
BETHEL MURDOCH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9602 Murdoch-Goshen Road, Loveland, OH  45140 

November 6, 2022 10:30 a.m. 
Celebrating 208 years of Faithful Service to Our God 

All Saints’ Day 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
L: After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 
P: standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands.  
L: They cried out in a loud voice, saying: 
P: Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to 
the Lamb! 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
Eternal God, neither death nor life can separate us from your love.  Grant 
that we may serve you faithfully here on earth, and in heaven rejoice with 
all your saints who ceaselessly proclaim your glory; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: B-332   “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”  
Holy, holy, holy! Lord, God Almighty!  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.  



Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;  
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 
Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide thee, 
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
perfect in power, in love and purity 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord, God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins 
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  In humility and faith let us confess 
our sin to God as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to live 
and die in faith.  We confess that we are indifferent to your will.   You 
call us to proclaim your name, but we are silent.  You call us to do what 
is just, but we remain idle.  You call us to live faithfully, but we are 
afraid.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Give us courage to follow in your 
way, that joined with those from ages past, who have served you with 
faith, hope, and love, we may inherit the kingdom you promised in 
Jesus Christ. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
L: Hear the good news!  Who is in a position to condemn?  Only Christ, and 
Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ 
prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  The old life has 
gone; a new life has begun. 



P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R 523    “Soon and Very Soon” 
 
Soon and very soon, we are going to see the King; 
soon and very soon, we are going to see the King; 
soon and very soon, we are going to see the King; 
hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King. 
 
No more crying there, we are going to see the King; 
no more crying there, we are going to see the King; 
no more crying there, we are going to see the King; 
hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King. 
 
No more dying there, we are going to see the King; 
no more dying there, we are going to see the King; 
no more dying there, we are going to see the King; 
hallelujah! Hallelujah! We’re going to see the King. 
 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:     2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17       

Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to 

him, we ask you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to become easily unsettled or 
alarmed by the teaching allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by 
word of mouth or by letter—asserting that the day of the Lord has already 
come. 3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come 
until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man 
doomed to destruction. 4 He will oppose and will exalt himself over 
everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in 
God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God. 

5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I used to tell you these 
things? 



13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by 
the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called 
you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and 
by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 
word. 

PSALM: Psalm 98 

 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, 
    for he has done marvelous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm 
    have worked salvation for him. 
2 The LORD has made his salvation known 
    and revealed his righteousness to the nations. 
3 He has remembered his love 
    and his faithfulness to Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen 
    the salvation of our God. 
4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, 
    burst into jubilant song with music; 
5 make music to the LORD with the harp, 
    with the harp and the sound of singing, 
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— 
    shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 
7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, 
    the world, and all who live in it. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 
    let the mountains sing together for joy; 
9 let them sing before the LORD, 
    for he comes to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world in righteousness 
    and the peoples with equity. 



GOSPEL LESSON:  Luke 20:27-38 

 27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 
Jesus with a question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses wrote for us that if a 
man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry 
the widow and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven 
brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 The 
second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven 
died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman died too. 33 Now then, at the 
resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?” 

34 Jesus replied, “The people of this age marry and are given in 
marriage. 35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age 

to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be 
given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they are like the 
angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the 
resurrection. 37 But in the account of the burning bush, even Moses showed 
that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living, for to him all are alive.” 

MESSAGE:   Stand Firm and Hold Fast       Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 

The people of the church of Thessalonica were in a panic.  They believed 
that the end of the world was about to happen because they had listened to 
some teachings that came from an unreliable source.  It was easy to buy 
into the deception when one considered the social upheaval and political 
climate of the day.  Evil things were happening.   The comfortable life 
people knew was in a state of drastic change.  Policies were changing.  
People were losing their privileges and many were in actual danger.  The 
state of the world felt out of control.  It seemed as if the political leaders 
thought of the people as cattle.  The people felt betrayed and put 
upon.  The ordered world the people had known was turning to chaos and 
in the chaos, the people panicked. 
 

In their alarm, the church turned to Paul, desperately struggling with the 
rising anxiety that the end of the world was near based upon the events 
occurring around them. Paul told the people to stop listening to those who 
twisted the faith with their words and false ideas.  Paul told the people to 
stop and consider the truth of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  To 



remember that it is the grace of Jesus that surrounds them and that it is 
Jesus - not the rumors and misleading information that guide the ways of 
the world that will determine the end times - only Jesus has that power.  
 

Therefore, Paul urges the church to remember the true teachings of the 
faith.   Paul encourages them to stand firm in the knowledge they have of 
the one true God who has been revealed in the Son, Jesus Christ and they 
should hold fast to the truth of the Good News of God's love for each one of 
them.   
 

These are times when many of us feel much like the Thessalonians.   We 
feel as if evil has taken over and is ruling the world.  As we truly look at 
what is going on around us, we recognize that there is evil and corruption 
running rampant in the world.  We have seen that same evil draw ordinary 
people into the darkness of doom and despair.  Evil does its best to use 
lawlessness to cover over our sense of hope, to drown out the light in the 
world so that we live in fear.  We obsess about how we will be affected by 
the insidious evil and darkness that is so prevalent in the world.  In our fear 
and anxiety, instead of running toward God - we turn away from the light 
and God.  We forget the faith we have; we allow fear to reign in our lives as 
we sink unwittingly into the darkness and become prey for the evil found 
there. 
 

We forget that God is with us, because sometimes we feel that God is 
absent. We have to remember that our loving God will see us through the 
dark times, even if that day seems so far off. Though there will be times 
when it feels like God has abandoned us, we can be assured that God will 
remain faithful even when we do not. God is the God of creation. God 
made the earth and all that is in it, but, as humans, we have made the 
world into what it is today. We are the ones who gave importance to 
possessions and became concerned about getting our share of property 
and inheritance. We are the ones who give importance to kingdoms and 
countries and their boundaries. All of these things are transient or of the 
moment, easily corrupted or lost. I wonder why it is that we find these 
things to be more important than our God. 
 
Yet, when we look to God, we see what endures: God’s love for us. When 
we look to God, we see the importance of helping and encouraging one 
another. We see that God’s future for us involves reconciliation, peace, and 
restoration—but that doesn’t mean the process will be no big deal. It is 



painful to let go of what the world holds as important, for we live in the 
world and have bought into the hype that make things most important. But 
as followers of Jesus we are called to let go of the world. 
 
Our scripture lesson this morning may be a timely reminder that we need to 
stop ourselves from plummeting into the darkness.  We need to recognize 
and accept that we have let the evil of this world control our emotional, 
mental, physical and spiritual wellbeing.  Only then can we redirect our 
thinking.  With God’s help, we can live with intentionality into the faith we 
receive from God the creator, Jesus our Savior, and the Holy Spirit who 
sustains us.   
 
With God’s help, we will be able to stand firm and hold fast.    
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 
HYMN: 409           “God Is Here!” 

1 God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 
may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit into open minds and hearts. 
 
2 Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 
here, in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 
 
3 Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
 
4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt, 
keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive: 
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: In life and in death we belong to God.  
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One 
of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.  



We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign 
of God: preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed and blessing the children, healing the sick and 
binding up the brokenhearted, eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners, and 
calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly condemned for 
blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of 
human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this 
Jesus from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin 
and evil, delivering us from death to life eternal.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 
death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory 
be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. (Excerpt of 
A Brief Statement of Faith) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY Praise God from Whom all blessings flow; Praise Him 
all creatures here below; Praise Him above Ye heavenly hosts; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear when we pray in the name of 
your Son.  Therefore in confidence and trust we pray.  

O God, enliven the church for its mission that we may be salt of the earth 
and light to the world.  Breathe fresh life into your people.  Give us power to 
reveal Christ in word and action. 

Creator of all, lead us and every people into ways of justice and peace, that 
we may respect one another in freedom and truth.  Awaken in us a sense 
of wonder for the earth and all that is in it.  Teach us to care creatively for 
its resources. 
 



God of hope, comfort and restore all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.  
May they know the power of your healing love.  Make us willing agents of 
your compassion. Strengthen us as we share in making people whole. 
 
God of the ages, we praise you for all your servants, who have done 
justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with their God.  For apostles and 
martyrs and saints of every time and place, who in life and death have 
witnessed to your truth, we praise you, O God. 
 
For all your servants who have faithfully served you, witnessed bravely, 
and died in faith, who still are shining lights in the world, we praise you, O 
God. 
 
For those no longer remembered, who earnestly sought you in darkness, 
who held fast their faith in trial, and served others, we praise you, O God.  
 
For those we have known and loved, who by their faithful obedience and 
steadfast hope, have shown the same mind that was in Christ Jesus, we 
praise you, O God. 
 
Keep us grateful for their witness, and, like them, eager to follow in the way 
of Christ.  Then at the last, bring us with them to share in the inheritance of 
the saints in light; through Jesus Christ the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 
north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 
took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 
eyes were opened and they recognized him.  
This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 
Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 
which he has prepared. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
L: The Lord be with you. 
P: And also with you.   



L: Lift up your hearts.   
P: We lift them to the Lord. 
L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
P: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord 
our God, creator and ruler of the universe.  We praise you for saints and 
martyrs, for the faithful in every age who have followed your Son and 
witnessed to his resurrection.  From every race and tongue, from every 
people and nation, you have gathered them into your kingdom.  You have 
shown them the path of life and filled them with the joy of your presence.  
How glorious is your heavenly realm where the multitude of your saints 
rejoice with Christ! 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels, 
with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time 
and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name: 
 
P: HYMN: 552 “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest, 
hosanna in the highest.” 
 
You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  Sent to be our Savior, he took our flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth.  His words are true.  His touch brings healing.  To all who 
follow him, he gives abundant life.  When evil sought to destroy him, and he 
lay in the darkness of death, you raised him from the grave.  He is our risen 
Lord forever! 
 
Remembering your mighty and merciful acts, we take this bread and this 
wine from the gifts you have given us, and celebrate with joy the 
redemption won for us in Jesus Christ.  Accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving, as a living and holy offering of ourselves, that our lives 
may proclaim the One crucified and risen.    
 
L: According to his commandment: 
P: We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his 
coming in glory.  
 



Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 
of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 
the communion of the body and blood of Christ.  By your Spirit unite us with 
the living Christ, and with all who are baptized in his name that we may be 
one in ministry in every place.  As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send 
us out to be the body of Christ in the world. 
 
Number us among your saints, O God, and join us with the faithful of every 
age, that strengthened by their witness and supported by their fellowship, 
we may run with perseverance the race that is set before us, and may with 
them receive the unfading crown of glory when we stand before your throne 
of grace.  Give us strength to serve you faithfully until the promised day of 
resurrection, when with the redeemed of all the ages we will feast with you 
at your table in glory. 
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory 
and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Breaking of the Bread 
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 
thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  
This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 
sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 
death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  
 
Communion of the People - Invitation 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Prayer after Communion 
Gracious God, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his body and blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
BLESSING AND CHARGE 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of God’s Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son , and the 
Holy Spirit remain with you always.   
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
 
 Choral Amen 
 Postlude 
 
We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 
Educate them in God’s truth 
Teach them to love God and each other 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 

 

 


