
BETHEL MURDOCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9602 Murdoch-Goshen Road, Loveland, OH  45140 

September 4, 2022 10:30 a.m. 

Celebrating 207 years of Faithful Service to Our God 
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 

We Enter Into God’s Presence  
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: In Christ 

P: God was reconciling the world to Godself, 
L: not counting their trespasses against them, 
P: and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Direct and help us, O Lord, in all our deeds, that in all our works begun, 
continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name, and finally by 
your mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B- 464                 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
 

1 Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, Opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; Drive the gloom of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, Fill us with the light of day. 
 



2 All Thy works with joy surround Thee, Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays, 
Stars and angels sing around Thee, Center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, Flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
Chanting bird and flowing fountain, Call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 
3 Mortals, join the happy chorus Which the morning stars began; 
Love divine is reigning o’er us, Joining all in heaven’s plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, Victors in the midst of strive, 
Joyful music leads us sunward In the triumph song of life. 

 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But 
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  In humility and faith let us confess our sin 
to God as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
God of grace, love, and communion, we confess that we have failed to 
love you with all our heart, soul, and mind; and to love our neighbor as 
ourselves.  We ignore your commandments, stray from your way, and 
follow other gods.  Have mercy on us.  Forgive our sin and raise us to new 
life that we may serve you faithfully and give honor to your holy name. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays 
for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has gone; a new 
life has begun. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be to 
God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                             “Gloria Patri”      

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.   

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R 492  “Spirit of the Living God” 



1 Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me; 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
 
2 Spirit of the living God, move among us all; 
Make us one in heart and mind, make us one in love; 
Humble, caring, selfless, sharing. 
Spirit of the living God, fill our lives with love. 

 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Jeremiah 18:1-11 

This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “Go down to the 
potter’s house, and there I will give you my message.” 3 So I went down to 
the potter’s house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he 
was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it 
into another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 

5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not do with you, 
Israel, as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the hand of the 
potter, so are you in my hand, Israel. 7 If at any time I announce that a 
nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, 8 and if that 
nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the 
disaster I had planned. 9 And if at another time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my sight and 
does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 

11 “Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, 
‘This is what the LORD says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and 
devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil ways, each one of you, 
and reform your ways and your actions.’ 

PSALM: Psalm 139:1-6 
1 You have searched me, LORD, 
    and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
    you are familiar with all my ways. 



4 Before a word is on my tongue 
    you, LORD, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, 
    and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
    too lofty for me to attain. 
 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 14:25-33 

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If 
anyone comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and 
children, brothers and sisters—yes, even their own life—such a person 
cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross and follow 
me cannot be my disciple. 

28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and 
estimate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if 
you lay the foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule you, 30 saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 

31 “Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Won’t he 
first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to 
oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not 
able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will 
ask for terms of peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up 
everything you have cannot be my disciples. 

MESSAGE:    Put Yourself in God’s Hands     
Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  

 
When I was a young student, my teachers liked a hands-on approach to 
education for their students.  They would often assign projects that were 
meant to help us to learn by engaging our tactile senses.  The projects 
always needed to be 3 dimensional, have a direct correlation to what we 
were studying and the project had to POP - meaning the project had to 
catch the interest of the observer.   
 
There were many different mediums that were used for these projects - 
paint and paper and markers and glue.  There was Styrofoam of all shapes 
and sizes that could be cut to specific designs.  There was Balsa wood and 



wood glue.  There were plastic models and paints.  But one of the most 
endearing mediums was that of: one part flour, one part salt, and one part 
water.  With that modeling dough, a kid could make just about anything.   
 
One could make a person, an animal, furniture for a room, a candle holder, 
or a topographical setting for a historic battle.  You could make an ocean, a 
river, a lake or a stream.  Or create one of the classics of all science 
projects: the volcano that would spew a baking soda and vinegar lava 
eruption.   
 
The beauty of using the modeling dough compared to the other mediums 
was that the modeling dough was far more forgiving.  If you made a bad cut 
on your paper, Styrofoam or balsa wood - you pretty much had to get a 
new piece and begin again. Whereas with the modeling dough, if you made 
a mistake, you could easily gather the material together, roll it out and 
begin anew.  It was a far less stressful medium to work with as far as I was 
concerned. 
 
In Jeremiah this morning, we hear God described as a potter.  One who 
has the ability to take a piece of clay that has turned out less than perfect 
and rework it into a new vessel - something that can be useful and 
beautiful; which gives us an insight into the power of God. God has the 
ability to destroy an evil nation or God can make any nation, any group or 
any individual into a new vessel ready to do the work of God if that nation, 
group or person will turn away from evil and sin in this world and turn back 
to God, following God's commandments and by doing their work in this 
world to the glory of God. 
 
What about us?  How many times have we discredited ourselves or others 
thinking that we are worthless, or bad or of no value to the world because 
of mistakes we have made or bad decisions that have put our lives on a 
rocky path, or being consumed with anger against someone else?  If it 
were up to us, we would throw ourselves onto the rubbish heap and turn 
away.  Thanks to be to God that it not up to us!   
 
God, through Jesus Christ has chosen to redeem us turning our negativity 
and misfortunes around.  We have been reshaped into new vessels that 
carry the light of Christ into the world and are led by the Holy Spirit.  We are 
called and configured to do God’s work in this world out of our gratitude to 
God. While it is hard for the average person to trust fully in this world, let us 



choose to place ourselves firmly and completely in God’s hands so that we 
may do that which God has reshaped us to do.  

 
We Respond with Thanksgiving 

HYMN: B- 285        “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets” 
 

1 God, You spin the whirling planets, Fill the seas and spread the plain, 
Mold the mountains, fashion blossoms, Call forth sunshine, wind, and rain. 
We, created in Your image, Would a true reflection be 
Of Your justice, grace, and mercy And the truth that makes us free 
 
2 You have called us to be faithful In our life and ministry. 
We respond in grateful worship Joined in one community. 
When we blur Your gracious image, Focus us and make us whole. 
Healed and strengthened as Your people, We move onward toward Your goal 
 
3 God, Your word is still creating, Calling us to life made new. 
Now reveal to us fresh vistas Where there's work to dare and do. 
Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care. 
Thus, new creatures in Your image, We'll proclaim Christ everywhere. 

 
 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to the   
church)    
DOXOLOGY    

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise Him all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – (Please send your joys and concerns to 
the church email and we will publish them in the weekly ENews)  

Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son.  Therefore in confidence and trust we pray.  

O God, enliven the church for its mission that we may be salt of the earth 
and light to the world.  Breathe fresh life into your people.  Give us power to 
reveal Christ in word and action. 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace, that 
we may respect one another in freedom and truth.  Awaken in us a sense 



of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.  Teach us to care creatively for 
its resources. 
 
God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
May they know the power of your healing love.  Make us willing agents of 
your compassion. Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
 
We lift before you those things that have brought joy into our lives… 
We ask travel mercies on all who are traveling… 
We remember with thanksgiving those who have died in the faith of Christ, 
and those whose faith is known to you alone.  Give comfort to those who 
mourn. 
We take just a moment to pray for ourselves… 
 
Lord, you have called us to serve you.  Grant that we may minster in your 
name, with your love in our hearts, your truth in our minds, your strength in 
our wills; until, at the end of our journey, we know the joy of our 
homecoming and the welcome of your embrace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you.   
L: Lift up your hearts.   
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, eternal 
God, creator and ruler of the universe.  In your wisdom, you made all things 
and sustain them by your power. You formed us in your image, setting us in 
this world to love and to serve you, and to live in peace with your whole 
creation.  When we rebelled against you refusing to trust and obey you, you 
did not reject us, but still claimed us as your own.  You sent prophets to call 
us back to your way. Then in the fullness of time, out of your great love for 
the world, you sent your only Son to be one of us, to redeem us and heal 
our brokenness. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of angels, with 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and 
place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 
P: “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth 
are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.” 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  In Jesus, born of Mary, your Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, full of grace and truth.  He lived as one of us, knowing joy and sorrow.  
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, opened blind eyes, broke bread with 
outcasts and sinners, and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom to 
the poor and needy.  Dying on the cross, he gave himself for the life of the 
world.  Rising from the grave, he won for us victory over death.  Seated at 
your right hand, he leads us to eternal life.  We praise you that Christ now 
reigns with you in glory, and will come again to make all things new.   
 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take this bread and 
this wine from the gifts you have given us, and joyfully celebrate his dying 
and rising, as we await the day of his coming. With thanksgiving, we offer 
our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your 
service.    
 
L: Great is the mystery of faith: 
P: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
 
Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 



the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit make us 
one with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in 
ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to 
be the body of Christ in the world. 
 
In union with your church in heaven and on earth, we pray, O God, that you 
will fulfill your eternal purpose in us and in all the world.  Keep us faithful in 
your service until Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all 
your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Gracious God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his body and blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son , and the 
Holy Spirit remain with you always.   
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
 Choral Amen 
 Postlude 
 

 

 
We believe that our mission is to: 
 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 

 

 

 

 


