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Celebrating 207 years of Faithful Service to Our God
The Day of Pentecost
We Enter Into God’s Presence
WELCOME
L: This is the day that the Lord has made
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
THE PEACE
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
P: And also with you.
“SURELY THE PRESENCE”
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place.
I can feel His mighty power and His grace.
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face.
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place.
CALL TO WORSHIP
L: The love of God
P: has been poured into our hearts
L: through the Holy Spirit
P: that has been given to us.
OPENING PRAYER
God our creator, earth has many languages, but your gospel proclaims your
love to all nations in one heavenly tongue. Make us messengers of the good
news that, through the power of your Spirit, all the world may unite in one
song of praise; through your Son, Jesus Christ our lord, who lives and reigns
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
*HYMN: B-469

“Morning Has Broken”

1 Morning has broken Like the first morning,
Blackbird has spoken Like the first bird.
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing Fresh from the Word!

2 Sweet the rain’s new fall Sunlit from heaven,
Like the first dewfall On the first grass.
Praise for the sweetness Of the wet garden,
Sprung in completeness Where God’s feet pass.
3 Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning
Born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, Praise every morning,
God’s re-creation Of the new day!
CALL TO CONFESSION:
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin
to God as we pray together saying,
PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating
bold tongues, open ears, and a new community of faith. We confess that
we hold back the force of your Spirit among us. We do not listen for your
word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live as a people made
one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the
power of your Spirit, and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful
people, doing your will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in
the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who
forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the
Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
P: Thanks be to God! Amen.
*RESPONSE:
“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, Amen.
We Hear God’s Word
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-134 “Sweet, Sweet Spirit”

There's a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I
know that it's the Spirit of the Lord; there are
sweet expressions on each face, and I
know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove, stay right here
with us, filling us with Your love; and for these blessings
we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt we'll know
that we have been revived when we shall leave this place.
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: Acts 2:1-21 New International Version (NIV)
2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one
place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from
heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 They saw what
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of
them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
5

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being
spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking
Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native
language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and
converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the
wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked
one another, “What does this mean?”
Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much
wine.”
13

14

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the
crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain
this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 These people are not drunk, as

you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what was spoken
by the prophet Joel:
“‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18
Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19
I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20
The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21
And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
17

Psalm: Psalm 104:24-35 New International Version (NIV)
24
How many are your works, LORD!
In wisdom you made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
25
There is the sea, vast and spacious,
teeming with creatures beyond number—
living things both large and small.
26
There the ships go to and fro,
and Leviathan, which you formed to frolic there.
27
All creatures look to you
to give them their food at the proper time.
28
When you give it to them,
they gather it up;
when you open your hand,
they are satisfied with good things.
29
When you hide your face,

they are terrified;
when you take away their breath,
they die and return to the dust.
30
When you send your Spirit,
they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground.
31
May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in his works—
32
he who looks at the earth, and it trembles,
who touches the mountains, and they smoke.
33
I will sing to the LORD all my life;
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
34
May my meditation be pleasing to him,
as I rejoice in the LORD.
35
But may sinners vanish from the earth
and the wicked be no more.
Praise the LORD, my soul.
Praise the LORD.
GOSPEL LESSON John 14:8-17 New International Version (NIV)
8

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been
among you such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the
Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I
am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I do
not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is
doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works
themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works
I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for
anything in my name, and I will do it.
9

“If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he
will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the
15

Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
MESSAGE:

Encountering the Holy Spirit
Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman

Wouldn’t it have been thrilling to be at the birth of the church and have that
tangible experience of encountering the Holy Spirit’s baptism by fire?
Pentecost is the Jewish festival that is celebrated 50 days after Passover
and for the disciples gathered together in one place it was a very exciting,
emotional and spiritual experience. Can you imagine the sudden rush and
howl of a loud wind filling this space in which we are seated? Then to see
a fire from which individual flames light upon the heads of each person
seated here? Could you imagine feeling the Holy Spirit filling you up so
that you could share with all people of the world the good news of God’s
love found in Christ with no language barrier?
But for us today, that viseral experience of the Holy Spirit simply does not
happen. We don’t have the blowing winds and tongues of flames resting
on our heads to indicate that we are disciples of Jesus Christ and part of
the church. Instead we question what is going on in our lives and how, if at
all, the Holy Spirit is working in us, through us or with us.
Somedays it is hard to even think of ourselves as worthy people. We
recognize our brokenness and think ourselves unworthy to share in the
grace freely given by God. If our calling is to spread the good news of the
gospel, we wonder how we can teach of such a holy God to a world that
can see our flaws, our scars, and our failures. As broken people, just how
are we to engage in the ministry of the church?
The apostle Paul assures us that we are meant to be the hands and feet of
Christ. Paul says, “Such is the confidence that we have through Christ
toward God. 5Not that we are competent of ourselves to claim anything as
coming from us; our competence is from God, 6who has made us
competent to be ministers of a new covenant” (2 Corinthians 3:4-6).
It is not uncommon for us to wonder how we can be ministering to others
and just how we can know God’s will. We struggle between knowing God’s
will and our own desires. Because of our struggles, sometimes we feel as if
our faith is worthless. Paul acknowledges our feelings of worthlessness,

then corrects our thinking, by saying to us, “… the Spirit helps us in our
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit
intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the
heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for
the saints according to the will of God” (Romans 8:26-27).
Sometimes we push back because we feel as if we are in a constant tug of
war within ourselves and we struggle daily to remain faithful. We each
have a desire to serve God, but sometimes in the heat of the moment we
would rather turn our backs and run away. We might believe that we lack
the power to be successful in serving God. Once more we turn to scripture
and find that Jesus tells us, “you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8).
God has called us to minister and we wonder how we are to do that. We
wonder what we should do and where we should go. Jesus tells us that,
“The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send, will teach you all things and
will remind you of everything I have said to you” (John 14:26).
So on this Pentecost Sunday, let us set aside our doubts and fears and
rededicate our lives and ministries to God and proclaim to God, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit our love, worship and adoration.
We Respond with Thanksgiving
*HYMN: B-326

“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”

1 Spirit of God, descend upon my heart;
Wean it from earth, through all its pulses move;
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as Thou art,
And make me love Thee as I ought to love.
2 Hast Thou not bid us love Thee, God and King;
All, all Thine own: soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
I see Thy cross, there teach my heart to cling.
O let me seek Thee, and O let me find!
3 Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh;
Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,

To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;
Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer.
4 Teach me to love Thee as Thine angels love,
One holy passion filling all my frame.
The baptism of the heaven descended Dove,
My heart an altar, and Thy love the flame.
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. (The
Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical)
OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio
45140)
DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all
creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; Praise
Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the
weekly ENews)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Christ has gathered the church in unity through the Spirit. With sure hope,
let us pray, Maker of all things, in the beginning, you created heaven and
earth. In the fullness of time, you restored all things in Christ. Renew our
world, in this day, with your grace and mercy.
Life of the world, you breathed life into the flesh you created. Now, by you
Spirit, breathe new life into the children of earth. Turn hatred into love,
sorrow into joy, and war into peace.

Lover of peace, you desire the unity of all Christians. Set aflame the whole
church with the fire of your Spirit. Unite us to stand in the world as a sign of
your love.
God of compassion, through your Spirit you supply every human need.
Heal the sick, and comfort the distressed. Befriend the friendless, and help
the helpless.
Source of peace, your Spirit restores our anxious spirits. In our labor, give
us rest; in our temptation, strength; in our sadness, consolation.
God eternal, as you sent upon the disciples the promised gift of the Holy
Spirit, look upon your church and open our hearts to the power of the Holy
Spirit. Kindle in us the fire of your love, and strengthen our lives for service
in your kingdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! They will come from
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God.
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their
eyes were opened and they recognized him.
This is the Lord’s Table. This is not just a Presbyterian table. This is the
Lord’s table. Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast
which he has prepared.
Great Thanksgiving
L: The Lord be with you.
P: And also with you.
L: Lift up your hearts.
P: We lift them to the Lord.
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal
God, creator and ruler of the universe. With the majesty of your hand, you
shaped this world and all that is in it. By your Holy Spirit, you breathed life
into human form, and set us on the earth to praise and serve you. When we

wandered from your ways and were lost in sin’s wilderness, your truth
burned in the hearts of prophets who called your people to return to the
path of righteousness.
In the fullness of time you sent your Son to be our deliverer. In every age
your Holy Spirit has led us in your ways.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels and with
all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your
name:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our
Lord. At his baptism by John, your Spirit came with gentle wings, settling on
him your blessing. In the wilderness of temptation, your Spirit stood by with
power. In his life and ministry, your Spirit led him to serve the poor,
proclaim freedom from sin’s bondage, open eyes with faith’s sight, and
befriend the friendless and the outcast. In all he did and said, he
announced the coming of your saving might. By his death on the cross and
rising from the tomb, he broke the power of death, and led the way to
eternal life. Ascended to rule from on high, Christ prays for us and
promises the coming of peace and power.
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our sacrifice of praise
and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives
may proclaim the One crucified and risen.
L: Christ is the bread of life:
P: When we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim your death,
Lord Jesus, until you come in glory.
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be
the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us
one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in
ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to
be the body of Christ in the world.

By the fire of your Spirit, O God, forge us into one church, many and
different people, together in Christ’s embrace. Set our hearts aflame with a
love for the truth and the desire to do your will, that our witness to Christ
may burn brightly in lives of joyful discipleship. Keep us faithful in your
service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all your
saints in the joy of your eternal realm.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.
This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this in remembrance of me.
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.
Communion of the People - Invitation
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Prayer after Communion
Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament live in the unity
of your Holy Spirit, that we may show forth your gifts to all the world. We
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Charge and Benediction
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good;
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak,

and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing
in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Choral Amen

