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The First Sunday of Christmas 

 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 

                                                
WELCOME 

L: This is the day that the Lord has made 

P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

THE PEACE 

L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   

The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 

I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

L: The bread of God is that which comes down from heaven  

P: and gives life to the world. 

L: The grace of God has appeared,  

P: bringing salvation to all. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, you have shed upon us the new light of your incarnate 

Word.  May this light, enkindled in our hearts, shine forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 
 

HYMN: 119                “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  

 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 



Refrain: 

Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
 

2 Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail the incarnate deity, 

pleased in flesh with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.                 [Refrain] 

 
3 Hail the heavenly Prince of Peace! Hail the sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 

born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.     [Refrain] 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 

for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 

confidence.  In faith and penitence, let us confess our sins against God and 

our neighbor as we pray together saying, 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 

God of grace and truth, in Jesus Christ you came among us as light 
shining in darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the light, 

or trusted good news to be good. We have closed our eyes to glory in 

our midst, expecting little, and hoping for less.  Forgive our doubt, and 

renew our hope, so that we many receive the fullness of your grace, 

and live in the truth of Christ the Lord. 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON      

L: The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you 

in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  May the God of mercy who 

forgives us all our sins, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of 

the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 

to God! Amen. 

 

*RESPONSE:                             “Gloria Patri”    

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 
Amen, Amen. 

 



We Hear God’s Word 

SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-204     “Down to Earth, as a Dove” 
1 Down to earth, as a dove, came to light  

holy love: Jesus Christ from above bringing great salvation 

meant for every nation. 

 

Refrain: 

Let us sing, sing, sing, dance and spring, spring,  
spring, Christ is here, ever near!  Gloria in excelsis. 

 

2 This is love come to light, now is fear  

put to flight.  God defeats darkest night, giving for our sorrows 

hope of new tomorrows.                                                       (Refrain) 

 
3 Christ the Lord comes to feed hungry people  

in need, in the house there is bread: Jesus in a stable, 

in the church a table.                                                            (Refrain) 
 

 OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:  Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD, 

    the deeds for which he is to be praised, 

    according to all the LORD has done for us— 

yes, the many good things 

    he has done for Israel, 

    according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8 He said, “Surely they are my people, 

    children who will be true to me”; 

    and so he became their Savior. 
9 In all their distress he too was distressed, 

    and the angel of his presence saved them. 

In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them 

    all the days of old. 

 

PSALM:  Psalm 148 
 

1 Praise the LORD. 
Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

    praise him in the heights above. 



2 Praise him, all his angels; 

    praise him, all his heavenly hosts. 
3 Praise him, sun and moon; 

    praise him, all you shining stars. 
4 Praise him, you highest heavens 

    and you waters above the skies. 
5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for at his command they were created, 
6 and he established them for ever and ever— 

    he issued a decree that will never pass away. 
7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 

    you great sea creatures and all ocean depths, 
8 lightning and hail, snow and clouds, 

    stormy winds that do his bidding, 
9 you mountains and all hills, 

    fruit trees and all cedars, 
10 wild animals and all cattle, 

    small creatures and flying birds, 
11 kings of the earth and all nations, 

    you princes and all rulers on earth, 
12 young men and women, 

    old men and children. 
13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

    for his name alone is exalted; 

    his splendor is above the earth and the heavens. 
14 And he has raised up for his people a horn, 
    the praise of all his faithful servants, 

    of Israel, the people close to his heart. 

Praise the LORD. 

 

GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 2:13-23 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 

Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the 

one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and 

have come to worship him.” 

3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests  and 



teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In 

Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 

time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 

search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that 

I too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they 

had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On 

coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 

bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route. 

13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to 
Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to 

kill him.” 

14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 

Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was 

fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called 

my son.” 

16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was 

furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity 

who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had 

learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah 

was fulfilled: 

18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 
    weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 



    and refusing to be comforted, 

    because they are no more.” 

19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land 

of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”  

21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of 
Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place 

of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a 

dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a 

town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, 

that he would be called a Nazarene. 

MESSAGE:                 Strangers   Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman 

 

When I was young, one of the favorite pastimes for my family was to travel 

on the weekends to see as much of our region of the United States as 

possible.  My Mother was a teacher and my Grandmother was the history 

buff, and together they would find out what it was that my brother and I 
were studying in school and we would visit a historic site that highlighted 

something of our studies in an effort to make history come alive for us. And 

as the motto of our family was to learn something new every day, my 

Grandparents, Aunt and Uncle, parents, and my brother and I would take 

the adventure of learning together.  We would all pile into my Uncle Don's 
1967 Pontiac Executive where 6 well-padded adults could sit with comfort 

and head, leg and all kinds of room across both the front and back bench 

seats and 2 young children could settle on the floor of the car sitting on 

pillows and playing games.   

 

One of our adventurous day trips found us in Dearborn, Michigan visiting 
the Henry Ford museum.  All along our journey we had seen signs about 

the World Exposition that was occurring in Montreal, Canada.  As my 

brother and I were marveling at the enormity and complexity of the display 

of machinery in the museum, the adults were conferring about a once in a 

life time experience for us.  So after leaving the Henry Ford museum we 

continued to head north to Canada so that we could all experience Expo 
'67.   

 



Once we arrived in Montreal, we found a place to stay and went out for 

dinner.  It was here that we learned we were truly strangers in a foreign 
land.  The basic food that we would normally eat tasted very different.  The 

mashed potatoes tasted more like soap and the glass of milk was not cow's 

milk, rather it was goat's milk.  When we stopped at a drug store, most of 

the people working there only spoke French and as my family was not bi-

lingual and the items on the shelves did not have multiple languages, we 

were grateful for an English speaking clerk who could translate and help us 
find the products we required. 

   

When we went back to the motel, my brother and I went to swim in the pool 

and found that most of the children all spoke different languages, yet all of 

us wanted to play together.  So with hand signals and attempts to teach 

each other a few words of our respective languages, we found common 
ground enough to play a game of Marco Polo.   With all of these and other 

experiences, it was made clear that we were strangers in a foreign land.  

And yet, this experience for me was a joy-filled and exciting opportunity to 

learn about different cultures of the world in the safety of my family with the 

knowledge that we would be returning home by the end of the weekend. 

 
Not at all what refugees like Joseph, Mary and the baby Jesus faced when 

they left for a foreign land.  The three wise men had come to bring gifts to 

the newborn king, finding Jesus through their science and their encounter 

with the deceptive King Herod who desired to put any competition for the 

throne out of the way.   When the wise men left, Joseph was told by an 

angel that he needed to protect his family from the murderous intentions of 
the King and that he was to take them to Egypt where they would live as 

strangers in a unfamiliar land with food, customs and culture much different 

than what they had known.  Faithful and obedient Joseph did not hesitate; 

he immediately got up and under the cover of darkness, took his family to 

the safety of a distant land where King Herod had no jurisdiction.   

 
Can you imagine packing up your family and going to a place where you 

know nothing about how to negotiate the ordinary events each day brings?  

To go to a place where you are the odd man out, the fifth wheel, the round 

peg in a square hole, would certainly bring with it a sense of fear and 

danger.  

 
 We often forget the danger that the Holy family faced, we have 

homogenized their experiences to peaceful and beautiful scenes that grace 



the museums we visit and the Christmas cards we send.  The reality was 

great danger for Joseph, Mary and Jesus that could derail the plans of 
God.  By willingly living as strangers in a foreign land, Joseph was 

protecting, along with his wife and child, God's plan of salvation for all of 

the world.    

 

Because of Joseph's quick response, the child of hope, the one who was 

born to be the Messiah, the savior for you and for me, that child lived to 
become a man so that he could teach, preach, take on the sins of the 

world, die and be raised from the dead so that we could receive salvation.   

 

You know, when you think about it, it is not surprising that one of the 

hallmarks of Christianity is hospitality, the concept of welcoming the 

stranger in our midst.  Why? Because we understand that, as human 
beings, we could unknowingly be welcoming Jesus.  It is this hope in Christ 

that encourages us to always be willing to extend hospitality to the 

strangers in our midst.  
 

We Respond with Thanksgiving 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

I believe in God the creator and giver of life, who sent to earth His Son, our 
Lord, to be born at Christmas.  As He is our Savior, I believe it is my 

responsibility to carry His message in my person and behavior, and with 

the Church universal relate His Gospel so that He may be born in the 

hearts of all the people of the earth.  I believe in the love and mercy of His 

Father, and in the sustaining comfort of His Holy Spirit, and with their help, 

the coming of His kingdom on earth.  Amen.  (The Christmas Creed) 

 

HYMN: 655       “What Shall I Render to the Lord” 

 

1 What shall I render to the Lord; what shall my offering be,  

for all the gracious benefits God hath bestowed on me? 

 
2 Salvation's cup my soul shall take while to the Lord I pray,  

and with God’s people I will meet, my thankful vows to pay. 

 

3 Not lightly dost thou, Lord, permit thy chosen saints to die;  

from death thou hast delivered me; thy servant, Lord, am I. 



 

4 Within God’s house, the house of prayer, my soul shall bless the Lord, 
and praises to God’s holy name let all the saints accord. 

 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 

Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 

45140) 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 

weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Let us pray, 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.  Alleluia! 

P: Shout to the Lord, all the earth.  Alleluia! 
O Christ, splendor of God’s eternal glory, the mighty Word, sustaining the 

universe: Renew our lives by your presence. 

P: Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, born into the world in the fullness of time for the liberation of all 

creation: Release all into your promised freedom. 

P: Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, begotten of the Father before all time, born in a stable at 

Bethlehem: May your church be a sign of hope and joy. 

P: Lord, have mercy. 

O Christ, truly God and truly human, born to a people in fulfillment of their 

expectations: Fulfill our desires in you. 

P: Lord, have mercy. 
O Christ, born of the Virgin Mary, child of wonder and splendor, mighty God 

of all ages, Prince of Peace: May the whole world live in peace and justice. 

P: Lord, have mercy. 

 

All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world has 

brightened weary hearts with peace.  Teach us to proclaim the birth of your 
Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 



Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God!  They will come from 

north and south, from east and west, and sit at table in the kingdom of God. 
According to Luke, when our risen Lord was at table with his disciples, he 

took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.  Then their 

eyes were opened and they recognized him.  

This is the Lord’s Table.  This is not just a Presbyterian table.  This is the 

Lord’s table.  Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast 

which he has prepared. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, God of 

majesty and splendor. By your power you created all that is, making a 

universe out of chaos, and ruling over all things in love. Throughout the 
ages you called your people to love and serve you, and to be your light 

among the nations. 

When we failed you, you did not fail us and sent prophets to call us back to 

your ways. We praise you that in the fullness of time, you revealed your 

love by sending your Son Jesus to be the Light of the world. He came to 

heal our brokenness and to set before us the ways of justice and peace. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with angels and archangels and 

with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of 

your name: 

 

HYMN: 552 - Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven 
and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, our 

Lord. He was born to dwell among us, full of grace and truth; in him we 

have seen your glory. Baptized by John in the Jordan, he lived for you, 
spoke your truth, showed your love, and gave himself for others. In his 



death on the cross, he overcame death. Rising from the tomb, he raised us 

to eternal life, and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
Remembering your gracious acts in Jesus Christ, we take from your 

creation this bread and this wine and joyfully celebrate his dying and rising 

as we await the day of his coming. With thanksgiving we offer our very 

selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicated to your service 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 
P: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  

 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts 

of bread and wine, that the bread we break and the cup we bless may be 

the communion of the body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us one 

with Christ, that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in 
ministry in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us out to 

be the body of Christ in the world. Illumine our hearts, O God, with the 

radiance of Christ’s presence, that our lives may show forth his love in this 

weary world. 

 

Teach us to befriend the lost, to serve the poor, to reconcile our enemies, 
and to love our neighbors. Keep us faithful in your service until Christ 

comes in final victory and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of 

your eternal realm. Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
Breaking of the Bread 

The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving 

thanks to God, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat.  

This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way he took the cup, saying: This cup is the new covenant 

sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you 
drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the saving 

death of the risen Lord, until he comes.  

 

Communion of the People - Invitation 

The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 

Prayer after Communion 



Gracious God, you have made us one with all your people in heaven and 

on earth.  You have fed us with the bread of life, and renewed us for your 
service.  Help us who have shared Christ’s body and received his cup, to 

be his faithful disciples so that our daily living may be part of the life of your 

kingdom, and our love be your love reaching out into the life of the world; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, with the confidence of the children of God, let us pray as we sing:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

Charge and Benediction 

My friends, life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the 

hearts of those who make this earthly pilgrimage with us, so be swift to 

love, and make haste to do kindness, and the blessing of God, who comes 

to us as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer be upon you and all whom you 
love and pray for this day, and forever more. 

 

Choral Amen 

Postlude 
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  Rev. Dr. Deb Cell Phone: (513) 484-3804 
 

We believe that our mission is to: 
Bring people to Jesus 

Equipping them for ministry 

Teach them to love God and others 

Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 

Enjoy God and each other 

Live worshipful lives 


