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The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: Jesus said: Those who love me will keep my word,  
P: and my Father will love them,  
L: and we will come to them 
P: and make our home with them. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
O God, who alone can probe the depths of the heart, you hear the prayer of 
the humble and justify the repentant sinner.  Grant us the gift of humility, 
that we may see our won sins clearly and refrain from judging our 
neighbors.  We make our prayer through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-129    “Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us”  
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us, Come with Pentecostal power; 
Give the church a stronger vision, Help us face each crucial hour. 
Built upon a firm foundation, Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, 
Still the church is called to mission That God's love shall be made known. 



 
We would raise our alleluias For the grace of yester years; 
For tomorrow's unknown pathway, Hear, O God, our humble prayers. 
In the church's pilgrim journey You have led us all the way, 
Still in presence move before us, Fire by night and cloud by day. 
 
Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; Give us words of fire and flame. 
Help our feeble lips to praise You, Glorify Your holy name. 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One: what mystery! 
We would sing our loud hosannas Now and through eternity. 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, 
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sin before 
God and one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried 
to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  We have lived for 
ourselves, and apart from you.  We have turned from our neighbors, 
and refused to bear the burdens of others.  We have ignored the pain 
of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that 
we may choose your will and obey your commandments; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.  
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 



We Hear God’s Word 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  1 Kings 19:9b-18 
And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

10 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are 
trying to kill me too.” 

11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of 
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.” 

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the 
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind 
there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After 
the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the 
fire came a gentle whisper. 13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over 
his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

14 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The 
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your 
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are 
trying to kill me too.” 

15 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert 
of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 16 Also, 
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of 
Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 17 Jehu will put to 
death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death 
any who escape the sword of Jehu. 18 Yet I reserve seven thousand in 
Israel—all whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths 
have not kissed him.” 

PSALM: Psalm 122 

1 I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
2 Our feet are standing 
    in your gates, Jerusalem. 



3 Jerusalem is built like a city 
    that is closely compacted together. 
4 That is where the tribes go up— 
    the tribes of the LORD— 
to praise the name of the LORD 
    according to the statute given to Israel. 
5 There stand the thrones for judgment, 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: 
    “May those who love you be secure. 
7 May there be peace within your walls 
    and security within your citadels.” 
8 For the sake of my family and friends, 
    I will say, “Peace be within you.” 
9 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God, 
    I will seek your prosperity. 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  Galatians 5:16-26                                  
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 
flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit 
what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that 
you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you 
are not under the law. 

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 
debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, 
selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, 
and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things 
there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep 
in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and 
envying each other. 

MESSAGE:       Are You catholic?       Elder Mike Schepers 
 



The last time I was here with you a few weeks ago, I spoke to you about 
the Holy Spirit.  I talked about how he is fully God, all-powerful, all-knowing, 
and everywhere present as one with God the Father and God the Son.  I 
showed you how he was present and actively involved in the creation of the 
universe, in the incarnation and ministry of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, and how he is involved today in human history and will be involved 
in judging the living and the dead at the end of time. 
 
This morning I would like to dive in a little deeper into the present work of 
the Holy Spirit.  Where is he today and what is he doing now?  And so this 
morning I would like to focus our attention on the church.  “What,” you say?  
You want to talk more about the Holy Spirit, but you are going to talk about 
the church instead?  Yes, that’s right.  To explore the work of the Holy Spirit 
in our times, we need to have an understanding of the church, because it is 
especially in and through the church that the Holy Spirit is hard at work in 
your and my life—and in the world.  So, let’s explore what it is we believe 
about the church and discover the gifts and comforts it brings to us and the 
world around us.   
 
During nearly every Sunday worship service, we recite the Apostle’s Creed, 
a profession of our faith and what we believe.  It is a beautiful creed—short, 
solemn, and simple.  It was not written by the Apostles, but is called the 
Apostle’s Creed because it succinctly summarizes the teachings of the 
Apostles.  However, it wasn’t written and widely used until around 400 AD.  
The creed begins with a profession that we believe in God the Father.  
What has he done? He is the creator of heaven and earth.  Then we say 
we believe in Jesus Christ his son. What did he do?  He was born of a 
virgin (by the power of the Holy Spirit, I might point out), suffered, died, 
experienced hell for us, and now rules over the universe, and will one day 
return in judgment.   
 
Then we say these familiar words: “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” period. Full 
stop.  Wait a minute. The creed tells us what God the Father does and 
what God the Son does, but it doesn’t say what God the Spirit does?  Ah, 
but it does.  It is no accident that we go directly from professing that we 
believe in the Holy Spirit into a profession of three things we believe that 
concern the church.  For it is in the context of the church that we most 
richly experience the power and the blessings of the Holy Spirit.  Let’s look 
into what we are saying when we recite these three articles of the Apostle’s 



Creed, that is,  we believe in the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, and the forgiveness of sins.  
 
We read in Ephesians 2:8 that we are saved by grace through faith, not 
from ourselves, it is the gift of God and not by works.  Salvation by faith is 
the work of the Holy Spirit.  When the Spirit brings our soul that is dead in 
sin to a new life in Christ, we immediately become members of God’s own 
family.  That family has a name—it is called “the holy catholic church.”  As 
you probably know, but let us be perfectly clear, when we say “catholic” we 
are not referring to the Roman Catholic Church.  As used here, catholic is 
another word for “universal.”  By universal we mean not just the whole 
church that exists all around the world today.  Even more than that, it refers 
to the family of believers in all places, and in all times, and both on earth 
and in Heaven.  The church is so universal that the word “universal” doesn’t 
do it justice, so we created an even bigger word—catholic. 
 
When we are saved by faith and become a member of this catholic church, 
God knows that we are by nature still spiritually weak, ignorant, flighty, 
fickle, even spiritually lazy.  When God graciously leads us to a saving faith 
in him, he doesn’t leave us without help to grow in spiritual strength, and 
knowledge, and zeal, and enthusiasm for the Lord.  He increases our faith 
through the teaching and preaching of his Word, and he has deposited 
those treasures in the church.  John Calvin points out that as God is our 
Father, the church is our mother.  We are like infants who need the spiritual 
nurture, care, and feeding that only our mother the church provides us. 
 
Nurtured by one mother, the church, we are all brothers and sisters with all 
believers.  Think about that!  We don’t just have brothers and sisters here 
in this congregation, or just among Presbyterians, we have brothers and 
sisters in China, in Nigeria, in Brazil, and even in the most Muslim nations.  
When we profess that we believe in the holy catholic church we profess 
that we are part of an enormous family consisting of all true followers of 
Christ everywhere and in all times, living and dead, wherever God has 
called people to a believing faith in him. 
 
Yet we must declare our belief in this universal church as a statement of 
faith.  Why does it take faith to believe in a catholic, universal church?  
Because we can’t see it.  What we see when we see church buildings and 
people gathered for worship on Sunday morning is the visible church.  The 
visible church, with its steeples and stained glass windows and pews with 



people sitting and kneeling and praying and singing hymns is NOT the 
catholic church we profess.  No, we profess that we have faith and believe 
that there is only one true church made up of God’s chosen people known 
only to God and that we are a part of it by the work of the Holy Spirit who is 
hard at work growing and strengthening his church every day. 
 
The next thing we profess in the Apostle’s Creed is “the communion of the 
saints.”  This statement certainly applies to the outward, visible church.  It 
calls us to unity and brotherly love and agreement in our congregation and 
beyond.  But even where unity and agreement are in short supply, where 
we see the church torn apart over controversial issues, we can still profess 
with confidence that we believe by faith in the communion of the saints 
because we accept by faith that all believers are in communion with all 
other believers in space and time, living and dead, through God as our 
Father and the invisible catholic church as our mother.   
 
While the visible church has its shortcomings and failings, I cannot 
emphasize enough how vital and necessary it is for the believer to be a 
member of the visible church.  There are those who say that because the 
church is a human institution, they want no part of it.  To abandon the 
visible church is to reject the great blessings that God gives us there.  God 
has established the visible church to provide us with the preaching and 
teaching that instructs and strengthens our faith,  And provides the setting 
for the administration of the sacraments which also strengthen our faith.  
 
If we can’t see the holy catholic, universal church, then how can we know if 
the visible congregation we belong to is a true visible church and not a 
false church?  The answer is this:  Does the congregation you are a part of 
have a minister who 1) purely preaches the Word of God and 2) faithfully 
administers the sacraments?  If so, that congregation rightly calls itself a 
church.  Any so-called church, that does not preach and believe the 
scriptures, or adds to them, or does not practice in faith the sacraments of 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, or adds to them, or views them only as 
good works to earn salvation—that is not a true church and you should run 
from it.   
 
But what about an otherwise true church that differs from me on certain 
matters.  What if I believe that Communion should include wine drunk from 
a common cup but my church serves grape juice in individual cups?  What 
if I believe Baptism should be done by complete immersion, but my pastor 



just sprinkles water?  Brothers and sisters, perceived imperfections in 
minor doctrinal matters that do not affect the heart of the truth of the Gospel 
are not grounds for division among us.  Yes, but what if I observe members 
of my congregation that I know are living openly sinful lives?  Brothers and 
sisters, just because a few members of what is indeed a true church 
happen to be hypocrites or are caught in scandalous behavior, perhaps 
even the pastor or leaders of that congregation, that is no reason to split 
the church and diminish the communion of the saints we say we believe in. 
 
However, in the real world of the visible church, controversies and even 
schisms, splits in the church, are a very real challenge to the communion of 
the saints.  What are we supposed to do about this?  The key point to 
consider is whether the division within the body of believers concerns 
matters of faith or matters that are indifferent to our faith in Christ.  Matters 
that are indifferent are what theologians call “adiaphora,” that is just a 
Greek word that literally means, “indifferent things.”  There are so many of 
these adiaphora issues that Satan loves to use to tear a church apart.  For 
example, there are dozens of different ways the Lord’s Supper can be 
administered.  In my life time I have partaken of the Lord’s Supper sitting 
down, standing up, and on my knees.  I have had a tray with pieces of 
bread on it passed to me in the pew; I have walked to the front of the 
sanctuary and been handed a piece of bread torn from a single loaf.  I have 
drunk wine, I have drunk grape juice. I have drunk from a pre-packaged 
tiny cup, a tiny cup passed to me in the pew, and from a common cup 
shared by all in the congregation.  As for baptism, I myself was sprinkled 
with water, while I have witnessed water poured out, and others completely 
immersed in water.  Worse yet, I have heard of congregations torn apart 
over something as silly as what color carpet to put in the sanctuary.  NONE 
OF THIS MATTERS!   
 
While there are times, sadly, when it becomes necessary as God gives 
them discernment for a group of believers in good faith and humble 
obedience to God to leave a congregation over a matter that impacts the 
salvation of their souls and their faith in God, this should be done with great 
sadness and deep humility—not in anger or haughty pride.   
 
Let none of us think that we are perfect in doctrine or holy living.   And that 
brings me to my final point.  When we profess that we believe in the 
forgiveness of sins, what do we believe?  It is no accident that the Apostle’s 
Creed places this article here in the context of the church, for it is in the 



church that we receive and give forgiveness.  First, only those who are 
members of the holy catholic church, the invisible church consisting of 
those who have faith in Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit, only 
those have forgiveness of sins.  And it is in the communion of saints that 
we forgive one another. 
 
My friends, are you a member of the invisible church?  Are you a member 
of the catholic church—the universal body of Christ’s followers in all time 
and place?  If you aren’t or you aren’t sure, then speak to me after this 
service, or speak to Pastor Deb.  Anyone here would be happy to talk to 
you about how you too can be a member.  And when you become a 
member of God’s church, and to those here who are members, let me tell 
you about the great comfort that comes from such membership.  You 
belong to an invisible church that cannot fail.  Oh yes, the visible church 
may fail you from time to time, you may have been hurt very deeply by 
something that has happened in the visible church, but you still belong to 
something that has been created by the Holy Spirit, by God Himself, and 
therefore cannot fail.  Oh yes, there may be times when the visible church 
seems weak or even nonexistent.  Remember Elijah in our Old Testament 
reading this morning?  He was in despair thinking that he was the only 
believer left on the face of the earth.  But God revealed to him that there 
were 7,000 true and faithful followers that God had preserved for himself.  
So, until the Lord returns, there will always be a true church, perhaps more 
invisible than visible at times, but God will always have a people on earth 
who are blessed with the gifts of the Spirit we read about in our New 
Testament reading today.  And those gifts along with the gift of forgiveness 
will always be found wherever the communion of saints is found.  And we 
can have faith in that truth because we believe in the Holy Spirit.  Amen.      
  

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

HYMN: B-442         “ The Church's One Foundation” 

The church's one foundation Is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is his new creation By water and the Word; 
From heaven he came and sought her To be his holy bride; 
With his own blood he bought her, And for her life he died. 
 
Elect from every nation, Yet one o'er all the earth, 
Her charter of salvation, One Lord, one faith, one birth; 



One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, With every grace endued. 
 
Though with a scornful wonder This world sees her oppressed,  
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed,  
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up: “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping Shall be the morn of song. 
 
Mid toil and tribulation, And tumult of her war, 
She waits the consummation Of peace forevermore; 
Till, with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great church victorious Shall be the church at rest. 
 
Yet she on earth hath union With God the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion With those whose rest is won: 
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we, 
Like them, the meek and lowly, May live eternally. 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to 
the dead.  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come again to judge the 
living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the 
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 



Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray.  Guide us by your Holy 
Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will and show your 
steadfast love. 

God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you 
save us.  We pray for the whole creation.  Overthrow evil powers, right 
what is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your 
children may freely enjoy the earth you have made, and joyfully sing your 
praises. 

Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. Look with compassion on 
those who are sick in body, mind or spirit.  Cheer them by your word, and 
bring healing as a sign of your grace. 

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be sure that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, shall separate 
them from your love. 

God of all generations, we praise you for all your servants who, having 
been faithful to you on earth, now live with you in heaven.  Keep us in 
fellowship with them, until we meet with all your children in the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept 
our prayers and further those which will bring about your purpose for the 
earth; through Jesus Christ, the One who taught us to say as we pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: B-438        “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 

1 Blest be the tie that binds Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds  Is like to that above. 

2 Before our Father’s throne, We pour our ardent prayers; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, Our comforts and our cares. 



3 We share our mutual woes, Our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows The sympathizing tear. 

4 From sorrow, toil, and pain, And sin we shall be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign Through all eternity. 

Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace.  Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind; and love your neighbor as yourself. 

And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Choral Amen 
Postlude 
 
We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 


