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Celebrating 207 years of Faithful Service to Our God 
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

We Enter Into God’s Presence  
                                                

WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: The word of God 
P: is living and active, 
L: it is able to judge 
P: the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, you have broken the tyranny of sin and sent the Spirit of 
your Son into our hearts.  Give us grace to dedicate our freedom to your 
service, that all people may know the glorious liberty of the children of God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B- 364              “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” 
1. I sing a song of the saints of God, Patient and brave and true, 
Who toiled and fought and lived and died For the Lord they loved and knew. 
And one was a doctor, and one was a queen, And one was a shepherdess on the green: 
They were all of them saints of God, and I mean, God helping, to be one too. 
 
2. They loved their Lord so dear, so dear, And God’s love made them strong; 



And they followed the right, for Jesus' sake, The whole of their good lives long. 
And one was a soldier, and one was a priest, And one was slain by a fierce wild beast: 
And there's not any reason, no, not the least, Why I shouldn't be one too. 
 
3. They lived not only in ages past, There are hundreds of thousands still; 
The world is bright with the joyous saints Who love to do Jesus' will. 
You can meet them in school, or in lanes, or at sea, In church, or in trains, or in shops, or at 
tea; For the saints of God are just folk like me, And I mean to be one too. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence.  In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness, 
our shortcomings, and our offenses against you.  You alone know 
how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, in wasting 
your gifts, in forgetting your love. Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we 
are ashamed and sorry for all we have done to displease you.  Forgive 
our sins, and help us to live in your light, and walk in your ways, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                                   “Gloria Patri”      
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   

Amen, Amen. 
We Hear God’s Word 

 
HYMN: W&R-177  “Jesus, Name Above All Names” (Sing twice) 
Jesus, name above all names, beautiful Savior, glorious Lord,  
Emmanuel, God is with us, blessed Redeemer, Living Word. 



 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Genesis 28:10-15 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a certain 
place and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 
And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it 
reaching to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and descending 
on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, “I am the LORD, the God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the 
earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the 
north and to the south; and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you 
and in your offspring. Know that I am with you and will keep you wherever you 
go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.” 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  John 20:19-22 (Common English Bible) 
It was still the first day of the week. That evening, while the disciples were 
behind closed doors because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, Jesus 
came and stood among them. He said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, 
he showed them his hands and his side. When the disciples saw the Lord, 
they were filled with joy. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father sent me, so I am sending you.” Then he breathed on them and said, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

MESSAGE:    Sent out from the Huddle     

Rev. Dr. Charles Hardwick, Synod Executive 
It’s August 14.  Do you know what that means?  It’s only 13 days until 
college football begins!  Only 20 days until the Bobcats play their first 
game.  And the Bengals had their first pre-season game on Friday night!  
Only four weeks until they beat the Steelers on the first real game of the 
year. 
 
It’s so exciting!  Last year they made it to the Super Bowl, for the first time 
since I was a high school senior! 
 
Joe Burrow has captivated the whole country—so young, so cool under 
pressure, so many comebacks.  It’s super exciting! 
 



After watching the Reds stumble through a typically terrible year, the 
Bengals are on their way!  Who’s planning to attend a game? How could it 
be more exciting? 
 
It’s all so exciting!  But you know what’s not exciting?  The huddles. My 
deepfelt theological position is that huddles are why God created DVRs, so 
we could skip right through all the huddles and get right onto the game.   
 
Of course huddles are important, but they’re not the game.  I haven’t ever 
played football, so I asked a friend who was a coach what happens in the 
huddles.  He says in the huddles, the players get each other pumped up, 
and the quarterback makes sure everyone knows where they’re lining up 
and what the play is.  Important stuff happens in huddles—but the game is 
the thing.  If the players never left the huddle, it’d be hard to live up to the 
whole reason they’re there:  to win the game.  The team can’t stay in the 
huddle—their whole purpose begins when they line up and the center hikes 
the ball. 
 
Huddles are important, but they’re not the game.  That might be why Jesus 
comes to the disciples in our Gospel text—they’re all huddled up together.   
It’s the first Easter evening, and they’re worried the Jewish authorities 
might be after them, so they’ve formed a little huddle.  A little holy huddle.  
A little holy huddle where Jesus suddenly appears and tells them “Game 
on!”   
 
Jesus isn’t content with their staying huddled together.  He tells them, “As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  He’s putting them on a mission, 
just as God has put him on a mission.   
-------------------- 
In this passage, John tells us what Jesus’ mission is.  God sent Jesus into 
the world to give us peace.  Even more, God sent Jesus into the world to 
sacrifice himself for us.  John tells us that when Jesus appears to the 
disciples, he shows them his hands and his side—how he was willing to go 
all the way to the cross, because he loves them…That’s his mission:  to 
love the world sacrificially.  
 
So…if that’s Jesus’ mission, what’s the church’s mission?  “Just as the 
Father sent me, so I send you.”  Jesus sends us into the world to do what 
he did.  Jesus sends us into the world to live lives of sacrificial love for 
others outside of the church.   



This means something really important.  Something so important that you 
can sleep through the rest of this sermon, as long as you stay awake for 
this:  If we’re sent out to join Christ’s mission, this means that the church 
doesn’t exist to benefit us, the members of the church.  The primary reason 
the church exists is to benefit the world, so that it will look more and more 
the way that God wants it to look. That means that we look beyond 
ourselves and move out into the world to share God’s transforming love. 
 
Jesus wasn’t content for his disciples to stay in their holy huddle—and 
Jesus isn’t content for us to stay in our holy huddle, only spending time with 
other Christians at church or in Bible study or in worship or anywhere else 
where we simply gather together and care for each other rather than 
reaching out to the world. It’s not that the huddle isn’t important—it’s where 
we get prepared for the game. It’s where we are equipped and encouraged. 
But remember—the huddle is not the game. No one fast-forwards through 
the game to watch the huddles. 
-------------------- 
You might say that at our best, the church majors in caring for those 
outside its bounds, and minors in caring for each other. We major in the 
game and minor in the huddles. 
 
Now, to see if we major in the majors, I recently used Facebook to ask 
people how they would define the word “church”—and I deleted any 
responses from pastors.  (After all, pastors get to talk about stuff like this all 
the time!)  Then I asked some folks at a Bible study the same question.  
Between all of these people, I got 92 responses.   
 
So just take a guess at how many of the 92 answers that I received 
mention the game—on our mission to the world, as well as our time spent 
with each other.  Turn to someone sitting next to you and take a guess. 
How many of the answers mentioned being sent out of the church to care 
for the world? 
 
Only 20.  (It’s not that the other 72 are wrong.  They’re just incomplete) 
 
This tells me that many Christians understand our faith to be more about 
Jesus’ love for us, and less about our sharing that love with the world. 
Many assume the church exists mostly for the benefits of its own members, 
rather than mostly for the benefit of the world.  Many Christians forget that 
the only reason to go into a huddle is to prepare us for the game. 



 
I was glad to meet a sophomore in high school last winter who knows the 
game is more important than the huddle.  I was in Cleveland, and after I 
preached I met with the confirmation class.  At the end of the session, 
everyone in the class had a chance to pray, and one of them said, “Dear 
God, help our church to be more important to people outside it than to the 
people inside it.”  

 
Seems like this 16-year-old had realized that when we start majoring in the 
huddle, and minoring in the game, we miss out. It’s been true since all the 
way back in the book of Genesis--today’s Old Testament scripture.  We see 
that God is promising Jacob that he will always experience God’s presence 
with him, and that God will give him lots and lots of descendants, and they’ll 
be more numerous than the sand on the sea.  But right in the middle of the 
passage, God tells him, 
 

All the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your 
offspring. 
 

Even all the way back then—near the beginning of creation—God is 
sending his people out from the huddle and into the game, to bless all the 
families of the world. 
 
I’m very grateful for all that Bethel Murdoch does to bless the families of 
Loveland and Cincinnati and beyond.  I read on your website that the 
“Bethel Charitable Association began in 1828.  That’s a history of getting 
out of the huddle!  A Ladies Aid Society began in 1879 and became the 
Lookout Circle in 1957.  Serving the world is in your DNA!  I’m sure if we 
had time for each of you to share a way that the church has encouraged 

you to focus beyond yourselves, we’d make a long list.   
----------------------  
Getting out of the huddle and into the game is what Christianity is all about. 
I learned recently about a church in Pontiac, MI, who has demonstrated 
that’s true, even during the pandemic.  Pontiac is one of the poorer 
communities in the Detroit area. 
 
Back in March of 2020, COVID-19 was first breaking out and everyone was 
freaking out—we were all worried about staying safe and it was challenging 
for everyone.  AND it was super challenging for pastors and church leaders 
who needed to figure out, on a dime, how to offer worship when hardly 



anyone had heard of Zoom or Facebook Live.  For most churches, those 
first few weeks (or months) were all about figuring out how to do the huddle 
in a virtual world… 
 
But First Presbyterian Church in Pontiac immediately focused on the game. 
Their first cancelled service was March 22, 2020…and by the end of that 
first week, they had set up a food pantry for people who were unable to eat 
in shelters.  It started kind of slowly, as word trickled out that they were 
offering food to anyone who needed it.  As the weeks went on, though, and 
more people had lost their jobs, the numbers began to build. 
 
By the first quarter of 2021, they had served about 40 households per 
week.  By the last quarter, traffic had grown to about a hundred households 
per week. 
 
Here’s the amazing part:  First Presbyterian Church has about 50 
households itself as members.  Those 50 households were coordinating a 
ministry that was feeding twice as many households as the church has—
every single week! 
 
Talk about getting out of the huddle and into the game!  Of course, they’ve 
also figured out how to do Bible Studies and worship virtually and care for 
each other—they’re not ignoring the huddle.  But they major in the game! 
----------------------  
I wonder what it would mean for a church like Bethel Murdoch to focus 
even more on the game than you already do.  What would it mean if you 
understood to an even greater extent that the church is most faithful when it 
focuses more on benefiting the people outside the church rather than the 
people inside the church? What might you do together in the game, to be a 
blessing to the world like Jacob and his family in Genesis?  What could you 
as a family do to love the world sacrificially, as Jesus did? 
 
Remember—the huddles are important, but no one watches the Bengals 
for the huddles. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
“Dear God, help our church to be more important to people outside it than 
to the people inside it.  Amen.” 
 



We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN:B-426   “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 

1. Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thine erring children lost and lone. 
 

2. O lead me, Lord, that I may lead 
The wandering and the wavering feet; 
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed 
Thy hungering ones with manna sweet. 
 

3. O teach me, Lord, that I may teach 
The precious things Thou dost impart; 
And wing my words, that they may reach 
The hidden depths of many a heart. 
 

4. O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, 
Until my very heart o’erflow 
In kindling thought and glowing word, 
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show. 
 

5. O use me, Lord, use even me, 
Just as Thou wilt, and when and where; 
Until your blessed face I see, 
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

 



OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY: Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures Here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 
We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 

 
HYMN:B-129     “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us” 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, Come with Pentecostal power; 
Give the church a stronger vision, Help us face each crucial hour. 
Built upon a firm foundation, Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, 
Still the church is called to mission That God's love shall be made known. 
 
We would raise our alleluias For the grace of yester years; 
For tomorrow's unknown pathway, Hear, O Lord, our humble prayers. 
In the church's pilgrim journey You have led us all the way, 
Still in presence move before us, Fire by night and cloud by day. 
 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; Give us words of fire and flame. 
Help our feeble lips to praise you, Glorify your holy name. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One: what mystery! 
We would sing our loud hosannas Now and through eternity. 

  
Charge and Benediction 
 
 Choral Amen 
 Postlude 
 



 

Bethel Murdoch Presbyterian Church Mission 
Statement 
We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 
 
 

 

 


