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The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
P: that though he was rich, 
L: yet for your sake he became poor,  
P: so that by his poverty you might become rich. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly cares, but to love that which 
is  above, and even now, while we live among temporary things, to hold 
fast to those things that shall endure; through our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-339             “Be Thou My Vision”  
Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Nought be all else to me, save that Thou art –  
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 



Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart, 
Great God of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
 
Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word; 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord; 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,  
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence.  In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and 
one another as we pray together saying, 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin and the 
sin of this world.  Although Christ is among us as our peace, we are a 
people divided against ourselves as we cling to the values of a broken 
world.  The profit and pleasures we pursue lay waste the land and 
pollute the seas. The fears and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor 
against neighbor and nation against nation.  We abuse your good 
gifts of imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have 
turned them into bonds of oppression.  Lord, have mercy upon us; 
heal and forgive us.  Set us free to serve you in the world as agents of 
your reconciling love in Jesus Christ. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
L: Hear the teaching of Christ: 
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another as I have 
loved you. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 



 
We Hear God’s Word 

CENTERING HYMN: B-333      “Seek Ye First” 

Seek ye first the kingdom of God And his righteousness, 
And all these things Shall be added unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 
 

Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. Allelu, alleluia! 

MESSAGE:  HYMN SING: Scripture and Song based on Psalm 146 

1 Praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD, my soul. 
2 I will praise the LORD all my life; 
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.  
 

B-288 “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” vs. 1-2 
I sing the mighty power of God That made the mountains rise; 
That spread the flowing seas abroad And built the lofty skies. 
I sing the wisdom that ordained The sun to rule the day; 
The moon shines full at God’s command, And all the stars obey. 

I sing the goodness of the Lord That filled the earth with food; 
God formed the creatures with a word And then pronounced them 
good. 
Lord, how Thy wonders are displayed, Where’er I turn my eyes; 
If I survey the ground I tread, Or gaze upon the skies! 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in human beings, who cannot save. 
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
 

B-527 “Near to the Heart of God” vs 1-2 
There is a place of quiet rest, Near to the heart of God; 
A place where sin cannot molest, Near to the heart of God. 

Refrain: 
O Jesus, blest Redeemer, Sent from the heart of God; 
Hold us, who wait before Thee, Near to the heart of God. 



There is a place of comfort sweet, Near to the heart of God; 
A place where we our Savior meet, Near to the heart of God. (Refrain) 

5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
 

B-379 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” vs. 1-2 
My hope is built on nothing less Than Jesus’ blood and 
righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 

Refrain: 
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand; All other ground is sinking sand, 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

When darkness veils His lovely face, I rest on His unchanging grace; 
In every high and stormy gale, My anchor holds within the veil. 
(Refrain) 

6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 
    the sea, and everything in them— 
    he remains faithful forever. 
 

B-467 “How Great Thou Art” vs 1-2 
O Lord my God! when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made, 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
Thy power through-out the universe displayed; 

Refrain: 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

Verse 2 
When through the woods and forest glades I wander 
And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze, (Refrain) 



7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed 
    and gives food to the hungry. 
The LORD sets prisoners free, 
8     the LORD gives sight to the blind, 
the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, 
    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the foreigner 
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

B-262 “God of the Ages, Whose Almighty Hand” vs 1 & 4 

God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
Leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
Of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
Our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

Refresh thy people on their toilsome way, 
Lead us from night to never-ending day; 
Fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
And glory, laud, and praise be ever Thine. 

10 The LORD reigns forever, 
    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD. 
 

B-276 “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” vs 1 & 3 
Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 
As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 

Refrain: Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see;  
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain) 



We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Holy God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray to you in his name.  Guide 
us by your Holy Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will and 
show your steadfast love. 
 
God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you 
save us. We pray for the whole creation.  Overthrow evil powers, right what 
is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your 
children may freely enjoy the earth you have made, and joyfully sing your 
praises. 
 
Eternal God, you sent us a Savior, Christ Jesus, to break down the walls of 
hostility that divide us.  Send peace on earth, and put down greed, pride, 
and anger, which turn nation against nation and race against race.  Speed 
the day when wars will end and the whole world accepts your rule. 



 
Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world.  Look with compassion on all 
those who are sick mentally, emotionally or physically.  Cheer them by your 
presence and your Word, and bring them healing as a sign of your grace. 
 
Have mercy on those who are facing financial difficulties or loss of jobs and 
homes.  God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be 
sure that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, shall 
separate them from your love. 
 
Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept 
our requests and further those which will bring about your purpose for the 
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, we pray the prayer he taught us as 
we say together,  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: B-485              “To God Be the Glory” 

To God be the glory, Great things He hath done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His Son, 
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, 
And opened the life-gate that all may go in. 
 
Refrain:  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father through Jesus the Son,  

And give Him the glory: great things He hath done! 
 
Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done, 
And great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; 



But purer, and higher, and greater will be 
Our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain) 
 
Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself. 
And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Choral Amen 
 
Postlude 

 

 
 
 
 
We believe that our mission is to: 
 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 

 

 

 

 

 


