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The Third Sunday of Advent 

 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 

                                                
WELCOME 

L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 

P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

THE PEACE 

L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.  We light this 

candle for Hope.  We light this candle for Peace. We light this candle for 

Joy. 

Advent means coming.   
We are preparing ourselves for the days when the nations shall beat their 

swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall 

not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 

The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 

them. 
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom; like the crocus it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy 

and singing. 

Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Rejoice in the Lord always; 

P: again, I will say, Rejoice. 



L: Let your gentleness be known to everyone.  

P: The Lord is near. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve you, now prepare 

the world for your rule.  Come quickly to save us, so that wars and violence 

shall end, and your children may live in peace, honoring one another with 

justice and love; through Jesus Christ, who lives in power with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

 

HYMN:82        “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”  

 

1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 

 

2. Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 

Remember that our Lord Jesus can sympathize with us in our weaknesses, 

since in every respect he was tempted as we are, yet without sin.  Let us 

then with boldness approach the throne of grace, that we may receive 
mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Let us confess our sins 

against God and our neighbor as we pray together saying, 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under 

your rule.  We confess that we have not expected your kingdom, for 

we live casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment.  We accept 
lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your 

justice and peace.  In your mercy, forgive us.  Grant us wisdom to 

welcome your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ 

comes to judge the world.    

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      



L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you 

in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  May the God of mercy who 
forgives you all your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power 

of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  

P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 

to God! Amen. 

 

*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 

 

We Hear God’s Word 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R 650 “Rejoice in the Lord Always” 
Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice! 

Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Again I say, rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! Again I say, rejoice! 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 35:1-10 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; 
    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

Like the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; 

    it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 

they will see the glory of the LORD, 
    the splendor of our God. 
3 Strengthen the feeble hands, 

    steady the knees that give way; 
4 say to those with fearful hearts, 

    “Be strong, do not fear; 

your God will come, 
    he will come with vengeance; 

with divine retribution 

    he will come to save you.” 
5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6 Then will the lame leap like a deer, 
    and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 



    and streams in the desert. 
7 The burning sand will become a pool, 
    the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 

In the haunts where jackals once lay, 

    grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 
8 And a highway will be there; 

    it will be called the Way of Holiness; 

    it will be for those who walk on that Way. 
The unclean will not journey on it; 

    wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9 No lion will be there, 

    nor any ravenous beast; 

    they will not be found there. 

But only the redeemed will walk there, 
10     and those the LORD has rescued will return. 

They will enter Zion with singing; 

    everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, 

    and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: James 5:7-10 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how 

the farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for 

the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, because 

the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers 

and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, 

take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 11:2-11 

2 When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he 

sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should 

we expect someone else?” 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The 

blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, 



the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the 

poor. 6 Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.”  

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd 

about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in 

fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 Then 

what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 

prophet. 10 This is the one about whom it is written: 

“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

    who will prepare your way before you. 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone 

greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of 

heaven is greater than he. 

MESSAGE:   Believing Brings Peace  Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 
 

For many people, it is difficult to equate this time of year with peace.  Hectic 

is often the term used most to describe the chaos swirling around us.  We 
are so caught up in the commercial aspect of the Advent season that we 

cannot see the sacred.   

 

During this commercial driven time, we become obsessed with the material 

purchases that we feel we need to make because we think that things will 

make our family members happy.   Our society drives us to believe that 
things are more important than spending time being with our loved ones.  

We burst our budgets to comply with that notion; we stress ourselves out 

going from store to store trying to find the perfect, usually expensive gift for 

our children or grandchildren.   

 

Our expectation is that others should do for us anything we want them to 
do. We want the other shoppers to get out of our way if we are on the hunt 

for a particular gift.  We want the stores to give us rock bottom prices; we 

want the Salvation Army guy to quit ringing his bell reminding us of the 

needs of the less fortunate because we find it annoying when we are so 

focused on ourselves and what it is that we want.   

 
By engaging in this importance of all material things we forget about the 

need to be present to others.  Some would find it surprising that when we 



do not invest in our own interpersonal relationships, it is difficult to find 

peace.   When we intentionally leave the sacred behind in order to live up 
to the expectations and pressures of the secular world we live in, there is 

little chance that we will find peace. 

 

Peace requires introspection: a time to look at our lives and see those 

things that have happened - good, bad or indifferent.  We need to take the 

time to look at the sinful events and acknowledge our sinfulness and then 
being truly sorry for our sins ask God’s forgiveness.  When we do this with 

all sincerity, the weight of our sin lifts and the peace of Christ settles upon 

our hearts. 

 

Peace requires action: following the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we are to 

engage the world with the gifts and talents we have been given by God and 
use them to the glory of God.  We are to be the living embodiment of Jesus 

here on earth until he returns.  That may require us to eat with the outcasts, 

provide food and clothing to the less fortunate, comfort those who mourn, 

care for the sick, and be present to those who are broken hearted.  In other 

words, we are to provide other people access to our faith and faithfulness 

so that they, too, can see the light of Christ entering into the world through 
our actions.  

 

Peace requires passion: a passion of living life as a child of God.  To 

commit to being a true disciple of Jesus; to be willing to get our hands dirty 

and dive into the messiness of life.  As Christians, we need to live a God-

centered life, knowing that we have been forgiven for our sins and saved by 
the Son, so that we may be led by the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 

you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let 

them be afraid.”  

 
My hope is that we will set aside the things the secular world finds 

important and take time for introspection, action, and passion so that we 

will find that believing brings peace.  

 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

 
 

 



HYMN: 92           “While We Are Waiting, Come” 

1. While we are waiting come; while we are waiting come, 
Jesus our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 

2. With power and glory come; with power and glory come 

Jesus our Lord Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 

3. Come, Savior, quickly come; come, Savior, quickly come 
Jesus our Lord Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come. 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 

in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 

Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 

45140) 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 

joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 

weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

We praise you, great God, for you are ruler of the universe, and have sent 

you Son to be King of kings. We rejoice that he has triumphed over all the 

powers of this world, and governs the nations in justice and righteousness. 

We celebrate his victory in his life, death, resurrection, and ascension to 
honor and might at your side. By your Spirit, claim our complete loyalty, 

establish Christ’s rule in every land and in every heart. 

We ask healing for those who are sick, in pain or experiencing dis-ease in 

their lives.   



We mourn with those who mourn, even while You welcome those who 

have taken their next step to be in heaven with you.   
 

We share with joy the exciting things that have been happening.   

 

We ask travel mercies on those who are traveling.  

 

We take just a moment to pray for ourselves. 
 

Accept our homage as we offer our lives in the service of Christ’s kingdom.  

He is Lord forever and ever.  It is in the name of the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord that we pray the prayer he taught us, 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: 106         “Prepare the Way, O Zion” 

1 Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! 

Let every hill and valley a level way appear. 

Greet One who comes in glory, foretold in sacred story. 

 
Refrain:   O blest is Christ who came in God’s most holy name. 

 

2 He brings God’s rule, O Zion; he comes from heaven above. 

His rule is peace and freedom, and justice, truth, and love. 

Lift high your praise resounding, for grace and joy abounding.  Refrain 

 
3 Fling wide your gates, O Zion; your Savior’s rule embrace, 

and tidings of salvation proclaim in every place. 

All lands will bow rejoicing, their adoration voicing.  Refrain 

 

Charge and Benediction 

Be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous and strong.  Let all that 
you do be done in love.  May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace 



in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  
 

Choral Amen 

Postlude 

 

 

We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 

Equipping them for ministry 

Teach them to love God and others 

Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 

Enjoy God and each other 

Live worshipful lives 
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