Jordan you led us into the 
land of your promise, and you sustained us in times of trial.  You spoke 
through prophets calling us to turn from our willful ways to new obedience 
and righteousness.  You sent your only Son to be the way to eternal life.  
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, and with 
all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your 
name: 



 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  He took upon himself the weight of our sin and carried the burden of 
our guilt.  He shared our life in every way, and though tempted, was sinless 
to the end.  Baptized as your own, he went willingly to his death and by 
your power was raised to new life.  In his dying and rising, you gave birth to 
your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death , and made with us 
a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this 
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the 
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.   Accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives 
may proclaim the One crucified and risen. 
 
According to his commandment: 
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his 
coming in glory. 
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit unite us with 
the living Christ, and with all who are baptized in his name, that we may be 
one in ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send 
us out to be the body of Christ in the world.  
 
Help us, O God, to be obedient to your call to love all your children, to do 
justice and show mercy, and to live in peace with your whole creation.  
Guide us through the desert of life, quench our thirst with the living waters, 
satisfy our hunger with the bread of heaven.  Give us strength to serve you 
faithfully until the promised day of resurrection, when with the redeemed of 
all the ages we will feast with you at your table in glory. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, forever and ever. Amen. 
 



Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this Sacrament, untied 
us with Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your 
eternal kingdom.  Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to 
your praise and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Choral Amen 
 
Postlude 


