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The Fifth Sunday of Easter  
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Call on the name of the Lord in praise; 
P: Make known God’s deeds among the nations! 
L: Sing to God with joyful songs;   
P: tell of God’s wonderful deeds! 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Lord of life, submitting to death, you conquered the grave.  By being lifted 
on a cross, you draw all peoples to you.  By being raised from the dead, 
you restore to humanity all that we had lost through sin.  Throughout these 
fifty days of Easter we proclaim the marvelous mystery of death and 
resurrection.  For all praise is yours, now and throughout eternity.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B- 106      “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks”  
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord, 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to His name. 
 



1. Jesus is Lord of all the earth. 
He is the King of creation.    Refrain. 
 
2. Spread the good news o’er all the earth. 
Jesus has died and has risen.   Refrain. 
 
3. We have been crucified with Christ. 
Now we shall live forever.    Refrain. 
 
4. Come, let us praise the living God, 
Joyfully sing to our Savior.    Refrain. 
 

  
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one 
another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power 
of sin and death.  We confess that we remain captive to doubt and fear, 
bound by the ways that lead to death.  We overlook the poor and the 
hungry, and pass by those who mourn; we are deaf to the cries of the 
oppressed, and indifferent to calls for peace; we despise the weak, and 
abuse the earth you made. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust 
your power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know 
the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord.  
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
L: Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 



Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-304     “Shout for Joy, Loud and Long” 
1 Shout for joy, loud and long, 
God be praised with a song! To the Lord we belong 
children of our Maker, God the great life-giver! 
 
Refrain:  Shout for joy, joy, joy!  Shout for joy, joy, joy! 
God is love, God is light, God is everlasting! 
 
2 By God's word all was made, 
heaven and earth, light and shade, nature's wonders displayed, 
we to rule creation from its first foundation.   Refrain 
 
3 Yet our pride makes us fall! 
So Christ came for us all- not the righteous to call- 
by his cross and passion, bringing us salvation!  Refrain 
 
4 Now has Christ truly risen 
and his Spirit is given to all those under heaven  Refrain 
who will walk beside him, though they once denied him! 
 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Acts 9:1-6 

 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the 
Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to 
the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to 
Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to 
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 

5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go 
into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 



PSALM:  Psalm 30 
 

1 I will exalt you, LORD, 
    for you lifted me out of the depths 
    and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 
2 LORD my God, I called to you for help, 
    and you healed me. 
3 You, LORD, brought me up from the realm of the dead; 
    you spared me from going down to the pit. 
4 Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people; 
    praise his holy name. 
5 For his anger lasts only a moment, 
    but his favor lasts a lifetime; 
weeping may stay for the night, 
    but rejoicing comes in the morning. 
6 When I felt secure, I said, 
    “I will never be shaken.” 
7 LORD, when you favored me, 
    you made my royal mountain stand firm; 
but when you hid your face, 
    I was dismayed. 
8 To you, LORD, I called; 
    to the Lord I cried for mercy: 
9 “What is gained if I am silenced, 
    if I go down to the pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 
    Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, LORD, and be merciful to me; 
    LORD, be my help.” 
11 You turned my wailing into dancing; 
    you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 
12 that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. 
    LORD my God, I will praise you forever. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 21:1-19 

Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It 
happened this way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other 
disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and 



they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but 
that night they caught nothing. 

4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 
realize that it was Jesus. 

5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 

6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find 
some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the 

large number of fish. 

7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon 
as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer 
garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the 
water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, 
for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they 
landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some 
bread. 

10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So 
Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was 
full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus 
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask 
him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now 
the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of 
John, do you love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 



Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love 
me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger 
you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead 
you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 
death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 

MESSAGE:         Nourishment and Encouragement     
                      Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 
When I was a little girl of about 5 and things were not going the way that I 
thought they should go, I would seek out my grandmother, because I was 
taught that older people were far wiser than people of my parents’ age and 
I could trust what they had to say about the events of the world.  Usually, 
there was some grievance on my mind that had to do with my older brother 
acting like an older brother.  Shooing me away when his friends were 
around, taking away the toy I had been playing with, you know, the normal 
kinds of things that older siblings do to younger siblings.  
 
When these things would occur I would enter the kitchen, because my 
grandmother always seemed to be in the kitchen, and I would tug on her 
apron.  She would look down and see that my bottom lip was jutting out far 
enough for a bird to perch on and she would set aside whatever she was 
doing to hug me and set me in a chair at the kitchen table.  She would ask 
me if I was hungry and did I want something to eat.  In an effort to keep my 
upset showing I would nod while making sure my lip remained in an 
exaggerated pout.  Have you ever noticed that you cannot pout and eat at 
the same time successfully?   
 
I believe this was one of her wisest moments, because she would make it 
very special.  In honor of my upset condition, she would allow me to have a 
cup of coffee which meant that I had a cup with milk and sugar and about a 
tablespoon of coffee, so that it would soothe my ruffled feathers.  Now that I 
was feeling special, she would place before me a plate with canned 
peaches in heavy syrup that made me smile as they slipped and slid while I 



tried to scoop them up on my fork.  Then after I was fully nourished and 
clearly in a better state of mind, a calm place where I felt the warmth of 
love, Grandma would ask, “So what is the trouble between you and your 
brother?” 
 
I would spin a tale of heroic combat over a play thing that raged as mightily 
as any war ravaged battlefield.  Then Grandma would ask, “Is that so?”  
and she would then wait patiently giving me the chance to think about what 
I had said and determine if my statement needed revision. After thinking 
about it, I would alter the tale toning it down to be a minor skirmish 
contained within a small rebellion. To which my Grandma would say, “Is 
that so?” and again she would wait patiently to see if the story had 
completed its evolution. Once again, a change happened and I would then 
state the facts as best as I could saying that I had retrieved a toy out of my 
brother’s room and when he saw me playing with it, he plucked it out of my 
hands and marched it back into his room where he shut the door while 
saying, “No Girls allowed!” 
 
To which my grandmother replied, “Is that so?  So you took something that 
was not yours and thought that it was alright until the rightful owner came 
along and took it back.   How is it that you have been wronged?” Well when 
she put it like that, I realized that I was the one who had started my own 
troubles! Darn it all! And then she would say, “Maybe you could ask your 
brother if there was a toy he has that you can play with? He does have 
some toys that are not meant for children of your age.  I’m sure that he has 
a car or a ball that would be alright for you to have.  Why don’t you ask him” 
With my grandmother’s encouragement, I always felt better and knew that 
she was right, because my brother was generous with his things that were 
not special toys just for children his age.  
 
When I think about how I received nourishment and encouragement from 
my grandmother, I realize that that is what the risen Christ is doing for his 
disciples by laboring over a hot charcoal grill cooking breakfast on the 
beach.  Sitting with them and letting them tell of the hardship they had 
encountered during his arrest, his crucifixion and his death.  
 
After being nourished by Jesus, can’t you just imagine how Peter had the 
feeling that he was under the microscope each time that Jesus asked if 
Peter loved him.  Jesus asked Peter three times if he loved Jesus. Peter 
was to understand for himself that even though he had been the one who 



had denied Jesus three times, with each time that Peter declared his love 
for Jesus, his confessions of love covered over his denials, Jesus offered 
him mercy and Peter was forgiven truly and completely. It was Jesus’ way 
to encourage Peter and the other disciples in the faith and to give Peter 
and all the disciples the opportunity to choose whom they would serve and 
re-commit themselves to the risen Christ.  
 
With nourishment and encouragement we too are given the choice of 
service.  As for me and my house we will serve the Lord.  Who will you 
choose to serve?  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

HYMN: B-367       “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” 

 
Refrain: Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, Show 
us how to serve the neighbors we have from You. 
 
1 Kneels at the feet of His friends, Silently washes their  
feet, Master who acts as a slave for them.   Refrain 
 
2 Neighbors are rich folk and poor, Varied in color and  
race, Neighbors are nearby and far away.    Refrain 
 
3 These are the ones we should serve, These are the ones we should  
Love, All these are neighbors to us and You.    Refrain 
 
4 Loving puts us on our knees, Serving as though we are 
Slaves, This is the way we should live with You.  Refrain 
 
5 Kneel at the feet of our friends, Silently washing their  
feet, This is the way we should live with you.   Refrain 
  



 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  (The 

Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son.  Therefore in confidence and trust we pray for the church. 
 
O God, enliven the church for its mission  
P: that we may be salt of the earth and light to the world. 
Breathe fresh life into your people. 
P: Give us power to reveal Christ in work and action. 
We pray for the world.  
 
Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace, 
P: that we may respect one another in freedom and truth. 
Awaken in us a sense of wonder for the earth and all that is in it. 
P: Teach us to care creatively for its resources. 
We pray for the community.  



God of truth, inspire with your wisdom those whose decisions affect the 
lives of others,  
P: that all may act with integrity and courage. 
Give grace to all whose lives are linked with ours. 
P: May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he loves us. 
We pray for those in need. 
 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. 
P: May they know the power of your healing love.  
Make us willing agents of your compassion. 
P: Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
We remember those who have died and those who mourn. 
 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to you alone. 
P: Loving God, into your hands we commend them. 
Give comfort to those who mourn. 
P: Fill the emptiness of their loss with your never-ending peace. 
We praise you for all of your saints who have entered your eternal glory. 
P: May their examples inspire and encourage us. 
We pray for ourselves and our ministries. 
 
Lord, you have called us to serve you. 
P: Grant that we may minister in your name, with your love in our 
hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in our wills; until, at the 
end of our journey, we know the joy of our homecoming and the 
welcome of your embrace. 
It is in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord that we pray. Amen. 
 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 



 
Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you.   
L: Lift up your hearts.   
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal 
God, creator and ruler of the universe. At your word the earth was made 
and spun on its course among the planets.  Your hand formed us from the 
dust of the earth and set us among all your creatures to love and serve 
you.   
When we were unfaithful to you, you kept faith with us, your love remained 
steadfast.  When we were slaves in Egypt, you broke the bonds of our 
oppression, brought us through the sea to freedom, and made covenant to 
be our God.   
By a pillar of fire you led us through the desert to a land flowing with mild 
and honey, and set before us the way of life.  You spoke of love and justice 
in the prophets, and in the Word made flesh you lived among us, 
manifesting your glory.  He died that we might live, and is risen to raise us 
to new life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of heaven and 
with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of 
your name: 
 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, whom you sent to save us.  He came with healing in his touch, and 
was wounded for our sins.  He came with mercy in his voice, and was 
mocked as one despised.  He came with peace in his heart, and met with 
violence and death.   
By your power he broke free from the prison of the tomb, and at his 
command the gates of hell were opened.  The one who was dead now 
lives.  The one who humbled himself is raised to rule over all creation, the 



Lamb upon the throne.  The one ascended on high is with us always, as he 
promised. 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this 
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the 
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.  Accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives 
may proclaim the one crucified and risen. 
L: Praise to you, Lord Jesus: 
 
P: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life.  Lord 
Jesus, come in glory.  
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit make us 
one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in 
ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to 
be the body of Christ in the world. 
Nourished at this table, O God, may we know Christ’s redemptive love and 
live a new life in him.  Help us who recognize our Lord in the breaking of 
bread to see and serve him in all whose lives are broken.  Give us who are 
fed at his hand, grace to share our bread with the hungry and with the 
hungry of heart.  Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final 
victory, and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal 
realm. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 



The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
God, our help and strength, you have satisfied our hunger with this 
Eucharistic food.  Strengthen our faith, that through the death and 
resurrection of your Son we may be led to salvation, for he is Lord now and 
forever.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Choral Amen 
 

 


