
BETHEL MURDOCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9602 Murdoch-Goshen Road, Loveland, OH  45140 

July 17, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
Celebrating 207 years of Faithful Service to Our God 

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: “My word shall accomplish that which I purpose,” says the Lord, 
P: “and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” 
L: Whatever you do, in word or deed, 
P: do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you opened for us a new and living way into 
your presence.  Give us pure hearts and constant wills to worship you in 
spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-263    “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  
1 Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise. 
 



2 Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
 
3 To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
Then wither and perish; but naught changeth Thee. 
 
4 Thou reignest in glory, Thou rulest in light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
Tis only the splendor of light hideth Thee! 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence.  In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried 
to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  We have lived for 
ourselves, and apart from you.  We have turned from our neighbors, 
and refused to bear the burdens of others.  We have ignored the pain 
of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that 
we may choose your will and obey your commandment, through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.   
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                        “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 



As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 
We Hear God’s Word 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-177    “Jesus, Name Above All Names” 
  

Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior,  
glorious Lord Emmanuel, God is  
with us blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior,  
glorious Lord Emmanuel, God is  
with us blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 
 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Colossians 1:15-28 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 16 For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on 
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or 
authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the 
head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from 
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 19 For 
God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 

21 Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your 
minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from accusation— 23 if you continue in your faith, 
established and firm, and do not move from the hope held out in the 
gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed to 
every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

24 Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what 
is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which 
is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave 
me to present to you the word of God in its fullness— 26 the mystery that 



has been kept hidden for ages and generations but is now disclosed to the 
Lord’s people. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the 
Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. 

28 He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone fully mature in Christ. 

PSALM:  Psalm 15 
1 LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent? 
    Who may live on your holy mountain? 
2 The one whose walk is blameless, 
    who does what is righteous, 

    who speaks the truth from their heart; 
3 whose tongue utters no slander, 
    who does no wrong to a neighbor, 
    and casts no slur on others; 
4 who despises a vile person 
    but honors those who fear the LORD; 
who keeps an oath even when it hurts, 
    and does not change their mind; 
5 who lends money to the poor without interest; 
    who does not accept a bribe against the innocent. 
Whoever does these things 
    will never be shaken. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 10:38-42 

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where 
a woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister 
called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But 
Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She 
came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to 
do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 
many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has 
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 



MESSAGE:  Martha or Mary or…? Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  
 

I have to admit there are times when reading this passage from Luke, that I 
think Martha seems to get a raw deal.  People often point to Martha as a 
whiner and complainer who is not spiritually focused.  In this morning's 
scripture, if we were to choose who was in the right- either Mary or Martha- 
there is a tendency to think that Mary is always the one in the right because 
she has chosen to sit at the feet of Jesus.   We often do not take into 
account that as 21st century Christians, we may not understand that which 
was very important in the 1st century. 
 
If we would put ourselves in the first century, we would find the case for 
Martha to be compelling as Martha was the head of a household.  It was 
very unusual in the Jewish tradition for a woman to hold this position as the 
1st century had a male-dominated society.  Martha had to be a rich woman 
in order to be the head of a household and that meant that she held 
specific privileges according to the Mosaic Law.  For one thing, as head of 
the household Martha had the right and obligation to instruct those within 
the household as to their responsibilities. In other words, Martha was 

expected to tell Mary what she should be doing.  Martha had the right and 
the obligation to train Mary what to do to run a successful household.  
Based upon the laws, Mary was expected to follow Martha's instruction. 
 
When we read this passage from our 21st century perspective, it is easy to 
dismiss Martha's request to Jesus to back Martha and insist that Mary be 
instructed to help. We put it down as Martha whining, complaining and 
having her priorities and focus too much on the world instead of on Jesus.  
The reality of the moment was that Martha had every right to make the 
demand that Mary help her. Frankly, it would have been natural and 
expected for Martha to assume that Jesus would have taken her side in the 
confrontation. 
 
But as always, Jesus turns the Law upside down.  Instead of confirming 
Martha's authority as head of household with the right to tell Mary what to 
do, Jesus points to the fact that Mary is in exactly the right place to learn 
about the love of God for all people when she sits at the feet of Jesus. 
Jesus’ observation was that Martha was too focused on the ways of the 
world. 
Martha was busy with providing hospitality to Jesus and his friends.  Martha 
probably felt over-whelmed, over-worked, and maybe underappreciated.   



Therefore, it is not terribly surprising that Martha felt overburdened without 
Mary's help.  Then to see Mary just sitting around could have gotten on her 
last nerve.  It is no wonder that Martha asked Jesus to help her get Mary to 
do that which she had been asked to do.   
 
Even though it sounds like Jesus is reprimanding Martha, it is important to 
note here that Jesus does not tell Martha to quit working. What Jesus is 
trying to do is to help Martha realize that she is distracted and worried 
about the things of the world, which does not negate the importance of the 
work being done and those needs being met.  Instead, Jesus is trying to 
invite Martha to slow down and center her thoughts on God. Jesus 
understands that Martha will only find peace when she can let go of her 
worry and feel at peace in the presence of God, because that is what is 
truly constant.   
 
Let's face it; there are times that we have all felt like Martha.  We are so 
engaged with what we are doing, overwhelmed by our responsibilities, 
pushed to our limits and feeling underappreciated for all that we do.  We 
believe others should have the same focus with the same convictions that 
we have.  We strive to live up to society's expectation of who or what we 
should be and we become disgruntled and unhappy because we have 
centered our hope in the ways of humanity, instead of following the ways of 
God. 
 
On the other hand, when considering the case for Mary we recognize that 
Mary had such a unique opportunity to sit at the feet of Jesus and drink in 
all that he said as a dedicated disciple.  She was purely focused on the 
spiritual things about which Jesus taught and was able to disregard the 
things and responsibilities of the world. The reason most of us would 
choose Mary to be in the right is because we too would love to sit at Jesus' 
feet.  We too would love to feel the growth of our spirit in the presence of 
the master.  We too would strive to be dedicated disciples of Jesus.  
 
But for us without the physical presence of Jesus that task seems to be 
much harder.  It is certainly easy to become overwhelmed by the 
expectations and responsibilities of the world around us, just like Martha.  
For us as 21st century Christians, there must be a sense of intentionality to 
come into God’s presence and spend time with Jesus. To grow in our 
discipleship, we need a time that we set ourselves apart from the world and 
a time that we sit at the feet of Jesus like Mary through reading and 



studying the bible.  To grow in faith, we need a time to offer God our 
prayers in the name of Jesus and a time that we come together and 
worship our God as a beloved community of faith. 
 
I wonder if as 21st century people with the hope of growing in our 
spirituality and yet responsible for our actions and activities in the world, if 
there is a need for us to choose either Mary or Martha as being right.  
Instead, we need to find a balance between our responsibilities in the world 
and the growth of our spirituality as disciples of Jesus Christ and accept 
both as part of who we are as Christians today. When we do, we will be 
able to involve others through our faith.  We can take the light of Christ into 
the world even as we let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts.  May it be 
so.   
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN: B-339   “Be Thou My Vision” 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Nought be all else to me, save that thou art- 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 
2 Riches I heed not, nor vain empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 
3 Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 



the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you 
save us.  We pray for the whole creation.  Overthrow evil powers, right 
what is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your 
children may freely enjoy the earth you have made and joyfully sing your 
praises. 

Gracious God, you have called us to be the church of Jesus Christ.  Keep 
us one in faith and service, breaking bread together, and proclaiming the 
good news to the world, that all may believe you are love, turn to your ways 
and live in the light of your truth. 

Eternal God, you sent us a Savior, Christ Jesus, to break down the walls of 
hostility that divide us. Send peace on earth, and put down greed, pride, 
and anger, which turn nation against nation and race against race.  Speed 
the day when wars will end and the whole world accepts your rule.  

Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world.  Look with compassion on 
those who are sick cheer them by your word and bring healing as a sign of 
your grace. 

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be sure that 
neither death nor life, not things present nor things to come, shall separate 
them from your love. 



Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept 
our requests and further those which will bring about your purpose for the 
earth; through Jesus Christ; who rules over all things and taught us to say 
as we pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: B-391        “Take My Life” 

1 Take my life, and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in  
ceaseless praise, Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands, and let them move At the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be Swift and beautiful  
for Thee, Swift and beautiful for Thee. 
 
3 Take my voice, and let me sing, Always, only, for my King. 
Take my lips, and let them be Filled with messages  
from Thee, Filled with messages from Thee. 
 
4 Take my silver and my gold, Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect, and use Every power as  
Thou shalt choose, Every power as Thou shalt choose. 
 
5 Take my will, and make it Thine; It shall be no  
longer mine. Take my heart, it is Thine own; 
It shall be Thy royal throne, It shall be Thy royal throne. 
 

6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour at Thy feet  
its treasure store.  Take myself, and I will be 
ever, only, all for Thee, ever, only, all for Thee. 
 

 



Charge and Benediction 
Whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God through him. 
And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Choral Amen 
 
Postlude 

 


