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The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: Shine like stars in the world,  
P: holding fast to the word of life. 
L: The word of God is living and active. 
P: It is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty and everlasting God, in Christ you have revealed your glory 
among the nations.  Preserve the works of your mercy, that your church 
throughout the world may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession 
of your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-460    “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”  
Holy God, we praise Your name; Lord of all, we bow before You! 
All on earth Thy scepter claim, All in Heaven above adore You. 
Infinite Your vast domain, Everlasting is Your reign. 



Hark, the loud celestial hymn Angel choirs above are raising; 
Cherubim and seraphim, In unceasing chorus praising; 
Fill the heavens with sweet accord: Holy, holy, holy, Lord. 

All apostles join the strain As Your sacred name they hallow; 
Prophets swell the glad refrain, And the blessed martyrs follow; 
And from morn to set of sun, Through the Church the song goes on. 

Holy Father, Holy Son, Holy Spirit, Three we name You; 

While in essence only One; Undivided God we claim You; 
And adoring bend the knee, While we own the mystery. 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, 
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sin before 
God and one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried 
to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  We have lived for 
ourselves, and apart from you.  We have turned from our neighbors, 
and refused to bear the burdens of others.  We have ignored the pain 
of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that 
we may choose your will and obey your commandments; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.  
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 



We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-102  “His Name Is Wonderful” 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become 
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and 
how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and 
the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this 
charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; 
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful 
instruction. 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound 
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They 
will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, 
keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 

PSALM: Psalm 121 

1 I lift up my eyes to the mountains— 
    where does my help come from? 
2 My help comes from the LORD, 
    the Maker of heaven and earth. 
3 He will not let your foot slip— 
    he who watches over you will not slumber; 
4 indeed, he who watches over Israel 
    will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5 The LORD watches over you— 
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 
6 the sun will not harm you by day, 
    nor the moon by night. 
7 The LORD will keep you from all harm— 
    he will watch over your life; 



8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going 
    both now and forevermore. 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 18:1-8 

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should 
always pray and not give up. 2 He said: “In a certain town there was a judge 
who neither feared God nor cared what people thought. 3 And there was a 
widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me 
justice against my adversary.’ 

4 “For some time he refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I 
don’t fear God or care what people think, 5 yet because this widow keeps 
bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won’t eventually 
come and attack me!’” 

6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not 
God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 
night? Will he keep putting them off? 8 I tell you, he will see that they get 
justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find 
faith on the earth?” 

MESSAGE:       Persistence       Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 
 

Have you ever considered the persistence of a child?  My mother in law, 
Zella would tell me stories about Ron and his siblings that spoke of 
persistence.  One story stuck with me, about her youngest son, Rick and 
how if he needed something, he would come and find Zella and then he 
would begin to poke on her leg or her arm or whatever appendage was 
poke level for him when he was between the ages of 2 and 4 years old. He 
would never say anything; he would just poke over and over again until his 
mother would respond. 
 
Zella would laugh and say, “Sometimes I thought Rick would keep poking 
me until he had poked a hole straight through me!  He was always 
persistent and would continue to poke until I had acknowledged him and 
then I would ask what he wanted.  After he told me, I would then explain 
whether or not I would do what he wanted me to do; as soon as he had a 
reason by my taking action or not, the poking would cease.  Thank heavens 



for that!”   She would always chuckle and say, “You should have seen 
some of the bruises I was sporting because of Rick’s persistent poking.” 
 
It made me think that if a child can be persistent, someone who feels that 
they have been treated unfairly can be even more so.  Take for example 
the widow in Jesus’ parable.  The New International Version of the bible 
actually downplays the translation from the Greek language when it has the 
widow saying, ‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ It kind of makes the 
widow sound weak and wishy washy, don’t you think?  A better translation 
would be “Avenge me; grant me justice against my adversary.”  Sounds a 
little more potent, doesn’t it?  It sounds like this widow has grit and is 
someone who will continue to poke at the unjust judge until he finally acts.  
The fact of the matter is that Jesus reports the widow’s persistence 
ultimately wears out the judge and he avenges the widow by demanding 
justice from her adversary. Jesus then links the widow’s persistence to the 
persistent prayer of the elect of God. 
  
I wonder  have you ever approached prayer in a wishy washy manner?  
How many times have you prayed and thought that God wasn’t listening? 
Did you think that God was too busy with other people’s troubles and 
couldn’t hear yours?  That maybe your prayers didn’t matter to God if they 
were not answered the way you thought that they should be answered?  
Did you ever just give up on prayer? 
  
Or were you  convicted that you needed God’s justice and so you kept 
praying and praying and poking and poking until you finally felt that you had 
given God a bruise and gotten God’s attention?  Then you knew with 
certainty that God not answering your prayer was an answer and often in 
hindsight you found that the fact that the prayer was not answered was 
actually for the best.  Or it might be that God did answer your prayer, but 
not exactly in the way that you had thought it should be answered. At some 
point in your persistent prayer, you were assured that God had either acted 
or had chosen not to act on your behalf in God’s time and not in your time. 
    
Jesus says something that makes you stop and think.  Even though you 
know without the shadow of a doubt that your persistent prayer has been 
answered by God, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the 
earth? Or will the Son of Man find people who are wishy washy?  Will he 
find people who have not been persistent either in their prayers or in their 
faith in God? 



 
Have you noticed that most of the people that you feel closest to are those 
people with whom you have had deep and meaningful conversations?  
What is prayer if it is not a deep and meaningful conversation?  I wonder, if 
you engage in deep and meaningful persistent prayer to God, do you think 
your faith will also grow to be deep and meaningful and persistent? That 
would be my prayer for you and for me.  
  

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

HYMN: B-341         “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 
 
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day 
long; This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.  
 
Perfect submission, perfect delight, Visions of rapture now burst on my 
sight;  Angels, descending, bring from above Echoes of mercy, whispers of 
love. Refrain 
 
Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest,  
Watching and waiting, looking above, Filled with His goodness, lost in His 
love. Refrain 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: In life and in death we belong to God.  
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign 
of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and 
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and 

calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for 
blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of 
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this 
Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin 
and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  



With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Excerpt of 
A Brief Statement of Faith) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray.  Guide us by your Holy 
Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will and show your 
steadfast love. 

God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you 
save us.  We pray for the whole creation.  Overthrow evil powers, right 
what is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your 
children may freely enjoy the earth you have made, and joyfully sing your 
praises. 

Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. Look with compassion on 
those who are sick in body, mind or spirit.  Cheer them by your word, and 
bring healing as a sign of your grace. 

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be sure that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, shall separate 
them from your love. 

God of all generations, we praise you for all your servants who, having 
been faithful to you on earth, now live with you in heaven.  Keep us in 
fellowship with them, until we meet with all your children in the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept 
our prayers and further those which will bring about your purpose for the 
earth; through Jesus Christ, the One who taught us to say as we pray, 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 

 
HYMN: B-426       “Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” 

1 Lord, speak to me, that I may speak In living echoes of Thy tone; 
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek Thine erring children lost and lone. 

2 O lead me, Lord, that I may lead The wandering and the wavering feet; 
O feed me, Lord, that I may feed Thy hungering ones with manna sweet. 

3 O teach me, Lord, that I may teach The precious things Thou dost impart; 
And wing my words, that they may reach The hidden depths of many a heart. 

4 O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, Until my very heart o’erflow 
In kindling thought and glowing word, Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show. 

5 O use me, Lord, use even me, Just as Thou wilt, and when, and where, 
Until Thy blessed face I see, Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share!  

Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself. 
And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Choral Amen 
Postlude 
 
We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 


