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The Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
 

We Enter Into God’s Presence 
                                                
WELCOME 
L: This is the day that the Lord has made. 
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 
THE PEACE 
L: Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.   
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
P: And also with you.  

“SURELY THE PRESENCE” 
Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 

I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angel’s wings, I see glory on each face. 

Surely the presence of the LORD is in this place. 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
L: Happy are those whose way is blameless,  
P: who walk in the law of the Lord. 
L: Happy are those who keep the Lord’s decrees,   
P: who seek the Lord with their whole heart. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Holy God, you challenge the powers that rule this world and show favor to 
the oppressed.  Instill in us a true sense of justice, that we may discern the 
signs of your kingdom and strive for right to prevail for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever.   Amen. 

 
HYMN: 2           “Come, Thou Almighty King”  
1 Come, thou almighty King, help us thy name to sing; help us to praise: 
Father, all-glorious, o'er all victorious, come and reign over us, Ancient of 
Days. 
 



2 Come, thou incarnate Word, merciful, mighty Lord, our prayer attend. 
Come, and thy people bless, and give thy word success; Spirit of holiness, 
on us descend. 
 
3 Come, holy Comforter, thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour. 
Thou who almighty art, now rule in every heart, and ne'er from us depart, 
Spirit of power. 
 
4 To thee, great One in Three, eternal praises be, hence evermore! 
Thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see, and to eternity love and adore. 

  
CALL TO CONFESSION: 
The proof of God’s amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died 
for us.  Because we have faith in him, we dare to approach God with 
confidence. In faith and penitence, let us confess our sin before God and one 
another as we pray together saying, 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: 
Almighty God, you love us, but we have not loved you. You call, but we 
have not listened.  We walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped in 
our own concerns.  We condone evil, prejudice, warfare, and greed.  
God of grace, help us to admit our sin, so that as you come to us in 
mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive forgiveness; through 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
L: Hear the good news!  The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  He himself bore our 
sins in his body on the cross, that we might be dead to sin, and alive to all 
that is good.  I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
P: We know that we are forgiven and we can be at peace. Thanks be 
to God! Amen. 
 
*RESPONSE:                         “Gloria Patri”    
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen, Amen. 
 



We Hear God’s Word 
SPECIAL MUSIC: W&R-447 “”Because He Lives” 
1 God sent His Son, they called him Jesus; he came to  love, heal and 
forgive; he lived and died to buy my pardon, an empty grave is there to 
prove Savior lives. 
 
Refrain:   Because he lives I can face tomorrow; because he lives  
all fear is gone; because I know he holds the future, 
and life is worth living just because he lives. 
 
2 How sweet to hold a newborn baby, and feel the pride and joy he gives; 
but greater still the calm assurance: this child can face uncertain days 
because he lives.   Refrain 
 
3 And then one day I’ll cross the river; I’ll face life’s final war with pain; and 
then as death gives way to victory, I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know he 
lives.    Refrain 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:  1 Corinthians 3:1-9 

Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the 
Spirit but as people who are still worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave 
you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are 
still not ready. 3 You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and 
quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere 
humans? 4 For when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow 
Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 

5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through 
whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I 
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only 
God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who 
waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to 
their own labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s 
field, God’s building. 

PSALM:  Psalm 119:1-8 
 

1 Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, 



    who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
2 Blessed are those who keep his statutes 
    and seek him with all their heart— 
3 they do no wrong 
    but follow his ways. 
4 You have laid down precepts 
    that are to be fully obeyed. 
5 Oh, that my ways were steadfast 
    in obeying your decrees! 
6 Then I would not be put to shame 
    when I consider all your commands. 
7 I will praise you with an upright heart 
    as I learn your righteous laws. 
8 I will obey your decrees; 
    do not utterly forsake me. 
 
GOSPEL LESSON:  Matthew 5:21-37 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not 
murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell 
you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 
judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, ‘Raca,’ is 
answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger 
of the fire of hell. 

23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 
that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift 
there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come 
and offer your gift. 

25 “Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do 
it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand you 
over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you 
may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out until you 
have paid the last penny. 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I 
tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to 
stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part 



of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your 
right hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for 
you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go into hell. 

31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a 
certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, 
except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone 
who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not 
break your oath, but fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell 
you, do not swear an oath at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s 
throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the 

city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot 
make even one hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or 
‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil one.[ 

 

MESSAGE:         Mine is Better than Yours    
Rev. Dr. Deborah Uchtman  

 

We often talk about being children of God, as being a part of God's 
family.  For some people that is too lofty an idea to accept or understand.  
We often relate far more to the people who have been our inspiration in the 
faith.  We hold up certain individuals whom we believe have a "direct line" 
to God either through prayer or insights into daily life.  We admire folks who 
are steeped in the Bible and can quote chapter and verse or who can give 
broad strokes of themes found there.   And as human beings, we then 
squabble about who is the best at providing us with a better, more 
attainable spiritual experience.  We fuss about which teacher of the Word 
has the most accurate understanding, or which preacher speaks to our 
soul.  And we always believe that our own understanding of who is the best 
spiritual or religious leader is correct over someone else's understanding. 
  
This contest of 'mine is better than yours' is exactly what Paul is ranting 
about in today's scripture.   The Corinthians are once again quarreling over 
things that Paul feels to be inconsequential.  Paul holds a mirror up so that 
the Corinthians can see how they have yet to become mature in the 
faith.  Their infighting about who is the best leader, Apollos or Paul, makes 
it clear that the people haven't got a clue.  They are trying to give Paul or 



Apollos the glory that is due to God.   Paul makes it clear that neither he, 
nor Apollos are replacements for God or should be considered above 
God.  It is only a childish human response to want to claim one as better 
than the other. 
  
Paul wants the people of Corinth to understand is that only God can bring 
humanity into God's family.    Paul and Apollos are merely laborers with the 
same goal doing the work to inform the people about God's desire to have 
a relationship with each and every one of them.  Paul and Apollos only 
point to what God has done for humanity when they teach the people about 
God's Son, Jesus Christ. 
  
Jesus' life, ministry, death and resurrection were all a means to bring a 
broken and sinful humanity who had turned away from God to turn back to 
God and to be reconciled with God.  Jesus taught the people that God 
loves them, all of the people, not just the rich and famous, but also the poor 
and the social outcast and the sinners like you and me.   Ordinary people 
are important to God and Jesus was sent to bring all the people into the 
family of God as children of God.   
  
If we look at Jesus’ ministry, we find that Jesus' focus was on helping the 
people see how they had sinned by placing themselves or other people 
where God should be.  We hear time and again the ramifications of Jesus 
ministry being a reversal to what is socially accepted.  We hear the 
reversals of those who lord it over other people only to find themselves 
wallowing in sin and despair in the end.    And we hear Jesus counter 
cultural message as the Son of God - God loves you just as you are. 
  
Have you ever thought about the selflessness of Jesus' actions as he helps 
people see God's greater plan in each of their lives?  Jesus’ ministry 
showed him, time and again, claiming healing and wholeness to be the 
work of God the Father.  Jesus endured the brutal beatings and crucifixion 
that allowed him to experience the suffering of the human existence so that 

he can fully relate to us.  Jesus took the time to pray for his tormentors to 
be forgiven and not condemned. Jesus willingly took the sins of all 
humanity upon himself and died on the cross for our sakes so that we 
might be forgiven and reconciled to God.  Jesus died to break the power of 
sin and death over our lives that we might have eternal life with God. God's 
love is amazing when we realize that Jesus did all of this so that you and I 
can be a part of God's family.  Thanks be to God!  



       We Respond with Thanksgiving 
 
HYMN: 441   “Hear the Good News of Salvation” 

1 Hear the good news of salvation: Jesus died to show God’s love.  
Such great kindness! Such great mercy! Come to us from heaven above.  
 
[Refrain]  

Jesus Christ, how much I love you! Jesus Christ, you save from sin!  
How I love you! Look upon me. Love me still and cleanse within. 
 
2 All the sins I have committed, to my Savior now I bring.  
I bow down with tears of anguish; Christ forgives and so I sing:  [Refrain] 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
I believe in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose 
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 
Amen.  (The Apostles’ Creed-Ecumenical) 

OFFERING (Please remember to mail your offering to Bethel Murdoch 
Presbyterian Church, 9602 Murdoch Goshen Road, Loveland, Ohio 
45140) 

DOXOLOGY    
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures  
Here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  Amen. 

 

JOYS & CONCERNS OF THE CONGREGATION – (Please send your 
joys and concerns to the church email and we will publish them in the 
weekly ENews)  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  



Almighty God, who taught us to pray not only for ourselves but for people 
everywhere, hear us as we pray for others, in the name of Jesus Christ.  
Inspire the whole church with your power, unity, and peace.  Grant that all 
who trust you may obey your Word, and live together in love. 

Lead all nations in the way of justice and goodwill.  Direct those who 
govern, that they may rule fairly, maintain order, uphold those in need, and 
defend oppressed people; that this world may claim your rule and know 

true peace.   

Awaken all people to the danger we have inflicted upon the earth.  Implant 
in each a reverence for all you have made that we may preserve the 
delicate balance of creation for all coming generations.   

Give grace to all who proclaim the gospel through Word and Sacrament 
and deeds of mercy, that by their teaching and example they may reveal 
your love for all people. 

Comfort and relieve, O Lord, all who are in trouble … sorrow … poverty … 
sickness … grief … especially those known to us, whom we name before 
you in silence … Heal them in body, mind, or circumstance, working in 
them, by your grace, wonders beyond all they may dream or hope. 

Bring to our remembrance all those who, having served you on earth, now 
sing your praises eternally.  May their endurance give us courage and their 
faithfulness give us hope; through Jesus Christ our Savior, the one who 
taught us to say as we pray, 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

We are Sent Out to Love and Serve 
 

HYMN: 472    “Kum ba Yah” 

1 Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! 
Kum ba yah, my Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 
2 Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah! Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba 
yah! Someone’s crying, Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 



3 Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba 
yah! Someone’s singing, Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 
4 Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba 
yah! Someone’s praying, Lord, kum ba yah! O Lord, kum ba yah! 
 

Charge and Benediction 
Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak, 
and help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
And as you go out, know that you take with you the love of God, the grace 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ and the awesome power of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Choral Amen 
Postlude 

 

 

 

Bethel Murdoch Presbyterian Church Contact Information 
   

9602 Murdoch-Goshen Road 
Loveland, Ohio 45140 
 
Church Phone: (513) 583-9676 

  Church Website: www.thebmpc.org 
  Church Email: thebmpc@gmail.com 
   

STAFF: Church Secretary – Judi Ramey 
      Organist – James Bronstrup 
      Custodian – Larry Flynn 

    Rev. Dr. Deb Uchtman Email: deb.uchtman@earthlink.net 
      Rev. Dr. Deb Cell Phone: (513) 484-3804 
 

We believe that our mission is to: 
 

Bring people to Jesus 
Equipping them for ministry 
Teach them to love God and others 
Heal the brokenhearted in loving family community 
Enjoy God and each other 
Live worshipful lives 
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