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The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: The harvest is plentiful, 
P: but the laborers are few. 
L: Ask the Lord of the harvest  
P: to send out laborers into the harvest. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O Lord our God, you are always more ready to bestow your good gifts upon 
us than we are to seek them. You are more willing to give than we desire or 
deserve.  Help us so to seek that we may truly find, so to ask that we may 
joyfully receive, so to knock that the door of mercy may be opened for us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-138     “Holy, Hoy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”  

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 



Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

2 Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

3 Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  In humility and faith let us confess our sin 
to God as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

God of grace, love, and communion, we confess that we have failed to 
love you with all our heart, soul, and mind; and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves.  We ignore your commandments, stray from your way, and 
follow other gods.  Have mercy on us.  Forgive our sin and raise us to new 
life that we may serve you faithfully and give honor to your holy name. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays 
for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new 
life has begun. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be to 
God! Amen. 

 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  W&R-159 “The King of Glory Comes” 
 
  Refrain: The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.   

Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.  
 

1 Who is the King of glory: what shall we call him?  
 He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. Refrain 
 
 2 In all of Galilee, in city or village,  
 he goes among his people, curing their illness. Refrain 
 
 3 He gave his life for us, the pledge of salvation, 

he took upon himself the sins of the nation. 
4 He conquered sin and death; he truly has risen, 
and he will share with us his heavenly vision. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Galatians 6:7-16 

7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he 
sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap 
destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap 
eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 
we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to 

the family of believers. 

11 See what large letters I use as I write to you with my own hand! 

12 Those who want to impress people by means of the flesh are trying to 
compel you to be circumcised. The only reason they do this is to avoid 
being persecuted for the cross of Christ. 13 Not even those who are 
circumcised keep the law, yet they want you to be circumcised that they 
may boast about your circumcision in the flesh. 14 May I never boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world. 15 Neither circumcision nor 



uncircumcision means anything; what counts is the new creation. 16 Peace 
and mercy to all who follow this rule—to the Israel of God. 

PSALM:  Psalm 66:1-9 
1 Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
2     Sing the glory of his name; 
    make his praise glorious. 
3 Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
    So great is your power 
    that your enemies cringe before you. 
4 All the earth bows down to you; 
    they sing praise to you, 
    they sing the praises of your name.” 
5 Come and see what God has done, 
    his awesome deeds for mankind! 
6 He turned the sea into dry land, 
    they passed through the waters on foot— 
    come, let us rejoice in him. 
7 He rules forever by his power, 
    his eyes watch the nations— 
    let not the rebellious rise up against him. 
8 Praise our God, all peoples, 
    let the sound of his praise be heard; 
9 he has preserved our lives 
    and kept our feet from slipping. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by 

two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He 
told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3 Go! I am 
sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or 
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone 
who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will 
return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for 
the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 



8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to 
you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go 
into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet 
as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come 
near.’ 

16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; 
but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 

17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name.” 

18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given 
you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

MESSAGE:  Interdependence Day 
        Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  
 

On July Fourth, we celebrate our independence from British rule and the 
beginning of claiming the United States of America to be a sovereign 
nation.  However the story of our country is not simply about independence, 
no – in actuality our nation’s story is about those who came to this great 
country with a strong sense of interdependence.  The British forefathers 
and mothers who initially came to what we now know as America did not 
come to acquire independence.  As stated in the Mayflower Compact there 
was a strong sense of interdependence on God for the success of those 
arriving on the shores of this country, and I quote:  

Having undertaken for the Glory of God, and Advancement of the 
Christian Faith, and the Honor of our King and Country, a Voyage to 
plant the first Colony in the northern Parts of Virginia; Do by these 
Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God and one 
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body 
Politick, for our better Ordering and Preservation, and Furtherance of 
the Ends aforesaid (Mayflower Compact) 

So let us begin this journey of interdependence with God by singing We 
Gather Together B559. 
 1 We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing;  



He chastens and hastens His will to make known;  
The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing,  
Sing praises to His name; He forgets not His own.  
 
3 We all do extol Thee, Thou leader triumphant,  
And pray that Thou still our defender wilt be.  
Let Thy congregation escape tribulation;  
Thy name be ever Praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 
But all was not the perfect world that the pilgrims envisioned and there 
were difficult times.  There were struggles with indigenous populations, 
invasive militia and over taxation from the British king.  The sorrow and 
despair of the people made them wonder if all of the turmoil they faced 
meant that God had somehow abandoned them.   
The next hymn may express the feelings the pilgrims might have faced 
during these trials and how they leaned into their trust of God in God of the 
Ages, Whose Almighty Hand B262 
 
 3 From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence,  

Be Thy strong arm our ever sure defense;  
Thy true religion in our hearts increase;  
Thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 
 
4 Refresh Thy people on their toilsome way,  
Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine,  
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine 

 
The tension came to a head and the leaders of the thirteen colonies felt it 
was time to make a decision.  They recognized that it was not God who 
had let them down and created their problems, rather it was the oppression 
and tyranny of the King that had caused their troubles.  Therefore it was 
time to assert their allegiance to God and declare their decision.  And they 
did so when they signed the Declaration of Independence: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted 
among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the 
governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes 



destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
(Declaration of Independence) 

The focus for these leaders was on God and their decision to choose God’s 
way.  We sing our next hymn Our God, Our Help in Ages Past B210.  
  
 1 Our God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, And our eternal home: 
 
 2 Before the hills in order stood, Or earth received its frame,  

From everlasting Thou art God, To endless years the same. 
 
When our ancestors successfully ensured our nation’s sovereign status 
there was a true sense of gratitude that God had walked with this newly 
budding republic so that it might become a nation of the people, by the 
people and for the people. The constitution of the United States celebrates 
the God given opportunity, saying: 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 
Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity. (Constitution of 
the United States) 

The next hymn celebrates our gratitude of God’s presence in this nation as 
we sing My country, ‘Tis of Thee B 561. 
 
 1 My country, ‘tis of thee, Sweet land of liberty, Of thee I sing;  

Land where my fathers died, Land of the pilgrims’ pride,  
From every mountainside Let freedom ring. 
 
4Our fathers’ God, to Thee, Author of liberty, To Thee we sing; 
Long may our land be bright With freedom’s holy light;  
Protect us by Thy might, Great God, our King.  

 
To ensure our ability to worship our God in the way that we see fit, the 
congress of the fledgling nation created a bill of rights and the first 
amendment to the bill of rights allows us the freedom to worship God.  The 
first amendment states: 



Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of 
speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of 
grievances.  
 

Let us then on this day, celebrate our interdependence on God and 
express our gratitude to God as we sing our final hymn To God Be the 
Glory B485. 
 1 To God be the glory, great things He hath done!  

So love He the world that He gave us His Son,  
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin,  
And opened the life-gate that all may go in.   
 
Refrain: Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, let the earth hear His voice!  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice!  
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,  
And give Him the glory: great things He hath done! 

 
 2 Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,  

And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;  
But purer, and higher, and greater will be  
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. Refrain 
 

May we continue to be a people who celebrate our interdependence on 
God, this day and everyday.   
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

 



OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 

joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son.  Therefore in confidence and trust we pray.  

O God, enliven the church for its mission that we may be salt of the earth 
and light to the world.  Breathe fresh life into your people.  Give us power to 
reveal Christ in word and action. 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace, that 
we may respect one another in freedom and truth.  Awaken in us a sense 
of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.  Teach us to care creatively for 
its resources. 
 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
May they know the power of your healing love.  Make us willing agents of 
your compassion. Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
 
We lift before you those things that have brought joy into our lives… 
We ask travel mercies on all who are traveling… 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to you alone.  Give comfort to those who 
mourn. 
We take just a moment to pray for ourselves… 
 
Lord, you have called us to serve you.  Grant that we may minster in your 
name, with your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 
homecoming and the welcome of your embrace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 



 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you.   
L: Lift up your hearts.   
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal 
God, creator and ruler of the universe.  With the majesty of your hand, you 
shaped this world and all that is in it.  By your Holy Spirit, you breathed life 
into human form, and set us on the earth to praise and serve you.  When 
we wandered from your ways and were lost in sin’s wilderness, your truth 
burned in the hearts of prophet who called your people to return to the path 
of righteousness.  In the fullness of time you sent your Son to be our 
deliverer.  In every age your Holy Spirit has led us in your ways. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of angels and 
with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of 
your name: 
 
P: “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.” 
 



You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  At his baptism by John, your Spirit came with gentle wings, settling 
on him your blessing.  In the wilderness of temptation, your Spirit stood by 
with power.  In his life and ministry, your Spirit led him to serve the poor, 
proclaim freedom from sin’s bondage, open eyes with faith’s sight, and 
befriend the friendless and the outcast.  In all he did and said, he 
announced the coming of your saving might.  By his death on the cross and 
rising from the tomb, he broke the power of death, and led the way to 
eternal life.  Ascended to rule from on high, Christ prays for us and 
promises the coming of peace and power. 
 
Remembering all your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this 
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the 
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ. Accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives 
may proclaim the One crucified and risen.    
 
L: Great is the mystery of faith: 
P: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit unite us with 
the living Christ and with all baptized in his name, that we may be one in 
ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to 
be the body of Christ in the world. 
By the fire of your Spirit, O God, forge us into one church, many and 
different people, together in Christ’s embrace.   Set our hearts aflame with 
a love for the truth and the desire to do your will, that our witness to Christ 
may burn brightly in lives of joyful discipleship.   Keep us faithful in your 
service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all your 
saints in the joy of your eternal realm. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 



In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Gracious God, may we who have received this sacrament live in the unity 
of your Holy Spirit, that we may show forth your gifts to all the world.  We 
ask this in the name of Jesus Christ.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son , and the 
Holy Spirit remain with you always.   
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
 Choral Amen 
 

 

 

 


