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The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: God says” I will put my laws in their minds,  
P: and write them on their hearts, 
L: and I will be their God, 
P: and they shall be my people. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Almighty God, in our baptism you adopted us for your own. Quicken, we 
pray, your Spirit within us, that we, being renewed both in body and mind, 
may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-420       “God of Grace and God of Glory”  

1. God of grace and God of glory, On Thy people pour Thy power; 
Crown Thine ancient church's story; Bring its bud to glorious flower. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, For the facing of this hour,  
For the facing of this hour. 
 



2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us Scorn Thy Christ, assail Thy ways! 
From the fears that long have bound us Free our hearts to faith and praise. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, For the living of these days, For the 
living of these days. 
 
3. Cure Thy children's warring madness, Bend our pride to Thy control; 
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, Rich in things and poor in soul. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, Lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, 
Lest we miss thy kingdom's goal. 
 
4. Set our feet on lofty places; Gird our lives that they may be 
armored with all Christ-like graces, Pledged to set all captives free. 
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, That we fail not them nor thee, 
That we fail not them nor thee! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, 
since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 
then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sin before 
God and one another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have tried 
to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  We have lived for 
ourselves, and apart from you.  We have turned from our neighbors, 
and refused to bear the burdens of others.  We have ignored the pain 
of the world, and passed by the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.  
In your great mercy forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that 
we may choose your will and obey your commandments; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior.  
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news! The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-652  “This Is the Day” 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made, that the Lord has 
made; we will rejoice, we will rejoice and be glad in it, and be glad in it. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has made. 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  2 Timothy 2:8-15 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from 
David. This is my gospel, 9 for which I am suffering even to the point of 
being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. 10 Therefore I 
endure everything for the sake of the elect, that they too may obtain the 
salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. 

11 Here is a trustworthy saying: 

If we died with him, 
    we will also live with him; 
12 if we endure, 
    we will also reign with him. 
If we disown him, 
    he will also disown us; 
13 if we are faithless, 
    he remains faithful, 
    for he cannot disown himself. 

14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God 
against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who 
listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth. 

PSALM: Psalm 111 

1 Praise the LORD. 



I will extol the LORD with all my heart 
    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 
2 Great are the works of the LORD; 
    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 
    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
    the LORD is gracious and compassionate. 
5 He provides food for those who fear him; 
    he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 He has shown his people the power of his works, 
    giving them the lands of other nations. 
7 The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 They are established for ever and ever, 
    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 He provided redemption for his people; 
    he ordained his covenant forever— 
    holy and awesome is his name. 
10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; 
    all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 
    To him belongs eternal praise. 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 17:11-19 

11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between 
Samaria and Galilee. 12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had 
leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, 
“Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” 

14 When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as 
they went, they were cleansed. 

15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a 
loud voice. 16 He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was 
a Samaritan. 

17 Jesus asked, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other 
nine? 18 Has no one returned to give praise to God except this 



foreigner?” 19 Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you 
well.” 

MESSAGE:      Living a Life for God      Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 
 

In pondering today’s scripture, a song came to mind.  Some of you may 
remember that in 1970, Lynn Anderson had a number one hit with the song 
Rose Garden.  The chorus of the song went like this:  
 “I beg your pardon; I never promised you a rose Garden.   

Along with the sunshine, there’s got to be a little rain sometimes.” 
 

Some of our brothers and sisters in Christ seem to think that once we are 
Christians, everything in the world is sunny and wonderful and no 
difficulties lie in our path because we believe in and follow Jesus.  Life is all 
beauty, white robes and flowers, we will rise above the petty and mean 
things of this world and we will never experience any trouble again, No 
problems ever.  - - - I don’t know about you, but that’s not the way my life 
works.  There are sunny days, but there are also rainy days and I still have 
problems, just as you have problems, even though we are Christians. 
 
In our scripture today, Paul is talking to Timothy, a first generation Christian  
pastor, giving him encouragement and guidance on how to shepherd the 
flock of Christians that Timothy has been entrusted to serve.   
 
We are going to take a moment and back up, review some history and think 
critically for a moment about Paul so that we can better understand where 
he is coming from.  Paul, formerly known as Saul, was a Pharisee who 
believed in the purity of the Jewish faith tradition and when Jesus’ 
remaining apostles began teaching about Jesus Christ as the messiah and 
Son of God who was risen from the dead so that we would be forgiven of 
all our sins, and that Jesus was the Way, the truth and the life; Saul 
understood this as blasphemy. For Saul, there was only one God. To that 
end, Saul was going to make sure these people of the Way were hunted 
down, tried and punished or executed in order to maintain the purity of the 
Jewish faith tradition. 
 
Saul is feeling really good about himself and his zealous quest to rid the 
ancient world of all Christians and he goes on a road trip because he has 
heard there are Christians living and worshiping in Damascus and he is 
going to personally rid the world of these blasphemers.  As he is traveling, 



Saul is knocked to the ground and Jesus appears to him, asking Saul, 
“Why? Why are you persecuting me, Saul?”   
 
It is in this encounter that Saul is shown the truth of Jesus Christ and the 
Christian message.  Saul is transformed and now has a new mission – his 
mission is to spread the message about the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
the Gentile world.  And more – Saul will be asked to lay his very life on the 
line in order to get the message out.  In response to this revelation, Saul 
changes his name to Paul and becomes as passionate about spreading the 
Good News to the Gentiles as he had been zealous to stamp out 
Christianity.   
 
In making this transformation, Paul now faces many obstacles as he travels 
the known world and spreads the good news.  He is beaten, whipped, 
stoned and imprisoned for his work to make Christ known to the world. It is 
very clear that Paul is willing to do whatever it takes in order to get the word 
out.   Since his encounter with Jesus, Paul is certainly NOT living in a rose 
garden and to be fair, Jesus never promised him one! 

 
As he travels, Paul sends letters to support the ministries of the churches 
he has planted throughout the world.  He gives guidelines and directives to 
help the pastors and congregation members as they face difficulties and 
conflict within the churches.    But the most important thing that Paul 
continuously reminds the churches and their pastors is what, or better yet, 
who is at the core of their belief.  Paul states: 

“Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of 
David—that is my gospel, 9for which I suffer hardship, even to the 
point of being chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not 
chained.” 
 

In this statement, the core belief is that Jesus Christ is fully human and fully 
God, the messiah, the anointed one, the Son of God, the Word of God that 
cannot be captured or controlled because he is alive and living among us 
and that alone is the lynchpin for all of our other actions.  Paul is making 
the point that as disciples, we must move away from our innate self-
centered thoughts and make Jesus the center of our lives.  And in our 
scripture this morning, Paul is telling Timothy how to use this understanding 
to prepare and be an example of living a life for God within his 
congregation of believers as this is the way to salvation in Jesus Christ.   

 



These words are extremely important to us today!  Let’s take a look at what 
Paul is trying to tell us as believers of Jesus Christ. First, Paul says, “If we 
have died with him, we will also live with him.”  Paul is saying that as 
believers of Jesus Christ we are to die to this world of sin and death.  We 
need to die to the things that draw us away from God, anything that 
distracts us; such as, our desire to accumulate wealth far beyond what we 
need to survive and thrive; or our selfishness that causes us to hurt others 
so that we can be the top dog; or the use of our words to hurt another’s 
reputation or feelings through gossip.  Whatever it is that causes us to turn 
away from God in this world is what we should disconnect ourselves from; 
essentially we are to die to that temptation.   And when we do die to the 
things of this world that distract us from God, we will be lifted up to live with 
Jesus.  We are free to live our lives in response to all that God has given 
us.  We can live as faithful and obedient servants who know that whether 
we live or whether we die we belong to God. 

 
Second, Paul says, “if we endure, we will also reign with him.”  It may be 
easy to straighten up our act for a while, but Paul insists that we need to 
endure for the long haul.  We must be willing to remain tough in the face of 
adversity.  Bad things will happen to us and around us.  The question 
becomes: Do we fold because we have problems and whine and cry “poor 
pitiful me,” or do we overcome the hurt, anxiety, and grief by straightening 
our spine and standing strong in our faith in Jesus Christ?”  If we do stand 
strong in the faith, then we become a light to the world that points to our 
savior. 

 
Next, Paul says, “If we deny him, he will also deny us.”  Paul is issuing a 
warning here.  He is telling us that if we deny Jesus before other people, 
we may face his denial of us before his Father in heaven.   
 
And finally, Paul ends with a message of hope, “if we are faithless, he 
remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself.”  The great theme of 
Scripture is the faithfulness of God in spite of the faithlessness of humanity.  
We can be confident that even if we question our faith, we will not be 
denied by our Lord.  Remember the word of Paul to the Thessalonians: “but 
the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from evil” (2 
Thess. 3:3).   
 
If we put our confidence in Christ, we can face the day of testing unafraid.  
When we remember that Paul is thinking of Jesus who, in the days of his 



flesh, revealed his compassion and his love, we can know that in Christ’s 
faithfulness we can find hope.  

 
I’m sorry to say that dying to the temptations of this world is not like strolling 
through a rose garden, especially since we must live each day with 
endurance as we face the rain of the world.  Let us not fall into the 
temptation to deny Jesus as our Savior, because even in the face of our 
faithlessness; Jesus’ faith is something that we can place our hope in with 
assurance.  And in this way we can be free to be living a life for God – this 
day and every day.    
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 

HYMN: B-403        “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 

What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry Everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 
All because we do not carry Everything to God in prayer! 
 
Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged: Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Can we find a friend so faithful, Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness: Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 
Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge—Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do they friends despise, for sake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, Thou wilt find a solace there. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 



OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you taught us to pray.  Guide us by your Holy 
Spirit, that our prayers for others may serve your will and show your 
steadfast love. 

God our creator, you made all things in your wisdom, and in your love you 
save us.  We pray for the whole creation.  Overthrow evil powers, right 
what is wrong, feed and satisfy those who thirst for justice, so that all your 
children may freely enjoy the earth you have made, and joyfully sing your 
praises. 

Merciful God, you bear the pain of the world. Look with compassion on 
those who are sick in body, mind or spirit.  Cheer them by your word, and 
bring healing as a sign of your grace. 

God of comfort, stand with those who sorrow that they may be sure that 
neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, shall separate 
them from your love. 

God of all generations, we praise you for all your servants who, having 
been faithful to you on earth, now live with you in heaven.  Keep us in 
fellowship with them, until we meet with all your children in the joy of your 
eternal kingdom. 

Mighty God, whose Word we trust, whose Spirit enables us to pray: Accept 
our prayers and further those which will bring about your purpose for the 
earth; through Jesus Christ, the One who taught us to say as we pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 



bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: B-371            “Lift High the Cross” 

(Refrain) Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
Till all the world adore His sacred name. 
 
1. Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, 
The Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God. (Refrain) 
 
2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified 
Bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died. (Refrain) 
 
3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 
Your death has brought us life eternally. (Refrain) 
 
4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
Praise to the Crucified for victory. (Refrain) 

Charge and Benediction 
God challenges us, God encourages us. God confronts us, and God 
accepts us. God works wonders in our midst, and gives us the eyes, the 
hearts, the souls to see such miracles. 
God never promised us a rose garden, but God did promise to remain 
faithful in the face of our faithlessness. 
Choral Amen 
Postlude 

We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 


